Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  School Expo
When:  Spring prior to the transition to middle level
Audience:  Upcoming middle grades students and their   

                     parents/families
Process:
In the middle grades, students often have more opportunities to become part of school teams, clubs, and other types of student organizations than they had in the elementary grades.  Participating in these types of school groups can help make a student feel more connected to the school.  Use a school expo as a means for sharing information about school groups and extracurricular activities and for beginning to connect upcoming students to the middle grades. 
· Arrange for school groups (e.g., band, chorus, cheerleaders, dance team, chess team) to perform.  Display student art work and class projects from other enrichment/exploratory classes
· Have clubs, teams, and organizations set-up information tables for students/families to visit.  At the tables have older students present to answer questions and talk with the younger students.  Ask each group to prepare a brochure or fact sheet for handing out at their table
· Ask a counselor and/or teachers to staff a table where several computers provide access to the Career Cruising website. Use this time to facilitate exploration of the ILP
· Distribute forms on which students can take notes about the clubs, teams or organizations in which  they are interested  
· Encourage new students to get to know each other, as well as getting to know older students and staff, by completing a “Who did I meet” scavenger hunt form 
· Have students prepare an ongoing slide show or video for playing during the expo that shows students engaged in various activities both during and after school  
· Create invitations for this event and send to feeder schools for upcoming students to take home to their parents/families[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





This event could be combined with a visit for upcoming students to the middle level school or it could be held after school.


Though many upcoming middle grades students may already have experience as a member of a team, club or other type of organization, for some this will be a new venture.


Instruct older students who sit at information tables to ask about a student’s prior experience.  It may be necessary to provide some background information and go over the expectations for participation in the club, organization, or team.


Check to see if local businesses will post the date and time of this event on their marquees.








Links:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/What%20should%20I%20join.doc"��What should I join?�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Who%20did%20I%20meet.doc"��Who did I meet?�
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