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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Superintendent Webinar

If you were unable to participate in the August 27 superintendents’ webcast and want to view a recording of the broadcast, go to mms://video1.education.ky.gov/Super_8-27-2012. 
The PowerPoint for the webcast is attached. The interactive poll that was given during the broadcast will remain open until Friday, so we would appreciate your participation. 
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ISN Monthly Webcast

The next ISN webcast is scheduled for Friday, September 7 from 1:00 – 2:00pm ET. The topics discussed will be the Professional Growth and Effectiveness System, Common Kindergarten Entry Screener, CIITS and Program Reviews.

Race to the Top District (RTT-D) Update

On Friday, August 31, iNACOL will present a special webinar focused on the Race to the Top – District (RTT-D) program recently introduced by the U.S. Department of Education. The discussion will cover the essential role of digital learning in developing a successful application.

This webinar will run from 4-5 p.m. ET and will provide an overview of the grant competition, http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-district/index.html. At the end of this webinar, you will better understand the application process, its programmatic goals and the role of online and blended learning in the next-generation digital learning approaches.

Please register at http://bit.ly/O93AzG.

Unbridled Learning Update

Program Reviews

As mentioned in the commissioner’s superintendents’ webcast, updated rubrics are to be available on September 1 on the KDE Program Review website. 

CIITS 

Materials Sharing: The long-awaited ability to share instructional materials in Kentucky’s Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) is now available. Locally created materials may be shared at the school and district levels and, ultimately, at the state level. A document outlining the materials sharing process can be located by clicking here. Please share this information with your district leadership team as well as teachers and encourage them to share their best instructional materials and lesson plans in CIITS. CIITS is a new space for sharing and building upon the exemplar practices of educators across the state. Disseminating and highlighting best practices and resources is an essential function of the department’s support to districts/schools.

Several districts have supported CIITS positions to identify leaders in the district to champion the implementation of the system. Transforming instructional practices and behaviors connected to the use of technology for the educator is critical to today’s 21st-century classroom. Students, teachers and leaders can engage in technology in new and different ways to plan and design learning experiences for all learners. Click here to learn more about the way teachers and leaders are engaging in CIITS implementation to improve instructional practices.

Coming soon -- KDE will formally announce a partnership with the School Improvement Network to spotlight the video resources available that will be tied to the educator development suite in CIITS for professional learning experiences. Educators across the state have had access to Common Core 360 for the past year. Common Core 360 and PD360 will elevate and support the state’s ongoing endeavors to promote high-quality professional learning experiences for educators. 

To learn more about CIITS or the recent additions to the system, contact Joe McCowan at joseph.mccowan@education.ky.gov. 

Assessment and Accountability System

No Additional End-of-Course Tests for the Next Two School Years 
Due to budget constraints, KDE will not be able to add any new high school end-of-course tests for the 2012-13 or 2013-14 school years. KDE will continue administering the QualityCore® End-of-Course tests in English II, Algebra II, Biology and U.S. History. 

Kentucky’s new School Report Card will be used to report data in fall 2012 for Kentucky’s new assessment and accountability system. Ken Draut and Rhonda Sims in the Office of Assessment and Accountability have taped a presentation on this topic. It is available by streaming video at the following link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/School_Report_Card_7-27-12.wmv. The PowerPoint used in the video is attached. Note: This presentation is similar to a session provided at the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) conference in Louisville.

For additional clarification or questions regarding the assessment information in this section, please contact Rhonda Sims at (502) 564-4394 or via e-mail at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov.

College and Career Readiness Plan

STRATEGY: Academic and Career Advising

Did you know?

In order for all secondary students to receive the support and guidance they need to make sound decisions regarding life after high school, KDE is creating a system of academic and career advising based on national and state standards. Current research on advising /mentoring programs has shown that a well-developed, comprehensive program also can serve to reduce dropout rates, raise graduation rates and help pave the way for students to seek postsecondary pursuits after high school (Schanfield, 2010; Hodges, 2010). If your district has an exemplary academic and advising program in place, please contact Sharon Johnston at sharon.johnston@education.ky.gov so that KDE may highlight your practices with others.

KDE has several resources to help provide guidance and support for schools in reaching their College and Career Readiness goals. These resources support schools in engaging all partners -- counselors, teachers, students, parents, community and higher education agencies in the college- and career-planning process of every Kentucky student.
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Transition Toolkit 

This toolkit is a “one-stop shopping” source that schools can access as they develop, implement or revise their plans for transitioning students from the elementary grades to the middle grades and middle grades to high school. The activities included in this toolkit can be implemented with both students and their parents during the year prior to the transition and continuing throughout the first transitional year.

