Transitional Course Frequently Asked Questions
1) Q: Are all students who are 1-3 points away from ACT benchmarks in reading and/or math required to take these transitional courses?
A: Schools are required to offer transitional courses, or some other measured intervention for any student who falls below benchmark scores on the ACT (note: this is not just for those 1-3 points below, but for everyone below benchmarks). 

2) Q: Should students who are already enrolled in fourth-year math or language arts class be pulled from their current classes in order to take these transitional courses?
A: The mathematics transition course offered by KDE and its external partners could count as the fourth year mathematics credit for students. However, these courses may also be used as an intervention by offering it before or after school, as a supplement to another math or language arts class, or as part of an scheduled intervention time. The intention for this course is NOT to pull students from the courses that interest them, but to provide resources to help them succeed. Each student will require a different level of intervention and the amount of time a student needs to spend in this intervention will vary for each student.
3) Q: A student scored 1-3 points away from ACT benchmark in math, but is enrolled in calculus during senior year. Should the student be pulled out of calculus for this transitional course?  
A: Students should NOT be pulled from advanced classes for transitional courses. Instead, steps should be taken to determine the specific skills that need strengthened, and target the student’s intervention of those skills as a supplement to an existing course.
4) Q: Is it possible that the intervention courses in reading and/or math could prevent students (regular and special education) from participation in vocational school? 
A: This course may be used as an intervention by offering it before or after school, as a supplement to another math or language arts class, or for the student to follow independently or with a tutor. The intention for this course is NOT to pull students from the courses that interest them, but to provide resources to help them succeed. Each student will require a different level of intervention and the amount of time a student needs to spend in this intervention will vary for each student.

5) Q: Will the intervention courses require the same highly qualified standards in terms of teacher certification?

A: If the course is taught for academic credit, the teacher must be certified. If the course is taught as an out-of-school intervention, a certified teacher will need to be involved, but classified personnel may be used. 
6) Q: As a transition service provided by the district, students with disabilities are required to have outlined a multi-year course of study (through the student’s anticipated exit year). How will this be done for a student who has not yet taken the ACT, but who will have developed a multi-year course of study? 
A: A student’s formative assessment scores could be used to predict needs on the ACT. Additionally, the course could be offered to these students, in addition to their course of study, as an intervention rather than a course.
7) Q: What is the timeline for provision of transitional courses? 
A: The courses will be made available by September, 2010.
8) Q: Districts that have already developed master schedules for SY 2010-11 and may have no knowledge of transitional course requirement. How are they to fit it into their schedules?

A: The transitional courses are not required. The only requirement is for schools to offer a measured intervention for any student not meeting benchmark. This course may be used as an intervention by offering it before or after school, as a supplement to another math or language arts class, or for the student to follow independently or with a tutor.
9) Q: Schools may have already developed student schedules for SY 2010-11 for seniors who may also need to take the transitional course(s). How will this fit into seniors’ schedules?
A: The only requirement is for schools to offer a measured intervention for any student not meeting benchmark. This course may be used as an intervention by offering it before or after school, as a supplement to another math or language arts class, or for the student to follow independently or with a tutor.

10) Q: Is it possible that districts are already fulfilling the mandate to offer interventions for students based on their ACT score and will not need to offer an actual transition course?

A: Yes, it is highly possible that schools and districts already have programs or interventions in place to assist students.  Students must be offered a transition course OR another, measured, intervention.  Schools may be already be offering interventions based on students universal screening scores in order to intervene before a student takes the ACT. This is highly recommended.  However, if that student’s ACT scores are still not above benchmark, that intervention needs to continue for the students.  Schools may also be participating in a transition-type activity with their local post-secondary institution, which obviously counts as a measured intervention or transition course.  Many schools and districts have highly effective intervention programs in place and are interceding on students’ behalf in reading and mathematics prior to the ACT.  These interventions may continue in place of a transition course as long as the student’s ongoing progress is measured in some way.

11) Q: Are schools required to teach this course on line?

A: No. The course is being offered as a face-to-face course.  It is possible that there will be an online component of the course in the future, but that is not available at this time.
12) Q: Do we have to teach every concept in every module?

A: No. In the best case scenario, teachers would pre-assess students and determine what aspects of which modules that student really needs to master and then offer the student those pieces.  A post-assessment could show that a student has mastered the content he or she was missing.  It will be more difficult with the reading course than with the mathematics to determine sections a student may need because of the content-reading focus of that course.
13) Q: How much will this material cost?

A: This course is free to schools and districts.
14) Q: Do students get credit for the transitional courses?

A: Ultimately, this is a district decision.  If the course itself as offered as a full course, or as a credit-based transition course, then it makes sense to award credit.  The mathematics course could count as the 4th math credit, or as an elective. The reading course would count as an elective.

15) Q: What does SB 1, or any other legislation, actually say about interventions. I know the material on the links below is intended for 12th graders who did not meet benchmarks  on ACT last year, but what does the law actually say about identifying students for intervention, timeframe for delivery of interventions, content of interventions, documentation we need to be keeping on the interventions we’re providing, etc.?
A: SB1 outlines the requirement of reducing the number of students who enter college having to take remedial coursework. We are charged with reducing this number significantly over the next several years. Here are some links that may be helpful in answering these questions.
· The link to the EPAS legislation can be found here: http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/158-00/6459.PDF. 

· The new Minimum Graduation Requirements (also legislation) requires a transitional course OR some other measured, monitored intervention for any student who does not meet benchmarks on the ACT: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/704/003/305reg.htm
· When do we have to implement RTI? 

While there are no timelines specifically for the implementation of RtI/KSI, there are requirements in the regulations for exceptional children that one must consider.  Pursuant to 707 KAR 1:300 under Child Find there are specific requirements under Section 3. Referral System.  Also, in 707 KAR 1:310 there are provisions for a local school district to use RtI to determine a child eligible as having a specific learning disability.  This will also be dependent on your local district policies and procedures for exceptional children. http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Kentucky+System+of+Interventions/Frequently+Asked+Questions+-+Kentucky+System+of+Interventions.htm  
· Appendix C – Legislation That Created RTI: http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional+resources/kentucky+system+of+interventions/appendices/appendix+c+%E2%80%93+legislation+that+created+rti.htm  
Reading Transition Course FAQ’s

1) Q: Why is the course being offered through KDE content based reading?

A: The team of professionals working on the reading course based their decision on many factors: a) the format of the ACT, b) the state standards and c) the college and career readiness standards.  Students are often engaged in literary reading in their educational experience, but they are exposed to very little content based texts.  The nature of this course is to help students gain knowledge and strategies for reading in the content areas because this is largely the type of reading they will be doing in college and in the workplace.

2) Q: Why are there no learning targets or student objectives in the reading course?

A: There are guiding questions provided for teachers as they plan for the units in this course, but the courses are very broad in nature and teachers have the option of tailoring their daily learning targets, or student objectives, as they see fit to best meet the needs of their students.

Mathematics Transition Course FAQ’s

1) Q: If my school does not have time to teach the entire course, what are the most important concepts that really need to be covered?

A: The best answer to this question is that the most important concepts to be taught are the ones that the student has not already mastered.  It would be most effective to pre-assess the student and determine what areas of need exist and then address the instructional components to those needs. However, overall, the most important concepts indentified within the course as identified by the mathematics team are the following: section 2- simplifying expressions; section 3- linear equations and graphing; section 4- quadratic equations and section 6A- properties of exponents.
