Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Family Reading Night


When:  Spring prior to the transition to middle level
Audience:  Upcoming middle grades students and their parents/ 
       
                     families
Process: 
As a way to help students and their families become acquainted with the new school setting and expectations students will experience in the fall, invite them to a family reading night that includes current middle grades students and families.  The family reading night is an event to bring families to school while promoting the importance of reading and encouraging interest in reading. 

· Prepare an invitation for the upcoming students and their families.  Send to feeder schools and ask the staff to distribute to upcoming students for taking to their parents/families

· Invite all students to dress up as a favorite character in a book.  Conduct a competition for most creative, realistic, funniest, scariest, etc., costume
· Have a variety of activities scheduled in which attendees can participate. Some ideas:

· Provide materials for families to create banners, flags, or posters that depict what a favorite book means to them. These should be displayed in the hallways, library, or other appropriate areas of the school
· Provide word searches and crossword puzzles that feature authors and book titles for families to complete togetheran 
· Arrange for an area where groups of current students role play scenes from books they have read during the school year 
· Have a read aloud time.  Ask the superintendent, community leaders, high school students, former teachers, and/or local board of education members to pick a book for young adolescents to read from for about 5-10 minutes

· Have groups of students model literature circles
· Prepare and distribute a summer reading list for each grade. Select books that align with the curriculum for the beginning months of school and that are reflective of the interests and reading levels of middle grades students[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Ask the PTA/PTO to support this event by providing and serving refreshments.


Arrange for an area where older students read children’s books to younger siblings of the middle grades students and the upcoming students.


Survey those attending for their favorite books.  Compile results and publish results on the school web site and/or in the school newsletter.  This could be done just for students or there could also be an adult list compiled.


Have the library/media center open for people to visit.











Links:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.ptotoday.com/sfn/SFN_movie_parent.php"��Plan a Family Reading Night PTO Today�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Discovery%20Education's%20Puzzlemaker.mht" ��Discovery Education Puzzlemaker�
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