Key Terms for Certification & Benefit Issuance
	
Benefit issuance
	The link in the accountability system between the eligibility determination and the benefit delivery. 

	


Categorical eligibility 
	Any child who is a member of SNAP, FDPIR household, or KTAP assistance unit that is automatically eligible for free meals or free milk.  Such households must provide current SNAP< KTAP, or FDPIR case numbers on the application.  Based on information retained by the LEA, children may be determined categorically eligible from documentation of foster children, Head Start, homeless, runaway, and migrant status, as specified in 7 CFR 245.6.

	


Certification/benefit Issuance 
	The process used to determine a student’s eligibility for free or reduced-price meal benefits and the method used to apply the correct meal benefit level for the student at the Point-of-service.  The review of the certification documents may include a review of a household’s application for meal benefits, direct certification information, or other source documentation.  The review of the benefit issuance documents may include a review of a roster or medium of exchange (any type of ticket, token, ID, name or number) used in the process of providing a meal benefit.

	




Child
	(a) a student of high school grade or under as determined by the State educational agency, who is enrolled in an educational unit of high school grade or under as described in the definition of “School”, including students who are mentally or physically disabled as defined by the State and who are participating in a school program for the mentally or physically disabled; or (b) a person under 21 chronological years of age who is enrolled in residential child care institution; or (c) for purposes of afterschool snacks, a child means an individual enrolled in an afterschool care program operated by an eligible school, who serves children up to 18 years of age or who turn 19 during the school year

	


Direct certification
	the process of establishing children's categorical eligibility for benefits by obtaining documentation directly from the State or local SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR office that the children are from households currently receiving SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR benefits. Households determined eligible for benefits through direct certifications are not required to submit a free and reduced-price application to the school.

	
Eligibility certification
	the process used to determine a child’s eligibility for benefits based on a free and reduced-price application submitted by a household or through other certification documentation. 


	
Limited English Proficient
	an individual or household that does not speak English as their primary language and has a limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English. 
 


	

Miscategorization
	[bookmark: _GoBack]occurs when a determining official has approved a student in a category other than the one supported by either a SNAP, KTAP, or FDPIR number, or by the household size and income information provided by the household.

	
Non-base year
	Any year outside the base year, including the extension years for Provision 2 and Provision 3 schools.

	
Operating days
	Those days when lunches are served under the National School Lunch Program.

	
Paid Lunch
	A lunch served to children who are either not certified for or elect not to receive the free or reduced-price benefits offered under 7 CFR 245.

	






Participation factor
	the percentages of children approved by the school for free, reduced-price, and paid lunches, respectively, who are participating in the Program.  The free participation factor is derived by dividing the number of free lunches claimed for any given period by the product of the number of children approved for free lunches for the same period times the operating days in that period.  A similar computation is used to determine the reduced-price and paid participation factors.  The number of children approved for paid lunches is derived by subtracting the number of children approved for free and reduced-price lunches for any given period from the total number of children enrolled in the reviewed school for the same period of time, if available.  If such enrollment figures are not available, the most recent total number of children enrolled shall be used.  If SFA participation factors are unavailable or unreliable, State-wide data must be employed.

	

Reduced-price lunch 
	a lunch served under the Program: (a) to a child from a household eligible for such benefits under 245; (b) for which the price is less than the SFA designated full price of the lunch and that does not exceed the maximum allowable reduced-price specified under 245; and (c) for which neither the child nor any member of the household is required to work in the school or in the school's food service.

	Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
	Formerly known as the Food Stamp Program operates under the Food Stamp Act of 1977.

	Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program household
	Any individual or group of individuals that is currently certified to receive assistance as a household under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.

	

Kentucky Temporary Assistance Program
	the State funded program under Part  A of Title IV of the Social Security Act that the Secretary determines complies with standards established by the Secretary that ensure that the standards under the State program are comparable to or more restrictive than those in effect on June 1, 1995.  This program is commonly referred to as Temporary Assistance for Program, although States may refer to the program by another name.






