Key Terms for Verification
	


Direct Verification
	using records from public agencies to verify income and/or student eligibility.  Direct verification may be completed at the State or local level or through a joint effort at both levels.  LEAs are not required to conduct direct verification.  However, any SFA that wishes to conduct direct verification must contact their SA for assistance with establishing a direct verification method.  For further information, please consult FNS’ Eligibility Manual for School Meals.

	

Free Lunch
	a lunch served under the Program to a child from a household eligible for such benefits under 7 CFR 245 and for which neither the child nor any member of the household pays or is required to work in the school or in the school's food service. 


	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Verification
	confirmation of eligibility for free or reduced-price benefits under the NSLP or SBP.  Verification includes confirmation of income eligibility and, at State or local discretion, may also include confirmation of any other information required in the application, which is defined as documentation in 7 CFR 245.2.   




