
No Pass/No Drive



Kentucky’s No Pass/No Drive Law

KRS 159.051 - Loss of license or

permit by a student for dropping 

out of school or for academic

deficiency/ failure to meet

attendance criteria

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3633


No Pass/No Drive Overview

• In effect for all public, private, and home schools in Kentucky.

• Applies to 15 to 17-year-old students in all programs including alternative

education, special education and part-time programs.

• Does not apply to 18-year-old students or high school graduates of any age.

• Attendance and grades from the preceding semester of the school year are

used to determine compliance or non-compliance to the law for students.



Protocols and Procedures 
for Schools Working with 

Student Drivers

Protocols and Procedures to follow



Compliance to the No Pass/No Drive Law

No Pass/No Drive results in the revocation
of a student’s drivers permit or license for 
any of the following reasons:

• Academic deficiency

• Excessive unexcused absences

• Dropping out of school



Academic Deficiency

• The No Pass/No Drive law defines Academic Deficiency as a

“student who does not have passing grades in at least four (4)

courses, or the equivalent of four courses, in the preceding

semester.”

• Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) recommendation:
Students should pass 66% of their total courses (per semester) to
be compliant with No Pass/No Drive.



Excessive Absences

• A student with nine (9) or more unexcused absences in one 
semester (including out-of-school suspensions) is considered 
noncompliant.

• Districts operating on trimesters can report after six (6) 
unexcused absences per grading period/trimester.



Timeline for Reporting Attendance Non-Compliance

• Immediately or at the end of the semester (per district’s choice)

• Some school districts choose to use different configurations for
semesters (i.e., trimesters). The school district may choose to
report after each trimester.

• Absences do not accumulate into the next semester (they start at
0 at the beginning of the new semester).



Reporting Requirements

• If a student voluntarily withdraws from school, the school or district
should report the student to the Division of Driver Licensing (via the
electronic web portal).

• This report (via web portal) should occur immediately after the 
student withdraws as a drop out from school, not at the end of the
semester.



What happens after a student is reported 
as noncompliant?

The Transportation Cabinet will:

• Notify the student’s parents by mail within 10 days that the
driver’s license or learner’s permit has been revoked.

• Inform the student of the option of a “right of hearing” before 
the District Court where the court can reinstate a license due to
“hardship factors.”



Hardship Waiver

• It is an option designed for students who are teenage parents, who
have no other transportation to work/school/medical
appointments or have no other family members who can drive
(creating a family hardship).

• Apply at the local District Court judge’s office on AOC Form 298.
The district judge makes the decision, not the school. (The school
will abide by the court order).



How to Become Compliant

• The No Pass/No Drive law states that a student may reapply “as
early as the end of the next semester during which he/she…
successfully completes the educational requirements.”

• KDE recommends that the student be complying for a full
semester before regaining driving privileges.



Summer School

Per KRS 159.051, “A student may also reapply for his driver’s license 
at the end of a summer school semester, which results in the 
student having passed at least four (4) courses, or the equivalent of 
four (4) courses, during the successive spring and summer 
semesters, and the courses meet the education requirements for
graduation.”

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3633


New Drivers Applying for Learner’s Permit

• All students must obtain a signed School Compliance Verification 
form from their school or district verifying compliance with the law.

• This form must be embossed with an official school seal containing

“raised letters.”

• The completed form should be taken to the courthouse in the

district of residence to apply for the learner’s permit.

• Use School Compliance Verification form effective March 25, 2025



Home School Requirements

• Home schools must obtain the No Pass/No Drive School 
Compliance Verification form from the public school district office
where the student resides.

• It is not the responsibility of the school district to verify the
grades and attendance of students in Home School. Public
schools should choose the “Home School Compliant”
reporting option in the portal after they officially withdraw
from school.

• The Home School administrator does not have access to the
web portal.



Private School Requirements

• Private Schools must have an authorized signature declaring 

student compliance.



Online/Virtual Courses - Programs

• Students who leave school and enroll in an online school should be
treated the same as public school students.

• Students enrolled in a full-time on-line program (A8) will be
monitored through the public school/district. 



GED Requirements

• Students who have completed their GED need to provide proof of
the *completed GED to the local court clerk to apply for a driver’s
permit.

*Students who are studying for a GED must wait until they pass the test to be
eligible to apply for a permit/license.



Job Training Programs/Job Corp

• Students in these programs must obtain
the required verification form from the
public school district in the county where
the program is located.

• The job training center staff should 
complete the form for the student.



Out-of-State School

• The student must obtain the form from the school district in which they 
officially reside and then take it to the out-of-state school representative
to be signed (public or private).* The form is then submitted to the circuit
court clerk in the county of residence to apply for the learner’s permit or
license.

• When an out-of-state student transfers into a Kentucky school, the
grades and unexcused absences from other states do not apply to
Kentucky’s No Pass/No Drive law.

