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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

· Students with Intellectual Disabilities (ID) are those students who we used to say had mental retardation.

· Our society has not typically thought that students with ID could go on to post-secondary education.

· We tend to think students with ID have made a successful transition if they go directly from high school to work.

· However, within the past few years we have started seeing that post-secondary education, which we know is beneficial for the general student population, can be a viable post-school outcome for students with ID as well.

· Most students with ID will graduate from high school with a diploma and will be able to pass entrance exams for entering college/university.

· If a student has an ID, and graduates high school with a Certificate of Attainment (NOT a diploma), and cannot pass college entrance exams, he/she may be eligible for participation in a Comprehensive Transition Program (CTP) that may be offered by the college/university. 
· At the current time, Kentucky has no colleges/universities that provide a CTP.  The University of Kentucky Human Development Institute (UK/HDI) is working with colleges and universities to develop and implement CTPs.
· If a student would like more information about Kentucky’s efforts to develop CTPs, and supports that may be available now, please contact Jeff Bradford, Project Director of the Supported Higher Education Project (SHEP), jeff.bradford@uky.edu or (859)433-7470
· All students with disabilities, physical and/or intellectual, should make contact with the Disability Services Coordinator (DSC) at the college/university they are thinking about attending. By federal law, every institute of higher learning has someone who serves as DSC.
PROVIDING GUIDANCE TO STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

· Prior to meeting with student, make certain the student has means of communicating (check with the teacher to see how the student communicates and if there is someone, or something --assistive technology -- that helps the student to do so).
· Ask students what they are thinking about doing after high school.
· Ask students what kind of training/education they think they would need in order to get the kind of job they think they may want to have after high school. 
· Think about whether students’ post school career goals necessitate post-secondary education.
· If student would need post-secondary education to obtain the career/job they are interested in, ask the student what barriers they might face in doing so? How might they overcome these barriers? 

· Encourage students to participate in extra-/co-curricular activities while still in middle/high school. This will help them identify their interests, make community connections, and learn to work as part of a team -- all essential skills for life after high school. 

· Encourage students to actively participate in their Transition/Individual Education Program (IEP) meetings while still in middle/high school.
· Encourage them to think about what they want their life to look like after high school.

· Encourage them to share their thinking/goals with those on their IEP/Transition Team.

RESOURCES

· The University of Kentucky Human Development Institute (UK/HDI) is participating in the national model demonstration through its Supported Higher Education Project (SHEP) www.shepky.org
· Think College at the University of Massachusetts/Boston is the national Coordinating Center for college programs for students with intellectual disabilities. www.thinkcollege.net
· Heath Resource Center at George Washington University, a national clearinghouse on post-secondary education for students with disabilities http://www.heath.gwu.edu/
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