Early Graduation – Guide for Post-Secondary Admissions
This pathway is open for any Kentucky high school student and is a step toward meeting the needs of students who can demonstrate college readiness within a three year period.
For more information, FAQ, Guidance and the legislation refer to the KDE Early Graduation Webpage: http://education.ky.gov/educational/AL/Pages/Early-Graduation.aspx
Information for post-secondary admissions:
· Early Graduation is an amendment to KAR 7 3:305 (Minimum requirements for graduation).
· In the first year of implementation, around 300 Kentucky students intended to Graduate Early. Many of these students are 9th or 10th graders but there should be an estimated 100-150 each year who will complete the pathway.
· These students have demonstrated proficiency in the end of course exams of English II, Algebra II, Biology and US History. 
· They have met CPE defined CCR benchmarks on the ACT, COMPASS or KYOTE.
· In the founding legislation, Early Graduation was meant to be an accelerated path to college for placement in credit-bearing courses without the need for remediation.
· Students will have an official letter from KHEAA stating they are “Early Graduates” That letter indicates they have completed the required coursework and met the criteria. KHEAA will forward their one time Scholarship to the college they have indicated they will be attending along with any KEES money earned. 
· Students may enroll and receive the Scholarship either the fall or spring semester of their first year after graduating. While they may still enroll after that first year, they do not receive the one time Scholarship.
· They may enroll at area technical colleges, community colleges, online courses, career colleges, four year colleges and public universities and non-profit independent colleges and universities.
When talking to these students and parents:
· Ideally this conversation takes place BEFORE the student begins the pathway so they can plan their high school coursework to meet college admissions requirements.
· When entering this pathway, students and parents are advised by KDE support materials that graduating through this path ensures a diploma but not necessarily readiness for college admission.
· Students should be taken on a case by case basis, although the regulation states they have a diploma, readiness means something different for each student.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students and parents are counseled to consider social and emotional maturity as well as academic ability before pursuing this path.
· Suggestions for students who may want to wait until junior year to finish “Early Graduation”
· Pursuing a career pathway to be college and career ready
· Pursuing early college (concurrent enrollment) to gain experience to “bridge” high school and college expectations
· Pursuing dual credit to accumulate college credit
· Take IB or AP courses for the experience of the rigor of college courses
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