Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Understanding my child’s growing intellect
When:  Summer prior to the transition to middle level
Audience:  Parents of rising middle grades students
Process:
In order to aid parents in supporting their children’s academic growth, share and explain the implications of the  intellectual development characteristics of young adolescents listed below. Share “Tips for Parents” and discuss strategies parents can use to best support their child’s learning
· Wide range of individual intellectual development

· Transition from concrete to abstract thinking

· Intense curiosity, wide-ranging intellectual pursuits

· Active learners

· Prefer peer interaction during learning

· Respond greatly to opportunities for participation in real life situations

· Preoccupied with self

· Strong need for approval and easily discouraged

· Developing understanding of personal abilities

· Inquisitive about adults, challenging their authority and always observing them
· May be disinterested in academic subjects but are intellectually curious about the world and themselves

· Developing capacity to understand higher levels of humor
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Things to Consider:





Awareness of barriers that might exist in your community is critical to insuring the success of parent meetings. Consider the following barriers and suggested solutions as you plan:


Language: Solicit volunteers from local organizations to serve as translators both in recruitment efforts and during the meetings.


Schedule: Offer options for times to accommodate shift work, shared custody arrangements, etc.


Transportation: Work with local programs (migrant education, Chamber of Commerce, bus companies, cab companies, church’s with busses) to arrange for transportation for families that do not have cars.


Childcare issues: High school clubs and organizations could be accessed to provide childcare for younger siblings during the meetings. 














Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Characteristics%20of%20Young%20Adolescents.doc" ��Characteristics of Young Adolescents�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/What's%20Best%20For%20Kids%20-%20Tips%20for%20Parents%20-%20National%20Middle%20School%20Association.mht" ��Tips for Parents�
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