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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

ISN Monthly Webcast

The next ISN webcast is scheduled for Wednesday, May 23. 

 The April 23 webcast can be accessed here.

Upcoming Twitter Town Hall

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) invites teachers, administrators, district staff, parents and other education stakeholders to submit questions for Commissioner Terry Holliday's second Twitter Town Hall Wednesday, June 20, 4-5 p.m. ET. Questions can be tweeted both before June 20 and during the live event from 4-5 p.m. ET. Use the hash tag #AskDocH to send questions.
If you don’t have a Twitter account and would like to sign up, visit www.twitter.com. It’s a free service and also offers apps for smartphones if you’d rather follow along off-PC/MAC.
The Twitter Town Hall also will be webcast live. If you would like to follow the Twitter Town Hall via live webcast, click here. To listen and/or watch, you must have Windows Media Player installed on your workstation. Once Windows Media Player is installed, simply click on the appropriate link to hear audio-only or view the video with audio.
To install Windows Media Player on your device, please click the appropriate link below:

Download the Windows version of Windows Media Player.

Download the Macintosh version of Windows Media Player.

Commissioner Holliday looks forward to answering your questions on June 20.
Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) Update – April Meeting

· The board reviewed the final report from the TELL survey. TELL Kentucky survey data will provide an opportunity for defining standards for working conditions for Kentucky educators. As teachers respond to the survey, this data should be used at the local level for continuous improvement. For a full copy of the report, please go to http://www.tellkentucky.org/sites/default/files/attachments/KY11_Final_Report.pdf.

· The board heard an update on the P20 Data Collaborative. KDE will be using these reports to support strategic processes for continuous improvement throughout the system. Using data to make critical decisions to support teaching and learning will be more intentional given the information KDE can receive through the P20 data collaborative. For more information about the reports available and timelines, go to http://www.education.ky.gov/Users/spalmer/April%202012%20P-20%20Report%20and%20Research%20Schedule.pdf.

· The board heard an update from AdvanceKentucky on new schools. Scaling AdvanceKentucky is one of the department’s strategies to meet the state college/career readiness goals. KDE has dedicated funding through state and federal Race to the Top Phase 3 to support this endeavor. To see the list of new schools, go to http://advancekentucky.com/downloads/C5%20Press%20Release.pdf.

· The board also heard an update on the 2012 legislative session. Items most closely related to teaching and learning are: 

· Senate Bill 24 (requires change in school entrance age beginning in 2017-18 and requires districts to develop policies related to evaluating students who want to enter before current entrance age of 5 effective July 12, 2012)

· Senate Bill 38 (requires the KDE to issue core content standards for career and technical education, assess student progress and develop new courses relevant to college and career readiness)

· Senate Bill 43 (requires KBE to revised regulation changing the name of Certificate of Attainment to Alternative Diploma)

· Senate Bill 95 (encourages the establishment of summer learning camps and establishes a legislative task force to develop a strategy to provide computing devices for 5th- and 6th-grade students)

· The board approved state regulation 704 KAR 3:345 (Evaluation Guidelines). This regulation outlines the expectations of the new Professional Growth and Effectiveness System as a result of the federal No Child Left Behind waiver requirements.

· The board heard a first reading of 704 KAR 7:160 (Use of Restraint and Seclusion in Public Schools). Until now, Kentucky did not have a regulation on the appropriate use of restraint and seclusion. While KDE strongly encourages districts/schools to use positive behavior supports, this regulation specifies the appropriate situations and conditions for restraint and seclusion in every attempt to protect students.

Nawanna Privett from Lexington was recently named to the KBE. She is replacing C.B. Akins, Sr., who resigned. She will serve the remainder of Akins’ unexpired terms. Her term runs through April 14, 2014. Learn more about our state board members here. 

Unbridled Learning Update
Standards 

As mentioned on the ISN webcast at the end of April, KDE is very interested in receiving each district’s feedback on their implementation of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards within the context of highly effective teaching, learning and assessment practices. The attached rubrics were shared during every region’s March ISLN meetings. Each district leadership team was asked to highlight their level of implementation for both English/language arts and mathematics standards. If you did not participate in the March ISLN meeting, or your district team has not yet completed this, please complete and submit this information as soon as possible. The data will be used to inform next steps in our Leadership Networks and other support.  

