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DATE:
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The purpose of this memo is to clarify reimbursable meals served family style in the NSLP and SBP programs.  Several schools and districts have implemented a family style service most prevalently for preschool aged children and have been claiming those meals for reimbursement through the NSLP and SBP.  USDA Policy Memo SP 35-2011 provides States the option of authorizing family style meal service in the NSLP and SBP.  The Division of School and Community Nutrition has not adopted that option to allow family style meal service in Kentucky in the NSLP and SBP.  As such, meals served family style are not reimbursable.
Through the course of CRE reviews, critical issues have been consistently observed where this meal service style has been implemented.  The required procedures as described in FNS Instruction 783-9 were not implemented, invalid meal counting procedures utilized, non-reimbursable meals or components served, lack of temperature holding equipment utilized for hot and cold foods throughout the meal service and inadequate record keeping to support the meals claimed maintained.
For schools and districts that wish to continue or adopt a family style meal service for students, the CACFP program may be an appropriate option in which reimbursement of the meals may be allowable.  
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Should you have questions regarding this policy, please contact Sue Bartenfield at 502/564-5625, extension 4922.
