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Advising-
All 8th, 10th and 12th grade students were paired with an advisor from the American Printing House for the Blind.  We felt this pairing was an important part of our advising sessions.  We wanted to make sure our students with visual impairments met with those who had visual impairments themselves, or were very familiar with the needs of a visually impaired student.  Therefore, sessions were not only focused on career goals, aspirations, and test scores, but also on obstacles and needs related to their visual impairment.  We received wonderful feedback from students and advisors about the value of these sessions. Students saw value in “real world” advising outside our school walls.

Middle School:
	Middle school teachers requested a trip to the University of Louisville for our middle school students.  While U of L doesn’t usually offer tours to middle school students, we felt it important to make the notion of “college” life and college campus into a more hands on experience.  Many of our students may not have had any frame of reference every time we talk about “college” here at school.  Therefore, we took middle school students and 9th, 10th and 11th grade students to campus.  U of L disabilities coordinator, Bob Blake, was such an asset to yet again take such a great amount of time with our KSB students.  The admissions office and student tour guides were an inspiration to our students.
	The trip was a huge success.  Many came back making plans to room together in college and talked with excitement about classes they wanted to take.  We were able to tie in Plan and Explore scores leading to ACT scores – and the importance of ACT scores in admissions.  They truly seemed to make real life connections. 
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Also included in this trip was a simple lunch outing.  Students ordered themselves, managed trays in a crowd, felt the notion of getting to campus on time, etc.  Many staff came back with ideas of future lessons related to weaknesses we saw in this crowded setting.




Elementary Students:

For our youngest students, we wanted to introduce the concept of manufacturing. We took our elementary students to LC Industries to introduce the idea of manufacturing. We also took some high school students as well. Many times, career exploration is all about exposure to new ideas and concepts. We wanted our young students to learn there are MANY different ways they can share their time and talents.

LC Industries is a non-profit company located close to KSB campus.  They are a company that manufactures items for military personnel. Right now one item they assemble are the dinnerware packets that hold forks, knives, napkins, etc. that are often found at all picnics and restaurants.  These are assembled on an assembly line - so students got to tour the line and see the inside of the factory. The goal was to get students thinking about how all things are made, and that items don't just appear in front of us in this ready fashion without some behind the scenes work. Teamwork and social skills were on clear display. Debbie Petit, Plant Manager, was a wonderful host to two different group tours.

In the classroom, teachers covered many Core Content goals in the area of Practical Living. They related these to our manufacturing theme.

We then came back to KSB and started our own manufacturing line.  With Lowes’ Building Supply, Hurstbourne Parkway, as our partner, we manufactured small garden/seed holders to grow plants. These kits, along with aprons and hammers, were provided by Lowes’, and specifically Tom, who supplied all our needs. We made these on an assembly line at school so students could put into practice what they got to learn about at LC Industries. Again, making real life connections to lessons learned in school.

[image: ]The activities were a huge success where students made real life connections to career exploration.
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