EVALUATING TEXT COMPLEXITY: Read carefully through the text you are to evaluate; mark the appropriate box for each indicator. Notice clusters/patterns of marks to make an overall determination of text complexity. Refer to chart below for information on Lexiles.
	Text Complexity Indicator: 

mark the extent to which each statement is true of the text in question.
	Very high
	High
	Medium
	Low
	Very Low

	Qualitative Measures

	· The text has multiple levels of meaning.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text has an implicit, hidden and/or obscure purpose.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text’s structure is complex, implicit and/or unconventional.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text is discipline-specific; its structure is unique to a particular field/course of study
	
	
	
	
	

	· The graphics in the text are sophisticated and/or essential to understand the text.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The language in the text is figurative, ironic, ambiguous or purposefully misleading.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The language in the text is archaic, highly academic, domain-specific,  or otherwise unfamiliar or challenging.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text reflects complex, sophisticated and/or multiple themes.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The experiences reflected in the text are distinctly different from students’ experiences.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text offers multiple, opposing, or divergent perspectives on a subject or theme.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text requires wide knowledge of cultures and/or literature; contains references and allusions.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text requires specialized discipline-specific knowledge.
	
	
	
	
	

	Quantitative Measures

	· The words are lengthy and not repeated.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The sentences are long and complex. 
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text is cohesive.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text falls within the appropriate text complexity band for the grade level.
	
	
	
	
	

	Reader and Task Considerations.

	· The text would motivate and engage students in the targeted grade band.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The knowledge demands of the text are appropriate for the targeted grade band.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The students’ experiences and/or location relates in some way to the text.
	
	
	
	
	

	· The text is a good match for the task in which students are engaged.
	
	
	
	
	


	Grade Bands 
	Associated Lexile Ranges
	Reading Standard 10

	K-1
	N/A
	K -Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

1st- With prompting and support, read prose and poetry [informational texts] of appropriate complexity for grade 1.



	2-3
	450-790
	2nd- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts] in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

3rd- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts] at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

	4-5
	770-980
	4th- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts] in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

5th- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts] at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

	6-8
	955-1155
	6th- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

7th-By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

8th-By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independentlyand proficiently.

	9-10
	1080-1305
	9th-By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

10th-By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

	11-CCR
	1215-1355
	11th-By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

12th-By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature [informational texts, history/social studies texts, science/technical texts] at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.


Adapted from Appendix A of CCSS document
