Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Summer Picnic


When:  Summer prior to the transition to middle level
Audience: Upcoming middle grades students and their parents/ 
       
                    families
Process: 
Casual gatherings, such as a summer picnic, are a great way to foster a sense of community for new families before the school year begins. 

· Publicize the picnic through a variety of methods:
· Mail letters announcing the picnic to the students that will be entering the middle grades for the first time when school begins 
· Announce in local newspaper and/or on local cable channel and radio stations
· Send announcement to local churches to include in their bulletins
· Offer incentives for attendance (e.g., gas cards, gift certificates, school supplies, tickets for school sponsored events)

· Ask the superintendent and/or other community leaders to be guest chefs that grill hamburgers, hot dogs, and/or chicken breasts for attendees
· Have informational tables (e.g., transportation director to answer bus schedule questions, teachers to hand out supply list, counselor with forms needed to be completed) set up for parents and guardians to visit
· Organize fun activities (e.g., face painting, relay races, arts and crafts, videos) for upcoming students and their younger siblings that might attend.  Ask high school service clubs to help with the activities

· Provide opportunities for interaction among families by placing tent cards on tables with “conversation starters”. At planned intervals ask families to read the card and discuss the topic at their tables
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Things to Consider:





Ask local civic clubs to help with the cost and serving of food.


Check with the FRYSC director for help with contacting families and making arrangements for the picnic.


Work with ELL and/or migrant programs to insure that those populations are notified and have transportation.


Ask the school cafeteria manager to help plan the menu and to help with the preparation of the food.


Be sensitive to cultural differences in diet, etiquette and dining practice. Offer food selections that accommodate cultural and medical diet restrictions of the populations you serve.


Either hold the picnic inside or if outside, have an alternative plan in case the weather is not cooperative.








Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Foods%20of%20the%20World%20.mht" ��Foods of the World�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Conversation%20starters%20for%20picnic.doc"��Conversation Starters�
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