As you explore the toolkit, please share your thoughts and experiences so that we can add or revise activities. We have featured the work of several Kentucky school districts and would like to include samples from your district as well. Please send any questions or items for possible inclusion to sharon.johnston@education.ky.gov.
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Advising Toolkit  

This toolkit is framed around the American School Counselors Association Standards within three domains: Academic, Career and Personal/Social. Using these standards, a statewide group of stakeholders developed Kentucky-specific lessons and activities for use within a comprehensive advising program. The toolkit includes supporting research, guidance on implementing or enhancing and advising program and links to related resources.

Operation Preparation Toolkit
Operation Preparation is a joint effort of KDE and the Department of Workforce Development and provides a powerful opportunity for schools, students, parents and communities to collaborate in the process of effective advising and focus attention on the importance of planning for college and/or career. Trained volunteer community advisors will meet one-on-one with every 8th- and 10th-grade student. The community advisor will use the student’s Individual Learning Plan (ILP; including career interest inventory and EXPLORE/PLAN results) to discuss the student’s:

• career aspirations, required education/training and workforce skills

• whether the student is on target to meet goals

• whether the student is taking the courses recommended to prepare for a successful future 
This toolkit provides resources, links and templates to support schools in local implementation of Operation Preparation, including information for engaging community partners, parents and students in the college- and career-planning process. Marketing materials, training and ideas for follow-up activities are among the many resources included in the toolkit.

Gallup Poll Student Survey: Garnering Community Support

During Commissioner Holliday’s most recent superintendents’ webcast, he invited districts to administer the Gallup Poll Student Survey as a measure for gathering additional information about students’ perceptions of their educational experiences directly related to: hope for the future, engagement, and well-being. The survey is for students in grades 5 through 12. This survey is FREE and is best used to garner community involvement and support for district/schools. The data will be returned around Thanksgiving. The survey is NOT a measure of educator effectiveness and should not be used for that purpose.

A webinar about the poll will be conducted on September 13 from 10-11 a.m. ET. No pre-registration for the webinar is required. To participate, connect to the dial-in number via phone [(866) 740-1260; access code 9386602] and log in to this web address: https://cc.readytalk.com/r/ec33l6au9tj7. It will be conducted by Valerie Calderon, a researcher with Gallup. 

Strategy: Acceleration: Project Lead The Way (PTLW)

Beginning in the 2012-13 school year, schools using the PTLW engineering and biomedical curriculum will have specific course codes within the Valid Course Code list. It is important to identify courses based on the following codes. Districts must have a current contract with PLTW to enter students into courses with a PLTW code.


Engineering Pathway


219901-
Introduction to Engineering Design


219902-
Principles of Engineering


219903-
Digital Electronics


219904-
Computer Integrated Manufacturing


219905-
Civil Engineering and Architecture


219906-
Engineering Design and Development


219907-
Aerospace Engineering


219908-
Biotechnical Engineering


219999-
Gateway to Engineering


Biomedical Pathway


170701-
Principles of Biomedical Sciences


170702-
Human Body Systems


170703-
Medical Interventions


170704-
Biomedical Innovations

Proficiency Delivery Plan

STRATEGY: School readiness and early progress

This school year, kindergarten classrooms in Kentucky’s public schools are piloting the use a readiness screener to ensure that all children receive the support they need to be successful in school.

KDE has contracted with Curriculum Associates, LLC and will be using the BRIGANCE® Kindergarten Screen as the common kindergarten readiness screener. The screener will be used in all Kentucky kindergarten classrooms to provide information and support children’s learning. Schools and districts also should use this data to collaborate with families and communities to ensure all children are receiving developmentally appropriate educational experiences leading to school readiness. Educators should use the screener to observe students as they complete specific tasks. Data collected from the kindergarten readiness screener will inform teachers of each child’s readiness to learn. This information should guide the decisions for developing the instructional plans for individual students within a given classroom.
State regulation 704 KAR 5:070 guides the implementation of the kindergarten readiness screener, and data collected through the screener will comply with the regulation’s mandates. The regulation indicates that children be screened no more than 15 calendar days prior to school starting and no later than the 30th instructional day of the school year. There is no cost to school districts for materials to implement the screener. The material costs were paid for through state funding.

