Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Meeting them on their terms
When:  Spring prior to transition to middle school
Audience: Rising middle grades students
Process:
· The transition process should be taking place for the full school year prior to the move to the middle school. Middle school administrators/counselors/teachers/students should plan regularly scheduled visits to feeder elementary schools. Consider visiting at least once each term of the school year. These visits provide opportunities for students to ask pertinent questions and to become familiar with some people they will be encountering at the middle school.
· Prior to visiting, students should be surveyed to determine the issues that most concern them (sample survey in resources section). The results of the survey should be used to plan agendas for future visits thereby providing the information that is most relevant to the students.

· Rising middle school students could also write specific questions to be shared with middle school visitors in advance. These questions as well as the answers should be used to develop an “FAQ” for future visitors.
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Things to Consider:





It is recommended that visits be conducted with class size groups rather than whole grades. This leads to more informal conversations and allows students to more freely express any concerns they may have.











Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Identifying%20Student%20and%20Parent%20Concerns.pdf" ��Identifying student and parent concerns�
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