inTEAM’s Menu Compliance Tool- New Breakfast Meal Pattern

While USDA has approved inTEAM’s Menu Compliance Tool for lunch certification use. USDA does not currently evaluate breakfast meal pattern tools under the new meal patterns that go into effect 2013-2014. State Agencies do have the flexibility to determine how they evaluate the breakfast meal patterns, and may use any resource that fits their needs.

inTEAM’s tool  was developed to assist SFA s in planning menus  following the new breakfast meal pattern, thus identifies and calculates:
1. Daily Minimum for the following Meal Components: Fruit/Vegetable, Grain,  and Milk
2. Daily Nutrient Statistics (Sodium is not regulatory until 2014-2015)
3. Weekly Nutrient Statistics ( Sodium is not regulatory until 2014-2015)
4. Weekly Component Statistics
5. Weekly Juice or Milk Served

Additional features of inTEAM’s tool for the new breakfast meal pattern:
1. 4, 6, 7 day functionality

USDA has not published any  additional guidance on the new breakfast meal patterns, and clarification/confirmation of regulations have not been provided. Therefore, inTEAM’s tool does not  yet address the following points/questions:

1. Substituting 1 oz. eq. of meat/meat alternate with the grain, once 1 oz. eq. of grain minimum for the day has been met
1. When substituting  1 oz. eq. of meat/meat alternate with the grain, once 1 oz. eq.  of grain minimum  for the day has been met, would the meat/meat alternate  be considered a daily count of grains, when daily grains and  weekly min and max of grains are calculated.
1. If vegetables are substituted for fruits, once the menu has met the 2 cups per week of the following vegetable subgroups: dark green, red/orange, beans/peas, or other vegetables. Starchy vegetables may only be served once the 2 cups per week has been met. It is presumed that this would also apply to vegetable mixes including starchy vegetables, which would fall into the additional vegetable to reach total category. 
1. 50% of the grains must be whole grains. 

Since the new breakfast meal pattern regulations will not go into effect until 2013-2014, inTEAM has chosen to eliminate the “Regulation Met” rows for the breakfast tool until further notice. This will ensure that there is not confusion with what is actually regulatory for the 2012-2013 completion of the certification process.

Due to the elimination of a “Regulation Met” row, KYDOE may choose to use inTEAM’s tool, to evaluate breakfast in the "old" meal pattern or the "new" meal pattern to assist the entire district in gaining the extra 6 cents from certification. In addition, KYDOE may be able to provide technical assistance to assist districts in meeting the new breakfast meal patterns by 2013-2014 school year. 

It is recommended that the State Agency document an internal written policy on the use of the inTEAM Menu Compliance Tool for the evaluation of breakfast certification purposes. 

