Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Write-On
When:   Spring prior to the transition to middle level
Audience:   Upcoming middle grades students
Process:
Providing upcoming middle grades students an opportunity to participate in a pen-pal program with current middle grades students will help connect new students to the middle level environment and answer some of their questions about the transition.  Also, it will help to teach and review letter writing for all involved.  
· Assign each upcoming middle grades student to a student who is completing their transition year.  Have students correspond 2-4 times during the last few months of the school year. Letters should address the questions and concerns of the younger student through the eyes of the older student 
· The first letter should come from the current middle grades student with basic information about the school, and with questions designed to build a relationship with the younger student. For example:

· Do you play an instrument or a sport?
· What is your favorite subject? 
· Do you have a pet? 
· Who is your favorite performer or sports player?

· The younger student would respond to the first letter and have an opportunity to ask questions and express concerns

· Future letters could include advice for and secrets to success in the middle grades
· If possible, host a get-together for those students who wish to meet their pen-pal in person. Organize ice-breaker activities and provide refreshments. Secure parent permission from all students attending the get-together
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Things to Consider:





If possible, use first names only in correspondence between students.


Always read correspondence (for appropriateness of content and language) before it is sent to another student. 














Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Kentucky%20Writing%20Handbook%20tk.pdf" ��Kentucky Writing Handbook�


�HYPERLINK "http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit32/lesson2.html"��Dear Fifth Grader�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Lesson%20Planning%20Icebreakers.mht"��Lesson Planning Ice Breakers�
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