Completed rubrics should be submitted to Karen Kidwell at karen.kidwell@education.ky.gov.

ISLN Summer Meeting

The joint ISLN/KLA summer meeting will take place on June 18-19 at the Galt House in Louisville.  

Hotel reservations can be made by calling the Galt House at (800) The-Galt (843-4258) or (502) 589-5200

and requesting a room for the June 2012 KDE/KLA Summer Leadership Retreat. Rates are below and include self-parking.

Room

Single Rate
Double Rate
Triple Rate
Quad Rate

RIVUE TOWER
$ 119

$ 129

$ 139

$ 149

SUITE TOWER
$ 139

$ 149

$ 159

$ 169

Room rates do not include state and local taxes. There is a maximum of four persons per room. The deadline for reservations is Monday, June 4. At that time, the unused portion of the room block will be returned to the hotel for general sale.

Cancellation of an individual reservation must be received 48 hours in advance of the arrival date. Drive-in attendees will receive a daily rate of $7 per day for self-parking.

Conference registration information will be coming soon. Attendees should be those who regularly attend ISLN or KLA. There is NO cost for attending this meeting if you are a member of ISLN and/or KLA.

The theme will be “Sustaining Highly Effective Teaching and Learning Practices.”

Session strands will focus on:

•
Leadership: Recognizing and Supporting Highly Effective Practices — providing feedback, getting more familiar with the Professional Growth and Effectiveness Frameworks, creating effective structures for continuous improvement.

•
Student Engagement — strategies for reaching all students and engaging them in rigorous learning experiences aligned to our standards.

•
CIITS: Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System — in-depth look at the components of the system and how it can be used to support effective teaching and learning practice.

· Standards Based Grading and Reporting — a practical look at classroom and school implementation.

More Podcasts!

Additional podcasts for both mathematics and literacy have been added to Kentucky’s iTunes U site. Be sure to check them out — and look for others to be added throughout the summer.  

Next-Generation Science Standards

The first public viewing opportunity for the DRAFT Next-Generation Science Standards will likely occur by the end of next week. To access the draft once it becomes available, go to http://www.achieve.org/next-generation-science-standards.

Common Career Technical Core Standards Available for Public Review/Comment

The opportunity for the public to comment on the Common Career Technical Core (CCTC), a shared set of rigorous, high-quality Career Technical Education (CTE) standards developed and validated by education and industry experts begins today. The public comment period will run April 30 – May 11, and all CTE stakeholders, including educators, administrators and industry, are urged to participate in this process.

The public comment period is an opportunity for CTE stakeholders to participate in the development process of the CCTC, which is intended to help ensure all CTE students have access to high-quality, rigorous career-focused learning opportunities in every state and every community across the nation. The CCTC will complement and support other comprehensive college- and career-ready standards, such as the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English/language arts and mathematics. The CCTC initiative is being facilitated by the National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium (NASDCTEc).

http://www.careertech.org/career-technical-education/cctc/
P21 in Kentucky

Kentucky’s work with P21 is focused on identifying and sharing examples of best practices in 21st-century teaching and learning. Many of the lesson plans, unit overviews and professional learning resources developed by Kentucky educators will be shared in CIITS. KDE is looking for statewide contributions to build up the CIITS database. Districts/schools can be involved by:

· contributing lesson plans 

· providing video examples of 21st-century learning in action

· contacting us if you have teachers who would like support for improving 21st-century learning

· contacting us if you have schools or classrooms interested in serving as sites for further exploration around P21 skills

Currently, there is a link to P21 resources (referenced below) in CIITS.

For connections between the Common Core State Standards and 21st century learning, check out the P21 Common Core Toolkit 

The MILE Guide, an online self-assessment survey, is a tool that may be used to plot where your district is today and set your course for integrating 21st-century learning into your plans. You can access it here.

And finally, check out the P21 Maps. These maps are research-based and developed in conjunction with national content organizations and professionals from education and business. Learning areas included in the maps are world languages, arts, geography, science, social studies and English.

Math is under development. You can access the 21st-Century Skills Maps here (scroll to the bottom of the page).

Below, a 4th-grade P21 ELA example: focus area of Communication

Outcome: Articulate thoughts clearly and effectively through writing and speaking. 

