Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Jump Start
When:  Summer prior to transition to middle school
Audience:  Upcoming middle grades students and their 
       parents/families
Process:
Invite upcoming middle grades students and their families to attend an informational meeting regarding their transition to the middle level. Separate parents and students for the first part of the meeting and then bring them back together for the concluding activities.

Possible topics for the first part of the meeting:
	Students
	Parents/Families

	What will I need? 
Supplies

Attitude

Books

Lockers

Agenda books
	Support and involvement in school 
SBDM

PTO/PTA

Volunteering
Two-way communication
Completing forms

Turn in medical forms

	Where will I go? 
Discuss schedule

Tour of the building
Team organization

Arrival and dismissal time

Lunch
	 Communication 
Website

IC

Newsletter

Homework hotline
ILP
E-mail 

	What can I do? 
Attendance

Appropriate dress/dress code
Behavior expectations
	The Middle Grades
The middle school concept

Schedule

Grading

Team organization


At the conclusion of the sessions, reconvene parents and students together.  If time, have students and parents walk through a mini-schedule together.

Conclude the Jump Start program by playing Jeopardy based on the information shared during the informational meetings.  Divide the group by last names (i.e., A-M and N-Z) or by teams.[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





If possible, schedule two date options, perhaps a Saturday morning and an evening, to better accommodate family schedules.


Secure staff members or volunteers to assist with translation for non-English speaking families, if applicable.


Solicit donations from community vendors to provide refreshments and prizes for the Jeopardy game.


Invite the director of transportation to be present to answer questions about bus schedules and routes.

















Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Sample%20Jumpstart%20Invitation%20.doc" ��Sample Jump Start invitation�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Sample%20Jumpstart%20letter.doc" ��Sample Jump Start letter�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Jump%20start%20checklist.doc" ��Jump Start checklist�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Creating%20Jeopardy%20Game%20.mht" ��Creating Jeopardy Game�
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