Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Dive Right In
When:   Spring prior to the transition to high school
Audience:   Parents
Process:
The PTA/PTO can be a great avenue for schools to use to help get parents involved in the school setting.  Research shows that when parents are involved in their child's education, those students generally have higher grades and test scores, better attendance, and more consistently completed homework.  Ask the PTA/PTO to host events such as the following for incoming families and students:
· Family Dinner, perhaps a pot luck mixer   with a focus on how parents can best help their students succeed in high school.   Have a panel of parents of current students share their experiences and respond to questions of attendees.  Have a panel of older students meet with the incoming students to share tips on how to be a successful student
·  Picnic with activities such as corn hole   or horse shoe tournaments. The focus would be on building relationships with parents of rising high school students. Parents of students who are graduating could share their success stories and ideas on how to assist incoming high school students to succeed
·  Family ice cream social. In addition to enjoying some tasty ice cream, parents can gather information about how they can help their students in their coming years of high school and students 
· Family fun night where the focus is on “fun raising” not “fundraising.”  Food, games and a time to mingle and socialize would be the focus of the event[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Many factors contribute to a decrease in family involvement in high school. In order to maintain open communication schools must use a variety of settings to encourage parents to stay involved. 








Links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ptotoday.com/" ��PTO Today�


� HYPERLINK "http://kypta.org/" ��KY PTA�


� HYPERLINK "http://ptacentral.org/" ��PTO Central�


�














Moving Up: Transition Toolkit –Transition to high school
Developed in collaboration between Kentucky Department of Education and 
Center for Middle School Academic Achievement, Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond


