Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Welcome Aboard
When:  Spring prior to the transition
Audience:  Upcoming freshman students
Process:
Expanded social experiences in high school represent a new opportunity for students, especially those who may have experienced exclusion in middle school. Students in high school have the potential to establish new social networks that did not exist in their middle schools. Providing multiple opportunities for rising freshmen to interact with high school students is one way to assist new students in establishing social supports and relationships. Consider scheduling the following opportunities:
·  Invite middle level students to attend designated high school sporting events, plays or concerts and reserve seats for them

· Schedule a speaker/program that would be of interest to both middle level students as well as current high school students and invite the upcoming students to attend
· Assigning long-term projects for pairs or small groups from both schools 

· Assign a project that pairs small groups of eighth graders with high school student groups

· Organize joint extra-curricular opportunities for middle level and high school student such as club projects or service learning opportunities.
· Create cross grade school “teams” to play virtual games such as chess, hang-man or scrabble
· Host a high school dance and invite upcoming freshmen as special guests.[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Experiences that bring middle school and high school students together need careful planning and monitoring to produce optimum benefit for both groups. 


These experiences can be facilitated by school staff, parent volunteers or education majors from a local college.








Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Prior%20to%20transition%20activities/Transition%20from%20middle%20to%20high.pdf" ��Transition from middle to high�
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