Example: Students pose a question about a local issue on a secure collaborative space such as ed.voicethread.com orwritingmatters.org. Each student gives a short written or recorded response to the issue. Invite community leaders to add their responses.

CIITS 

Summer is right around the corner, and it’s time to start planning professional learning for school and district staff.  As you prepare for these opportunities, we would like to provide some things you might want to consider as part of this process.

1. CIITS Professional Learning Catalog: In May, we will release a menu of professional learning opportunities featuring a variety of training options and support. These will include opportunities for training and support from both KDE and Schoolnet. Districts will determine the options that best fit their needs to build capacity for successful implementation and continued use of CIITS and the implementation of their Race to the Top Scopes of Work.   
2. Training and Support Materials: Check out the new CIITS Training Resources and Video Tutorials link located on the CIITS homepage. This new page contains the most current training information organized by teacher specific material, administrator/leadership material and online session support material. This is also where you’ll find the CIITS Professional Learning Catalog when it is ready.

3. Coming Soon -- Sharing of Instructional Materials and Assessment Items: One of the comments we’ve heard repeatedly from schools and districts is a desire for sharing instructional materials and assessment items in CIITS. The system is designed to allow teachers to do this, and KDE has developed a process that will guide educators as they create, align and share locally created standards-based materials. The process outlines how this sharing can occur within a school or district and across the state. A rubric for materials approval at the state level will be provided in order to assure consistency in quality. KDE will share the materials approval process and make this functionality available before school is out. The process for sharing assessment items is similar to sharing instructional materials, and details will be released soon.   

In preparation for the approval of shared materials, it is imperative that districts identify who will participate in the quality review and materials approval process at the school and district levels. It is suggested that a team review the materials, but only a person who has the designated role of Materials Approver can publish the material in CIITS, allowing it to be shared with multiple users. A Materials Approver custom role has been established, and this must be assigned in Infinite Campus for any user who will have the authority to approve instructional materials and/or assessment items for sharing.
Assessment and Accountability System

KDE has developed resources to help explain the state’s new assessment and accountability model for public schools.

KDE has dedicated a page on its website to the Unbridled Learning: College/Career Readiness for All model developed in response to the mandates of 2009’s Senate Bill 1. The page is accessible by clicking the Unbridled Learning icon on the KDE homepage (www.education.ky.gov) or at this URL:
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Commissioner+of+Education/Unbridled+Learning/
College and Career Readiness Plan

For information on KDE’s College and Career Readiness Delivery plan, click here. Strategies in this plan focus on the 8th-grade cohort through the high school years. Three strategies within the plan are highlighted below.
CCR STRATEGY:  ACADEMIC AND CAREER ADVISING

Operation Preparation   
Across the commonwealth, thousands of 8th and 10th graders met with volunteer advisors from their local communities to discuss their plans for life after high school during the first Operation Preparation (OP) week. Operation Preparation was designed as a single activity of the Academic and College Advising Strategy in the College and Career Readiness Plan. Promising practices in implementing OP week can be found on the KDE website by clicking the link below. Already, KDE has seen an increase in parent involvement as a result of this one week focused on college and career advising. The parent log-ins for 8th grade and 10th grade Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) increased by 114 percent and 112 percent respectively as compared to the 2010-11 school year. Many more parents are aware of the ILP, and many more parents are engaged in their child’s college and career planning. 
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http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional+resources/operation+preparation/
The use of the ILP is a major component in academic and career advising; however, the use should be supported by other related structures aimed to assist students to persist to graduate college and career ready. Academic and career advising is highly connected to lowering dropout rates, raising four-year graduation rates and improving the trajectory for students to continue academic pursuits and postsecondary training after high school. 

KDE, in collaboration with various stakeholders, has published an Advising Toolkit and a Transitions Toolkit. These toolkits are designed to provide guidance and structure to either implementing a new advising program or enhancing a current program. The framework for the toolkit is based on the American School Counselors Association standards. By aligning to these standards, districts/schools can ensure a focus of activities targeting three domains of advising: Academic, Career and Personal/Social for use in grades 6-12.

Click below to download both toolkits.

