Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Connecting to Content 
When:   Summer prior to the transition to middle level 

Audience:  Parents of rising middle grade students
Process:
Engaging parents with the curriculum their children will be following is an important step to insuring academic success. Sessions offered should include content specifics: what your child will be learning in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies and elective courses
· Sessions should be presented by content teachers and include:

·  basic content specific vocabulary
·  syllabus for the academic year
·  course expectations
·  an abbreviated demonstration lesson
· This is a time to share contact information, homework hotlines or virtual homework listings.
· Discuss teacher specific grading practices, for example share your policy for late work or extra credit options
· Share a rubric and explain its use. Display samples of proficient student work with scoring guides so that parents understand what is expected of their student
· Provide parents with supply lists and any information regarding large or long-term projects, assignments and activities
· Discuss strategies parents can use to best assist their children with homework or projects
· Share options for parents to visit or volunteer in the school
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Things to Consider:





Awareness of barriers that might exist in your community is critical to insuring the success of parent meetings. Consider the following barriers and suggested solutions as you plan:


Language: Solicit volunteers from local organizations to serve as translators both in recruitment efforts and during the meetings.


Schedule: Offer options for times to accommodate shift work, shared custody arrangements, etc.


Transportation: Work with local programs (migrant education, Chamber of Commerce, bus companies, cab companies, church’s with busses) to arrange for transportations for families that do not have cars.


Childcare issues: High school clubs and organizations could be accessed to provide childcare for younger siblings during the meetings. 

















Links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/KentuckysLearningGoalsandAcademicExpectations.doc" ��Kentucky’s Learning Goals and Academic Expectations�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Just%20what%20is%20a%20rubric.mht" ��Just what is a Rubric?�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Help%20With%20Homework.mht" ��Help with homework�
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