Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Success Journeys
When:  Summer prior to the transition to middle level
Audience:  Upcoming middle grades students and their parents/ 
       
                     families
Process:
An effective transition strategy for schools to consider and implement is conducting home visits. This strategy can have a very positive impact on student success and parent engagement as it helps bridge the gap between home and school and helps facilitate parent and teacher relationships. These visits can provide the teacher with much needed insights that can enhance the child’s in-school education.  Home visits provide an opportunity to develop a level of trust and rapport between home and school.  
· Contact other districts that have implemented home visits either as a voluntary option (Trigg County) or as a requirement for all teachers (Mason County) to discuss implementation and monitoring of home visits
· Choose for the visits students at-risk of failure or not performing at grade level, or students who are academically capable but have other family or personal issues that present a barrier to academic success
· Provide administrative guidance and support for teachers that may be reluctant to go on home visits at first

· Facilitate a professional development opportunity  for teachers who are new to the home visit process 
· Review with teachers  recommended practices for home visits by viewing a home visit “How to” video
· Provide a checklist of best practices that teachers can use to insure that the home visit is a positive experience for all involved 
· Distribute a log that teachers can use to log visits conducted and record anecdotal notes 
· Meet with teachers as a group after the visits to share experiences[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Teachers should select students with whom they would like to develop a closer relationship in order to assist them in reaching their full potential.


Assign teachers a partner to work with in conducting the visits.


Ask the FRYSC coordinator to be involved with the visits.








Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Home%20visit%20checklist.mht" ��Home visit checklist�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Success%20Journey%20Letter.pub" ��Success Journey letter�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Harvard%20Parent%20Teacher%20Home%20Visit%20Project.mht" ��Harvard Parent Teacher Home Visit Project�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Trigg%20County%20home%20visit%20article.mht" ��Trigg County home visit article�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.ascd.org/ascd_express/vol4/423_video.aspx"��Home visit “How to” video�
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