The kindergarten readiness screener will be mandatory and fully implemented in all kindergarten classrooms in the 2013-14 school year. Any questions on the screener should be directed to Bill Buchanan at (502) 564-7056 or via e-mail at bill.buchanan@education.ky.gov.

Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES) Update

Fifty-four volunteer districts from across the state are participating in a PGES extended field test during the 2012-13 school year. Building on the previous field test, the districts will implement the system in its entirety to determine the feasibility of the measures and framework to support educator growth and effectiveness. Principle 3 of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) flexibility waiver addresses the implementation of a new system based on the following waiver criteria:

· continuous improvement of instruction 
· meaningful differentiation of teacher/principal performance using at least three performance levels 

· multiple measures of effectiveness including use of student growth data (both state standardized tests and formative growth measures that are rigorous and comparable across schools in a local district) as a significant factor 

· regular evaluation (most likely annual) 

· clear and timely feedback to include opportunities for professional development 

· use of the system to inform personnel decisions 

Recommendations from the Commissioner’s Teacher and Principal Effectiveness Steering Committees and feedback from the field test districts will determine the policy recommendations for Kentucky Board of Education consideration moving forward. To view stakeholders involved, minutes and recommendations from these committees, click here.

During the 2011-12 school year, many of the field test participants provided important feedback through an online survey and regional focus group sessions in order to continue to inform and shape the development of the PGES. The focus groups yielded important information on ways to improve the implementation of the measures of the PGES, whether the PGES multiple measures are being implemented with fidelity throughout the state and how to refine the measures in order to make them suit the reality teachers face on a daily basis.

KDE is committed to listening to the field and is responding to the feedback to support the overall training and design of the system. 

PGES Extended Field Test UPDATE: Summer Training 
Principals and peer observers across Kentucky participated in summer training to prepare for a fall extended field test implementation of the Professional Growth and Effectiveness System.

Districts not participating in the extended field test this year should be convening their district-level evaluation committees to determine a plan for communicating shifts in evaluation processes to support changes that must be in place for the statewide pilot of the PGES system. A series of webinars will be hosted for interested districts (not participating in the extended field test) within the next few months. The webinar series will acquaint districts to the new system and provide a level of training support to district leadership teams. More information regarding these webinars will be available in future ISN Newsletters.

Announcements

KDE Revamps Virtual Learning System

KDE is moving from serving as a provider of online courses offered through the Kentucky Virtual High School (KVHS) to a partner in assisting schools in learning about full- and part-time online learning options available through multiple statewide providers. 

An initiative of KDE and the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) called the Kentucky Virtual Campus for K-12 (KYVC4K12) provides easy access to the state providers and their courses. KYVC4K12’s website -- http://www.kyvc4k12.org -- will provide expanded e-learning opportunities for Kentucky students.

Beginning this school year, KDE also will provide lists of digital learning resources that schools, classrooms and districts may use to offer multiple e-learning options to students through blended learning. Support and guidance also will be provided to help schools and districts make the best choices regarding the use of digital content and online courses.

KDE has identified three online course providers accessible through http://www.kyvc4k12.org or directly through these links:

· Barren Academy of Virtual and Expanded Learning (BAVEL) 

· Jefferson County eSchool 

· Kentucky Educational Television (KET)
Health Graduation Requirement and JROTC

Several questions have been asked about classes that may be substituted for physical education and health as they pertain to the graduation requirements. The Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC) may be counted as the half-credit in physical education. KRS 156.160 says:

If a school offers the Reserve Officers Training Corps program, the course shall be accepted as meeting the physical education requirement for high school graduation notwithstanding other provisions of law.
It is also important to note that if the option outlined in 156.160 is used, the Kentucky Academic Core Standards (KCAS) still must be addressed for physical education.  

156.160 does not allow JROTC to count for the half-credit in health. Students must complete a health course that includes the standards outlined in the KCAS.

Upcoming Events

2012 Chinese Bridge School Leader Trip
The College Board and Hanban (Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters) are pleased to announce the 2012 Chinese Bridge Delegation — a one-week education trip for K-12 district administrators and school leaders, Nov. 7-15, hosted by Hanban.

