Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Transition Camp
When:  Summer prior to transition to middle school
Audience:  Upcoming middle grades students 
Process:
Transition camps provide an opportunity for students to acclimate to a new school environment.  Camps aid in meeting the social and emotional as well as academic needs of upcoming middle grades students by offering experiences that create a sense of belonging before the school year begins.
· Choose a theme for the camp (e.g., Put Your Best Foot Forward, Yes I Can, Bridge to Success, Success in the Middle)
· Ask teachers to recommend current middle grades students to serve as camp guides

· Meet with student guides and their parents to discuss responsibilities and secure written parent permission

· Meet with camp guides to develop agenda and select activities

· Include sessions for students that will assist them in making a smooth transition to the middle grades and achieving academic success:

· Study skills

· Getting organized

· What to expect in the middle grades

· Bullying prevention

· Getting to know the school staff

· Tour of the building

· Locker relays

· What’s an ILP?

· Dealing with peer pressure

· Visit feeder elementary schools to explain the camp and hand-out permission slips or when upcoming students visit the school, discuss the camp and hand-out permission slips 

· Use a survey at the end of the camp for gathering students’ feedback to use in planning for future camps[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Solicit donations of school supplies to be given to students in need.


Ask the FRYSC director to help with the Transition Camp.


Investigate ways to provide transportation for students (e.g., public transit, donations from civic groups).


Place puzzle pieces at different locations in the school.  As the students tour the school have them collect the puzzle pieces fitting them together to form a shape that aligns with theme for the camp.














Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Summer%20Camp%20Games.doc" ��Summer Camp Games�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Sample%20Camp%20Schedule.doc" ��Sample Camp Schedule�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/SUMMERCAMP%20FLYER.pub" ��Summer Camp Flyer�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Mini%20camp%20leaders%20permission.doc" ��Mini -Camp Leaders  Permission�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Camper%20survey%20.doc" ��Camper Survey�
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