	Advising Toolkit
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	Transition Toolkit
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CCR STRATEGY:  Course and Assessment Alignment

The Kentucky Uniform Academic Course Code List has been updated for the 2012-13 academic year. The list contains course descriptions and parameters along with certifications that fit the parameters for a given course. Please note that the table of contents and the bookmarks in each PDF document are clickable for ease of navigation. The content listed for a course cannot be changed; however, the grade range and population information listed for each course are not absolute and can vary slightly depending on the needs of the students in your schools. Please note that new information related to Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship (KEES) requirements and end-of course assessments can be found on the website. 

Proficiency Delivery Plan

The strategies for the Proficiency Delivery Plan can be found here. The strategies in this plan are designed to get more students to higher levels of proficiency. The proficiency plan strategies target grades P-8 and connect directly to the strategies in the College and Career Readiness Delivery Plan to present a comprehensive and coherent plan of action.

STRATEGY: SCHOOL READINESS AND EARLY PROGRESS
Kindergarten Readiness Screener

KDE is in the final stages of reviewing grant applications for the common statewide kindergarten readiness screener. In response to several questions from school districts and early childhood providers, KDE will post a Q&A document to help you with planning and preparation. The document will be posted on the KDE website and updated when more information becomes available. Contact Bill Buchanan at bill.buchanan@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-7056 if you have questions.

Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES) Update

Recently, KDE partnered with the Kentucky Superintendents’ Network (KSN) to share the design, timeline and implications for the implementation of a common Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES) in Kentucky. Beginning the 2014-15 school year, districts across the state will be required to implement the common effectiveness system or gain a waiver to implement a locally designed system that meets the state requirements as outlined in KRS 156.557 and 704 KAR 3:345.

Over 130 superintendents attended these regional KSN work sessions, which provided KDE staff an excellent opportunity to listen and gain feedback about the statewide efforts underway. As a result of these meetings, KDE is committed, at a minimum, to:

1. improving communication efforts to communicate more often about the PGES system development and early learning from the 54 field test sites

2. outlining the infrastructure that will be in place to assist districts/schools throughout the planning and implementation phase of this work

3. identifying the anticipated district costs and training that will accompany the implementation of the new system

4. determining which parts of the system can be implemented sooner rather than later to help bring districts on sooner in preparation for the statewide pilot in the 2013-14 school year

PGES Field Test UPDATE: Districts Complete PGES Training: Over the last several months, 54 volunteer districts from around the state participated in the PGES field test. During February and March, representatives from the 54 districts participated in regional trainings on the measures of the new system, including Student Growth, Professional Growth Plans, Self-Reflection and Student Voice. Each district field-tested one or two of the measures rather than field-testing each measure at once. The breakdown for the method to field-test particular measure(s) is outlined below.

· Student Growth measure – 21 districts and 48 schools 

· Professional Growth Plans and Self-Reflection measures – 29 districts and 98 schools

· Student Voice measure – 13 districts, 137 teachers and 3,900 students

Participants in the field-test districts will complete an online survey, and a data analysis expert will conduct regional focus group sessions with the volunteer districts to ensure the training and multiple measures implementation was effective and implemented with fidelity. These data will yield needs for additional training and support for future implementation.

A copy of the Field Test Guide (2011-12) and Field Test training videos (2011-12) can be found here.
Announcements

Summer Reading Program
Kentucky First Lady Jane Beshear joins with the Kentucky Department of Education in supporting the Kentucky Public Libraries’ Summer Reading Programs. This year’s themes are “Dream Big” (early literacy and children) and “Own the Night” (teens). A letter to parents from Jane Beshear will be sent to schools in May encouraging families to support reading throughout the summer months. Watch and share a brief video from Jane Beshear at this link: http://tinyurl.com/summerreadingkyvideo. 

Teachers and parents are encouraged to help children use “Find a Book, Kentucky” (http://www.lexile.com/fab/ky) to build personal reading lists for summer reading and then locate their selections at their school library or local public library. “Find a Book, Kentucky” uses the widely-adopted Lexile® measure to match a reader with books that will provide the right level of challenge to support reading growth. School librarians and public librarians are ready to assist children and their parents as they make summer reading selections.

New this year: KDE encourages students to “Pledge to Read” during the summer on the “Find a Book, Kentucky” site. Look for the “Submit your summer reading pledge” icon to indicate participation. 