The Chinese Bridge Delegation, in which many Kentucky educators have already participated, focuses on school visits, cultural activities and educational workshops with the aim of helping education decision-makers start and expand their Chinese language and culture programs. 
Participants will have an opportunity to:

· visit Chinese K–12 schools and universities, meet with Chinese educators and observe classes

· establish meaningful partnerships with Chinese schools and network with colleagues

· attend presentations on best practices and learn about resources to build and support Chinese language and culture programs

· experience China firsthand and marvel at the rich traditional culture set against stunning modern development

The $900 nonrefundable registration fee covers international airfare, hotels, meals, ground transportation, visits to cultural and historical sites and other in-China costs. Participants are also responsible for:

· U.S. domestic travel costs to a designated international hub airport

· international travel insurance

· U.S. passport application fees

To apply, visit www.collegeboard.com/chinesebridge.

Resources

KET Formative Assessment Modules

Formative Assessment in Practice modules are now available on the Web for teachers to access. The modules can be accessed through the KET EncycloMedia site. Currently, there's a direct link to the modules from the EncycloMedia home page.

Real-World Writing: How to Move Beyond the Five-Paragraph Essay

Most real-world or college-required writing does not revolve around five-paragraph essays, so let’s think about how we can move beyond five-paragraph essays for students in our public schools.

To ensure Kentucky students are college- and career-ready, we need to move them beyond formulaic writing and into more authentic writing. KDE is offering support and suggested resources to help move beyond this type of formulaic writing. One resource to consider is the following blog by a Chicago blogger. Most university writing centers also offer tips for moving beyond five-paragraph essays. 

http://www.chicagonow.com/white-rhino/2012/05/if-you-teach-or-write-5-paragraph-essays-stop-it/
Resources to Support the Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights

The Kentucky General Assembly passed a Concurrent Resolution establishing a Children's Outdoor Bill of Rights. This resolution states in part: "Increasing outdoor participation of Kentucky's children and young adults is a public policy goal of the Commonwealth. Public institutions in the Commonwealth serving children and young adults are encouraged to offer, promote, and encourage free play opportunities, outdoor experiences, and field trips to natural areas and venues that provide right-brain learning which stimulates creativity and innovation." The full text of the act is available at http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/12RS/HC29/SCS1.doc.

Kentucky’s Environmental Literacy Plan
The Kentucky Environmental Literacy Plan (KELP) provides guidance to schools and districts wishing to enhance their students’ outdoor experiences and environmental interactions. The KELP describes Kentucky's planned approach to improving the environmental literacy of all students and was approved for implementation by the Kentucky Board of Education in December 2011. Details and timelines for implementation are described in the KELP Implementation Plan that was recently posted to the KDE website here. 

Two correlation documents that help teachers understand how the Common Core State Standards compare with expectations found in the North American Association for Environmental Education Standards for Excellence in Learning (K-12) also are available for download from the KELP link above.

USED Stop Bullying Website

The U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services and Education have launched a redesigned Stop Bullying website to encourage children, parents, teachers and communities to take action to stop and prevent bullying. The website has a map with information on state laws and policies and videos for young people, along with practical strategies for schools and communities to make sure that environments are safe. It also includes suggestions on how parents can discuss bullying with their children and information on the dangers of cyberbullying and ways to prevent it. For more information, go to www.stopbullying.gov.

Arts Assessment Study
WestEd and the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) recently published the findings of a study commissioned by the NEA, Improving the Assessment of Student Learning in the Arts: State of the Field and Recommendations. 

Nationwide, there has been an increased focus on assessment and accountability since the 1990s, therefore the NEA identified the need to capture the current status of arts assessment. This report provides a description of the current state of arts assessment, including a review of the high-quality literature available, common practices being used to assess student learning and needs of the field to improve arts assessment. Please check out this study to see the key findings and recommendations.

Arts Education Partnership Launches ArtsEdSearch
ArtsEdSearch is the nation’s first online research and policy clearinghouse focused entirely on student and educator outcomes associated with arts learning in and out of school. It features user-friendly summaries of high-quality research and overviews of current research examined through different lenses. ArtsEdSearch also identifies gaps in research and serves as a valuable roadmap for researchers and funders.

How Secondary School Principals Can Master the Common Core (eSchool News)
As states move toward implementing the Common Core State Standards, school principals must ensure they are fully equipped to help classroom teachers incorporate the standards as effectively as possible. Forty-six states and Washington, D.C., have adopted the Common Core standards, and 90 percent of U.S. students are covered by the standards, said Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Excellent Education (AEE), during an AEE webinar that examined how principals can ensure that students will be ready to master the new college- and career-ready standards and can demonstrate this mastery on the new 2014 state assessments. 

