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Ideas for better ILP Parent Involvement
SCHOOL SETTING

· Plan needs to be developed to distribute ILP access information to parents.  (email, postal, YSC, at sporting events, PTA, open house, school paper, etc.)

· Schools/districts could set up timelines for completion of ILP components and these could go out with report cards. Example: Your child has now completed his interest inventory and career search. Check his ILP for results. 

· Publish a monthly calendar with ideas for ILP uses for parents on it- For example:

· In September invite parents to view the career matchmaker. 

· October- Career choices

· November- Student Goals, etc.

· Distribute parent ILP information sheets at concerts, ballgames, PTA, Site Based meetings, YCS, Court House, public libraries, etc.

· Utilize advisor/advisee structure having each advisor contact their advisee’s parents to discuss the ILP.

· Start a monthly Principal’s newsletter or PTA newsletter that features different aspects of the ILP.

· Have ILP information on the school web page and school paper with links to the log in address.

· Include ILP Information, location for students to keep access information, suggested timelines, etc in the student’s academic planner.

· Develop a Parent Action Team to give training and spread the word about ILP’s.

· Supply all visitors with a courtesy card explaining the ILP.

· Provide parents with a copy of their child’s ILP when they come to school for meetings or other activities. 

· Hold an ice cream social, pot luck dinner, chili supper, or team picnics as a way of getting parents and staff together in a non-academic setting and promote the ILP.

· Provide parent education workshops for promoting study skills, career exploration, the ILP, etc.

· Publish a folder, flyer, refrigerator magnet, keychain, etc. that advertises the ILP.

· Utilize a phone system which provides homework information for parents to also provide ILP information. 

· Establish a parent advisory council to work with each grade level to make parents aware of what is to be completed each year in the ILP.

· Set up a parent welcome station manned by parents at the main entrance to the building. They can direct visitors, answer questions, pass out school literature, have a computer available so parents can view the ILP.)

· Have advisors call parents to discuss ILP throughout the year

· Hold a Parent University on a Saturday or at night.  Have them go through several authentic tasks such as the ILP in a computer lab.

· Have students conduct Student Led Conferences that include students leading their parents through their ILP.

· Establish a parent information center in your school, which will include the ILP.

· Advertise the ILP on a bulletin board that school visitors can easily see.

ACCESS and INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

· Have computer lab open so parents can log on to their child’s ILP, when parents are at school for various activities like ballgames, art exhibits, PTA meetings, etc.

· Have volunteers sponsor an ILP night once a month and have the computer labs and libraries opened for parents. (You could use different organization each month- Beta Club, National Honor Society, Science Club, FTA, etc.)

· Establish a parent chat room or online bulletin board around the ILP.

· Invite parents to a career/college fair that is developed around the careers represented align with student interest as indicated on their ILP’s
·  Conduct “Family Night” series of workshops for parents including topics such as testing strategies, financial aid, ILP, etc. Provide food! (You could have 2-4 a year.)

· Open a “Parent Resource Room” where parents can come into the school to use the computers, get information on KEES, Grad. Requirements, ILP’s, etc.

· Offer complimentary computer lab time to parents who have to wait on their students after school while the kids practice sports, academics, afterschool tutoring, etc.  

· Organize a “Coffee Break” for the parents inviting them to come inside the school for coffee and donuts, while they access their child’s ILP!

· Include presentation on the ILP at open house, family night, and/or parent night. 
· Have students do demonstrations or teach lessons during an open house on the ILP. Involve as many students as possible to encourage more parents to attend.

· Have a computer available in the Family Resource Center or Youth Service Center with the director trained in the ILP for parent use of the ILP.

· Have a School Report Night- Invite parents in to see portfolios of student’s work, including the ILP.
COMMUNITY SETTING

· Make ILP information available at public libraries, etc. for parents who don’t have computers. (instructions on how to log on, what to look for, how to complete the annual review)
· ILP Parent Promo Video could be put on Hometown TV, at Open House in the school or anytime parents are gathered.  

· Utilize community and faith based organizations (Banks, churches, businesses, etc.) to share the message that the ILP will help students with their future, consequently the future of the community.
· Present ILP information at community organizations such as Rotary, Boy/Girl scouts, Extension Agents, Women’s Club, Chamber of Commerce, etc.
· Schedule ILP sessions and parent meetings at local churches, community centers, etc.

· Place public service messages about the ILP on radio and TV and at booths at fairs, festivals, and sporting events. 

