CRITERIA TO QUALIFY FOR THE USE OF AN ALTERNATE SAMPLE SIZE FOR VERIFICATION
Previous year reporting for verification

1.  SFA must have reported a non-response rate less than 20%.

*SFA’s with 20,000 or more students categorized free or reduced by application can qualify if they show a 10% decrease in their non-response rate from the previous year.

2. Completed verification activities by November 15th as required, or by the State Agency approved extension date if an extension was granted.

3. Calculated the correct number of applications to verify according to the sample size method used.
4. Verified the correct number of applications as indicated by the sample size method used – no more and no less than indicated.

5. The SFA must have utilized the sample size method for which they were approved.

Previous year CRE

1.  No findings related to the sample pool.  Examples:  must have been based on the students approved as of October 1st; no directly certified or other exempt students included, etc…
2. No findings related to the sample size.  Examples:  Must have been correctly calculated for the method used; application type be appropriate for the method used; replaced applications correctly if applicable, etc…

3. No findings related to the manner in which the SFA verified the applications.  Examples:  Income applications verified all income reported with the appropriate documentation as indicated in the Eligibility manual; Case number applications verified with the appropriate documentation as indicated in the Eligibility Guidance; Direct Verification conducted according to requirements, etc…

4.  No findings that result in a non-response rate 20% or higher.
5. No findings related to inadequate documentation maintained to demonstrate compliance to all requirements in the Eligibility manual the verification activities conducted.
