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Operation Preparation 2014
This week our activities for Operation Preparation continue on…..  
“In support of our efforts, the Kentucky Department of Education and the Department of Workforce Development have set aside the month of March for Operation Preparation – a community-based advising initiative. During Operation Preparation, trained volunteer community advisors will meet one-on-one with 8th-and 10th-grade students in a public setting. Using the student’s Individual Learning Plan (ILP) they will talk with the student about the student’s career aspirations and required education/training; whether the student is on target to meet these goals; and whether the student is taking the courses recommended to prepare for a successful future.”
							Kentucky Department of Education

On Wednesday, March 19, the Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) had the wonderful opportunity to partner with Humana.  Through the work and organization of Humana employees, Ava Martin and Erik Eaker, many of our middle and high school students were able to visit Humana Corporate Office Headquarters in downtown Louisville.  Eighth and tenth grade students received advice from Humana employees who served as advisors.  In addition, Martin recruited more than 30 volunteers for our 7th – 12th grade students to be advised as well. Advisors were able to review Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s), discuss career goals, and provide encouragement for the hard work and dedication it takes to be successful in school.  The volunteers also gave the students a tour of the Humana tower and invited students and staff to have lunch in the Hub.  

The day was packed with activity. For many of our students, this was their first experience in downtown Louisville and their first experience in a large corporate setting.  There is a saying, “You don’t know what you don’t know….” and if our students don’t know that there are opportunities out there for them, how can they aspire to the opportunities discussed?  The experience provided real world experience and advising.  

Some comments from students included:

“That was the most inspiring conversation I ever had with an adult.”

“I want to go to college so I can work in a place like this.”

“I thought I wanted to be an English teacher.  Now I know there are many jobs I can have with that degree.”

From Humana advisors:

“Student was well prepared.” 
“Student was so well-spoken.”

“We should continue this advising on an annual basis.”

“Student asked many great questions and had great insights.”
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“Is it possible for this to expand into job shadowing?”

Many advisors want to be ongoing mentors and/or encouraged the students to contact them at any time for advice or networking.

We also heard that our visit was enlightening for many of the volunteers.  We hope the opportunity helped to break down barriers and preconceived ideas.  We encouraged our students to answer all questions about their visual impairment and to be the best ambassadors for those with visual impairments. From feedback received, the students did a beautiful job in answering questions and advocating for their needs. 

We send a huge thank you to Humana volunteers Ava Martin and Erik Eaker and the other team members at Humana that welcomed us so warmly.  They really may have helped to change the life goals of an individual child.

Helping our students to become College and/or Career ready is the goal for ALL our students.  We will continue other activities for our elementary, middle and high school students that were not on this trip.  Stay tuned for updates from those other trips!  
Please continue to help your children think about “What’s next?” and to help them set life-long learning goals.
As always, please do not hesitate to call with questions or concerns.
Elaine Hall
Elaine.hall@ksb.kyschools.us