Redesigned Kentucky Peer Tutoring Website

The all-new Kentucky Peer Tutoring Website is located at http://kypeertutoring.org/. 
For over 25 years, Kentucky high schools have been offering high school credit to students who have served as peer buddies and tutors to students with significant cognitive disabilities. To reflect all that has been learned over those 25 years, this website has been redesigned to reflect the most important things for peer buddies to know and be able to do, as well as the new life opportunities that are emerging for students with significant disabilities.

Individual Learning Plan

As you are most likely aware, ILP accounts are managed through a weekly data file KDE sends to Career Cruising. This process stops over the summer and during the early weeks of each new school year until schools across the state have had the opportunity to finalize their enrollment information. Once this is complete (typically by mid-August), Career Cruising and KDE will resume weekly data imports, bringing student rosters up to date for the new school year, including updated grade levels, new students and removal of students no longer at your school. 

Annual Completion Standards for the New School Year
At the beginning of each school year, students’ ILP Completion Status is re-set to 0 percent. The re-set and archiving process occurs each year between June 30 and July 5. This helps ensure that students keep their ILPs up to date by requiring them to review, reflect on and revise specified sections of their ILPs based on Annual Completion Standards each year for their current grade levels.  

In-Person and Webinar Training Opportunities
Recently, a friendly reminder with the fall 2012 schedule of in-person and Web-based ILP training was e-mailed to the 26,000-member ILP distribution list statewide. All of these training sessions are eligible for EILA Leadership Credits and are offered at no cost to Kentucky public school educators. These trainings are helpful for any staff who may work with students on their ILPs or access ILP data in improvement planning. To learn more about the content of each session or to register, click here. 

New Resource on Common Core State Standards 
The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices has released a new resource on www.corestandards.org, Supplemental Information for Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy: New Research on Text Complexity.

Text complexity is central to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for ELA/literacy, and this document provides new research on the topic to support educators in implementing the standards. The research that informs this work was led by Jessica Nelson of Carnegie Mellon University, Charles Perfetti of University of Pittsburgh and David and Meredith Liben of Student Achievement Partners, in association with Susan Pimentel, lead author of the CCSS for ELA/Literacy. CCSSO membership provided early input into the work.  

This document is meant to inform the field of new and relevant research and serve as a clarifying resource to educators and all those tasked with implementing the CCSS for ELA/literacy.

Kentucky Bridging Event

Bridging Research to Practice: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College is set for Oct. 23 at Berea College. Through the lens of college readiness in Kentucky and with an emphasis on 2009’s Senate Bill 1, this event will set context for exploring the evidence-based recommendations in the IES Practice Guide, Helping Students Navigate the Path to College: What High Schools Can Do. Participants will compare current practices in their schools to the recommendations identified in the research and hear from Kentucky school practitioners as they share their experiences in preparing all students for college.

This event is hosted by the Appalachia Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) in partnership with the Collaborative for Teaching and Learning (CTL), Kentucky Department of Education, CCR Alliance at EKU, Kentucky Association of School Administrators and GEAR UP Berea at Berea College.

Funding Opportunities in the Arts for Your School 

Applications are now being accepted for vsa Kentucky’s Arts Inclusion Program. This is a funding opportunity for classroom teachers (academic, special education, arts/humanities teachers) and VSA Kentucky teaching artists to collaborate, plan and implement fully inclusionary, hands-on, thematic projects that interface with the curriculum and KCAS.  Applications can include any of these arts areas: Music, Theatre, Dance, Creative Writing, Visual Arts, and Storytelling (or a combination). Twenty-five to thirty $1200.00 awards will be given statewide to school sites selected from these applications for arts projects that are experiential and includes children with and without disabilities.

The Arts Inclusion program is vsa Kentucky’s largest program, and was designed by vsa Kentucky (in partnership with the Kentucky Dept. of Education) to provide educational arts experiences for children of all abilities.

This award is also a way that you can bring arts specialists (VSA teaching artists who are trained in UDL and adaptive strategies in their arts disciplines) into your school to work with students. Included on our website is the vsa Kentucky Roster of Teaching Artists approved by vsa Kentucky for their professionalism and ability to adapt their art forms and instruction for children with disabilities. 
Applications must be postmarked no later than October 31, 2012. 
For Guidelines and Application:  http://www.vsartsky.org/programs/arts-inclusion
If after reading the Arts Inclusion Guidelines and Application, you have any questions, contact vsa Kentucky Programs Director, Mary Claire O’Neal, Frankfort office (21st Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, KY 40601) at 502-564-3775 or email maryclaire.oneal@education.ky.gov
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