The Child and Adult Care Food Program
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The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) is a federal program that provides monetary reimbursement to child care centers, day care homes, and adult day care centers that serve nutritious meals to program participants. The program is designed specifically to help organizations enhance meal services by providing better quality food than they may be able to serve without it.)
HOW DOES IT WORK?
Through the CACFP the federal government helps certain kinds of organizations and facilities pay for nutritious meals they serve to participants. The program is available to:
Public and private nonprofit organizations providing licensed nonresidential day care services, such as:

· Centers and At-Risk Sites that care for school-age children when they are not in school
· Day care homes (homes licensed/approved to care for up to 12 children)
· Institutions providing day care for handicapped children
· Adult care centers
· Private for-profit centers
· Others meeting program regulations
Child care centers, outside-school hour’s centers, and adult care centers can participate in the CACFP either independently or through a sponsoring organization that accepts full administrative and financial responsibility for the program. Day care homes must participate through a sponsoring organization; they cannot enter the CACFP directly.
WHO CAN BE SERVED?
The CACFP can reimburse participating facilities and organizations for meals served to children 12 years or younger. There are three exceptions: children of migrant workers can be as old as 15 years old, people with physical or mental handicaps can be any age if they receive care at a center where most of the enrollees are 18 years old or younger, and At-Risk/After-School programs can serve children 18 and under. Adult day care centers are reimbursed for meals served to participants 18 and older enrolled in the center for care.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
All institutions that receive funds through the CACFP must have a license/approval issued by the Cabinet for Families and Children. At-Risk Sites must have a license if they care for children for more than twenty hours a week. For more information, call the Division of Licensing and Regulations, (502)564-7962. A sponsoring organization that is responsible for the administration of the CACFP funds does not have to be, licensed for day care services, but the facility actually caring for children and adults must be licensed.
All non-profit sponsors must have tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code before they apply for participation in the CACFP. Family day care homes are not required to be tax-exempt, but their sponsors that are private organizations must be tax-exempt.
For Profit sponsors must qualify by meeting a minimum of 25% of the enrollment or license capacity that fall into the free or reduced priced category.






MEAL SERVICE
Ail institutions participating in the CACFP must serve meals that meet nutrition standards set by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Child care centers may receive reimbursement for up to two meals and one snack OR two snacks and one meal per child per day. Adult day care centers and family day care homes may receive reimbursement for up to two meals and one snack per participant per day.
WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE?
The CACFP provides financial assistance to child and adult care centers and sponsoring organizations of day care homes so the participants enrolled in day care can receive nutritious meals.
Program payments to child care centers, outside-school-hours care centers and adult care centers are calculated by the following equation:
Number of meals served to eligible participants 
Multiplied by 
The appropriate rates of reimbursement.
The rate for each participant depends on the size of the family and the family's income.
All meals served by day care homes under the CACFP are reimbursed at the payment rate for that type meal. Homes receive the full rate for each meal that meets program requirements. The sponsoring organization must pass the full food service payment to the day care home, unless the sponsoring organization provides part of the home's food service.
Day care home providers receive reimbursement for meals served to their own children only when (1) their household meets the family size and income standards for free and reduced-price meals and are participating in the CACFP and (2) other children who do not live in the home are enrolled and present in day care at the home and participating in the Program.
Separate administrative funds are provided to sponsoring organizations for each home they sponsor.
ADMINISTERING AGENCY
In Kentucky, the CACFP is administered by the Kentucky Department of Education.
For more details, write or call:
Jennifer Alvis, Branch Manager
Division of School and Community Nutrition
Child and Adult Care Food Program
500 Mero Street, Capital Plaza Tower 23rd floor
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502)564-5625
http://education.ky.gov/federal/SCN/Pages/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program.aspx
The CACFP is available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. If you believe you have been discriminated against, write immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250.
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