Independent Review of Applications 
(SP 44-2014 and SP 62-2014)

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) included several provisions to help increase effectiveness and integrity in Child Nutrition Programs.  As part of an effort to decrease certification error during the eligibility determination process, section 304 of the HHFKA requires that certain local education agencies (LEAs) conduct a second, independent review of applications for free and reduced price meal benefits before eligibility determinations are made.  

There are two criteria used when state agency selects LEAs that must conduct a second review. 

1) Beginning in SY 2014-2015, LEAs that demonstrate high levels of, or a high risk for administrative error associated with certification and benefit issuance are required to conduct a second review of applications.  SCN selected and notified those LEAs. 
a.  LEAs that have hired new administrative staff or implemented a new electronic system.
b. LEAs who are new to the NSLP and NSBP
c. LEAs that have 5-10 % of the certification/benefit issuance in error. 
2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Any LEAs found to have 10% or more of certification/benefit issuance error during an Administrative Review.  SCN will divide the number of errors from the SFA-2 form by the total number of certification benefits reviewed by the State. 
What does a second review of applications look like?                                             [image: C:\Users\vcrouch\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\FDD7ET00\MC900196322[1].wmf]

A second review of applications requires a re-evaluation of the eligibility determination made by the original determining official, based on the information provided by the household on the application.  The second review must determine whether the application is complete, i.e., the application contains the signature of an adult household member, the last four digits of a social security number (or an indication of “none”), names of all household members including the student for whom application is made, income amount (received by each household member identified by the individual who receives it), income source, income frequency or categorical information, if applicable.  The second review must also confirm the applications were correctly approved based on current income eligibility guidelines or categorical eligibility information, as applicable, and the master list or roster of student names correctly records the student’s eligibility. 

Reporting of the Results of the Second Review
The new form, FNS 742a, is to capture data related to the Second Review of Applications.  It will capture the number and type of errors that contribute to incorrect eligibility or ineligibility determinations.  This form should be submitted to SCN no later than November 15th of each school year. SCN must report the information to FNS annually. 

Resources/References:
SP 44-2014, Questions and Answers Related to the Independent Review of Applications
SP 62-2014, Release of the new LEA Second Review of Applications Report 
Form FNS-742 a
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