Find more information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s “Summer Reading” Web page: http://tinyurl.com/KYSummerReading. Each school’s certified school librarian has additional resources to promote Summer Reading Programs. For more information about specific activities, contests, and reading events for the Summer Reading Program in your county, contact your local public library (http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/Pages/LibraryDirectory.aspx). 

Contact Kathy Mansfield via email at kathy.mansfield@education.ky.gov with any questions.  

Upcoming Events

KSBA’s 6th Annual Federal & State Law Update: Impact on Your School District Conference – May 10 & 11 (Marriott Griffin Gate Resort, Lexington)

Mark your calendars for the Kentucky School Boards Association’s (KSBA’s) upcoming Annual Federal & State Law Update: Impact on Your School District Conference. Experienced school law attorneys have a wealth of crucial information to share with you about changes in federal and state law that must be implemented in your school district next school year.

KSBA’s Policy Service staff also will present a look at the policy and procedure changes recommended for your district based on legal developments that have occurred during the past year.

This is your opportunity to get the information you need to appropriately implement legal and policy changes within your district for next school year. In order to address liability concerns from situations around the country, other topics to be presented include: volunteer issues; financial pitfalls; child abuse reporting; and a restraint/seclusion update.

Don’t miss this timely opportunity to hear from experienced school law attorneys, school district policy consultants, KSBA’s legislative team, current and former superintendents and principals, and the Cabinet for Families and Children on these timely issues. It is important that school district administrators keep abreast of changes in the law in order to protect themselves and school districts from liability.

Registration is available at: http://www.ksba.org/protected/EventView.aspx?id=7GBPP3U2.

Or, contact Jolene Shearer by phone at (502) 783-0060 or by e-mail at jolene.shearer@ksba.org.

AATE 25th National Conference set for Lexington

The American Alliance of Theatre Education (AATE) will hold its 25th National Conference in Lexington August 8-12. This year’s theme is Looking Back and Charging Ahead in Theatre and Education. The preconference will focus on AATE’s national project Dramatic Change: an Anti-Bullying Initiative. 

Conference events will include:

· a panel discussion of the history and future vision of AATE

· an update on the national arts standards work

· the impact of theatre education in the U.S.

· a discussion on innovation, technology and storytelling

· many breakout sessions

Paid workshops will focus on:

· Developing Artistry: Puppet Building

· Playwriting/Beat Poetry

· Ethnographic Based Theatre

· Storytelling

A youth arts showcase will feature performing arts groups from throughout central Kentucky. For more information, go the AATE website at http://aate.site-ym.com/.

Resources

New video from Kentucky Chamber of Commerce on importance of new academic standards 

The Kentucky Chamber of Commerce has produced a new video on the importance of the new Common Core Standards that can be found at the following link in the lower left corner of the page: http://www.kychamber.com/mx/hm.asp?id=home. The video emphasizes the role of the business community in supporting the new standards and why these are so important in ensuring that Kentucky’s students are college- and career-ready. This video can be used with community leaders and others as we prepare for the new test scores to come out this fall.

Testing and Accountability Brochures

The two recently published brochures on Kentucky’s testing and accountability system (directed at parents) have been reformatted as text versions and are now posted on the Unbridled Learning page of the KDE website: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Commissioner+of+Education/Unbridled+Learning/
The text versions contain all of the written information found in the printable versions and may be more suitable for sharing via e-mail or posting. 

National Forum on Common Core Standards  

Plenary session videos from the Council on Postsecondary Education’s national forum on the Common Core Standards are now available via the council’s channel on YouTube. The videos highlight implementation successes, challenges and next steps by state and national speakers and are accessible from these links:
· Fireside Chat with Kentucky’s Education Leaders
· What Would Statewide Collaboration Look Like in a Perfect World?
· What Does It Mean to be College and Career Ready?
· Structures for Statewide Communication and Collaboration
· Gov. Steve Beshear’s Remarks
· Reflections from CRP State Representatives: Constituent Reactions to the Common Assessment Consortia (PARCC and Smarter Balanced) Proposals for Assessments of College Readiness
· Gap Analysis: What Needs to be Done to Implement the CCSS?
· The Kentucky Road Map for CCSS Implementation
For a list of session descriptions and speakers, view the webcast agenda. Presentation materials are available on CPE’s website. The conference, held in Louisville, drew nearly 400 faculty, administrators, policymakers and education advocates from 22 states.
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