
PLE Calculation Tool Self Check 

Step 1: Ensure the unrounded price requirement used is accurate 
 

To check the accuracy of the SY 2012-2013 unrounded price requirement entered in “Step 1” 

reference the identified weighted average price requirement in the previous year PLE or 

reference Box A in the report tab in the previous year PLE.  

 

To reference the weighted average price in the previous year PLE to enter as the unrounded 

price requirement in the current year PLE: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Check the current PLE calculations to 

see that the unrounded requirement 

was entered.  It should match the 

weighted average price requirement 

from last year’s step 1 on the PLE. 

 

Previous Year PLE 

Current 

Year PLE 



 

To reference the unrounded price in the previous year PLE report: 

 

Go to the “SY2013-2014REPORT” tab. 

 

 

 

If the previous year PLE is found to have not been completed correctly or to conduct an extra check that 

the carried forward unrounded amount used in Step 1 is accurate, complete the calculator at the 

bottom of the “Unrounded Requirement Finder” tab.  

 

Under the tab SY2013-2014 

REPORT, box A in Section 1 

identifies the unrounded price 

requirement amount that should 

match what is entered in the 

current year PLE. 

To determine the SY2010-2011 

Weighted Average Price, click here to 

be redirected to the appropriate tab. 



 

 

  

 

Enter the number of paid lunches claimed for each price point in October 2010 to determine the 

2010-2011 weighted average paid lunch price in the SY10-11 Price Calculator. 

 
 

Once completed, return to the “Unrounded Requirement Finder” tab to enter the SY2010-2011 

weighted average price into the calculator. 

 

 
 

 

There is an option to put in the 2010-

2011 Weighted Average Price in order 

to get the SY 2013-2014 Price 

requirement to enter in Step 1.  The 

price in the yellow box, Price 2, is 

entered in the first box in Step 1. 

The SY2010-2011 

weighted average price is 

entered into the optional 

calculator in the 

Unrounded Requirement 

Finder tab. 



 

 

Step 2- Ensure that the weighted average price is 

calculated accurately 
 

 
 

 The weighted average price is calculated in the “SY 14-15 Price Calculator tab. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second party the number of paid 

lunch meals entered for each 

price point. Use the October 

2013 claims in CNIPS to aid in 

ensuring accuracy. 

 



Step 3 – Ensure that the plan to address a required price 

increase is documented accurately 
 

When an increase in the weighted average paid lunch price is identified, there are 3 options 

available to SFA’s.  Paid lunch prices can be increased, non-federal funds can be paid to the child 

nutrition account or paid lunch prices can be partially raised with non-federal funds paid to 

make up the difference.  Ensure that the appropriate tabs are completed according the option 

that is chosen.   

 Raise Lunch Prices – Complete “Step 3” on the bottom of the tab “SY 14-15 Price 

Calculator” 

 Use non-federal funds – Complete the tab “SY 14-15 NonFederal Calculator” 

 Partial increase and use non-federal funds – Complete the tab “SY 14-15 Split 

Calculator” 

 

Option 1 - If an increase in the weighted average paid lunch price is indicated and the plan is to 

raise paid lunch prices, the chart should be completed to determine the paid lunch prices for the 

next SY.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Ensure that the new 

paid lunch prices 

entered result in a new 

weighted average price 

that is equal to or 

greater than the 

required weighted price 

increase with a 10 cent 

cap. 



Option 2  - If non-federal funds are going to be utilized to ensure sufficient funds are provided 

for paid lunch meals, then the tab “SY 14-15 NonFederal Calculator” should be completed. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Ensure that the current 

weighted average paid 

price entered matches the 

price calculated on the “SY 

14-15 Price Calculator” tab. 

(See Step 2) 

Second party the annual 

number of paid lunch 

price meals claimed in 

SY 2012 – 2013 with the 

number of meals 

entered into the 

calculator. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ensure that the correct total is 

listed for the amount of 

nonfederal funds that were 

contributed to the child 

nutrition account in SY 2013-

2014 to offset a paid lunch 

price increase for SY 2014-

2015.  This is not a common 

practice and most likely will be 

zero. 



Option 3 – If non-federal funds will be used in addition to a partial paid lunch price increase, 

then the tab “SY 14-15 Split Calculator” should be completed. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The “Monthly # of Paid Lunches” 

should be the same number of 

paid lunch meals used to 

calculate the SY 2012-2013 

average weighted paid lunch 

price. 

The “Paid Lunch Price” should be 

paid lunch prices that are higher 

than the current lunch prices that 

were used to calculate the 

current weighted average.  The 

average weighted paid price 

calculated should be less than 

what is needed to meet the 

average weighted price increase 

with a 10 cent cap on the SY 14-

15 Price Calculator. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check to ensure that the New 

Price entered is the same price 

calculated from the above 

tool. 

Second party 

the annual 

number of 

paid lunch 

price meals 

claimed in SY 

2012 – 2013 

with the 

number of 

meals entered 

into the 

calculator. 

 
Ensure that the correct total is listed 

for the amount of nonfederal funds 

that were contributed to the child 

nutrition account in SY 2013-2014 to 

offset a paid lunch price increase for 

SY 2014-2015.  This is not a common 

practice and most likely will be zero. 

 



Step 4 – Ensure that the plan is properly identified on the 

SY 2014-2015 Report. 

 
Go to the “SY2014-2015 REPORT” tab.   

 

            

    OR 

           

 

 

Check to ensure that the plan to 

address a required price increase 

is identified in the dropdown 

box.  The dropdown box should 

be blank only if no price increase 

was required. 


