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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: RTA Steering Committee
LIAISON: Judy Halasek

	MEETING DATE: April 22, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Judy Halasek


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Lindy Harmon, Committee Chair, Lena Wilson, Gala Catron, Carla Purcell, Judy Embry, Janice Almasi, Kim Willhoite, Johnny Collett, Kathy Garrett

Additional Attendees: April Pieper, Kristin Burton, Judy Halasek


	Agenda Item: 

Introduce new members 
Discussion/Action: Janice Field Almasi Ph.D., Dr. Nancy Hulan, Carla Purcell and Kim Willhoite introduced themselves.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	

	Agenda Item: Travel/Substitute Reimbursement Forms
Discussion/Action: Forms were in packets and Judy Halasek reviewed the procedure for reimbursement.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: RTA Program Update
Discussion/Action: Judy Halasek shared data compiled by the Commissioner’s Delivery Unit. There was a map of the 2012 elementary reading proficiency showing which districts received RTA grant money. Data for the ten highest and lowest performing RTA schools on the 2012 KPREP was discussed.
Key Questions/Concerns: A request was made for trend data from previous years showing CATS scores for each individual RTA school. A request was also made for information on gap groups in RTA schools.  A request was made to see the proficient/distinguished, apprentice, and novice scores for all RTA schools, and the teaching experience of the RTA teachers at those schools. There was discussion on how to collect data on the effectiveness of RTA on individual students.


	

	Agenda Item: Budget Update
Discussion/Action: 

Kristin Burton answered questions from the committee concerning grant money that does not go directly for RTA grants.  She was not aware of how this money is spent but is asking leadership the following questions:

· Are the schools who receive this extra money RTA schools?

· Is the money going to low performing schools?

· Is the money being spent on reading?

· How many years has the money been spent in this way?

· Will it be spent on other schools next year?

· Is the money going only to elementary schools?

· Are those schools being held accountable and if so, how?
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: Assurance Statements
Discussion/Action: The current assurance statement was discussed and a motion by Judy Embry was made to remove the half day option, seconded by Janice Almasi. It was also suggested by Kim Willhoite that the name of the RTA teacher and the principal be on the front cover of the assurance statement.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: Opening of the RFA
Discussion/Action: A motion was made by Lindy Harmon to open the RFA and seconded by Kim Willhoite. Recommendations for the RFA include:

· Limiting the grant approved programs to the top 4 or 5 programs currently being used

· Redefining highly trained teachers

· Schools must agree to a standardized diagnostic assessment

· Bonus points will be awarded for current RTA schools that can demonstrate success

· Bonus points will be awarded to focus and priority schools

· Schools must share growth data for accountability each year
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	

	

	

	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
A date for the next steering committee meeting was set for Monday, June 3 at 1:00 in the Capital Plaza Tower.   At 11:35 the meeting adjourned.
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