*This also applies to international students (please contact KDE with questions)



Administering No Pass/No Drive

• Designate a district coordinator with access to all information
entered by schools in the district.

• Select two to three authorized users at each school who will use the
web portal to electronically report non-compliant and compliant
students.

• Keep a list of all students marked non-compliant each semester.
KDE nor the Department of Transportation (DOT) retains a list of
non-compliant students.



Reporting Students on the Web Portal

• The Transportation Cabinet has established a web portal on the 
Kentucky.gov website to allow for live electronic communication 
between schools and the Division of Driver Licensing. The web 
portal is a secure site, and only registered authorized users can 
access it.



Registration for the Portal

• All “authorized users” for a school must register on the student

reporting web portal registration site.

• The user will create a username and password.

• If a user forgets the password, prompts will be available to help
them remember or reset the password.

• After registering and choosing a username and password, users
must notify KDE at 502-564-4772 with the username to be linked
to the DOT portal.

https://secure2.kentucky.gov/Identity/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/Identity/connect/authorize/callback%3Fclient_id%3DTransportation_NoPassNoDrive%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsecure2.kentucky.gov%252Fnopassnodrive%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520role%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D638277219100906980.OWM2ODg2ODAtZDJjNS00ZWU3LTg4M2MtODQ3MmYzODY5NGJjZTRmM2UyZTAtNDVhYy00MDY3LTliZTEtNzBjNjg4YzUyMjky%26state%3DCfDJ8Pi4U9Qo7INFgmTdWqgphACK1KgI-yCHeIpMn92AzDcnZWc2i-m4Nj5JuXvgdeXxb42Xpq3VJqNuLKz0PZTiYHoc7TskWlxzS1OCVrZLDEeXXj_pzAPotHYeME-fhsoK2SubQyKUGaoySbf1uYNs17F8BXmPTaL0rGzkRcipTqPjTDXKfs4A9aF-hOmqooO8BZiFTUdXpW_n9gPgvX-7pOj-4b9Mz8kgkM9SwZWZTh6svb92PatcjBSlu5ST7nyUL9zoS0o2kMfMrx-ylu1igDBWOMAfVskkt4F0BHS7eeWm58rUdmoNM0rioWERMFrjfpxRbTKc6genuhjmZUMi24A%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NETSTANDARD2_0%26x-client-ver%3D6.8.0.0


School Access to Portal

• The web portal will allow the district contact and/or school
authorized users to electronically transfer student information to
the Division of Driver Licensing.

• Go to the web portal website 

• Log in with your registered username and password.

• The opening screen will read: “Welcome (your name) of the (applicable)

school district…”

https://secure2.kentucky.gov/Identity/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FIdentity%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DTransportation_NoPassNoDrive%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsecure2.kentucky.gov%252FNoPassNoDrive%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520role%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D638191695687458694.NDNlNjBjMTItMjUwNi00MjdjLThhNWItYWRkMzcwYjNhNzhlOTdlZmI3MzctMzg5MC00ZTdmLWFmYmMtYmZjMWQ1ZTU2MzEy%26state%3DCfDJ8ImwIawrnVZOiGL0AHFW_iBBzEm2lHXWD8buMFRmGwiaHtnFDWNyryImUDPXyfHDDcL6GmJukN2GbcI6vF8tdZBDQ038e2qufciPQ9gaSjgHVEoA65iEWLhxHlMWUpLfIFbCdLF2dDGw6K0lJg7yZsHuHbOGWAsQpTXJXcsKgr4n9f2x_OtsG6nfd96dHdp8jTVbQaUI2KsU7ToUsTTkV0FSzMQSf3KF-p5JxMcgKI5Cr5l5Nrqkusn0B07fZBy17Q1I_5V2ys29rOrVatKQj4xb3wPtc9VYX6kiPY0sCdCex236PC7K8-qZEeNlt3W1SdHyn2ckMpCuXV4VEuxg8vY%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NETSTANDARD2_0%26x-client-ver%3D6.8.0.0


Utilizing the Web Portal

Find the student in the web 
portal by entering:

• First Name

• Last Name

• Date of Birth

• Last four digits of Social 
Security Number



Utilizing the Web Portal (continued)

Select the action to be reported 
to the Kentucky Department of 
Transportation:

• Compliant

• Non-Compliant

• Correction

• Home-Schooled Compliant



Types of Status Changes

• Compliant Student (after previously being reported as non-compliant)

• Non-Compliant Student (for excessive absences/dropouts or
academic deficiency)

• Correction (previous compliant or noncompliant status sent in error)

• Home Schooled Compliant (use for students who left a school district
to be home schooled)



No Pass No Drive: School Verification Form

• The school should use this form to
verify the student’s compliance of
the components of the No Pass/No
Drive law for first time applicants for
a learner’s permit.

• Authorized users may access the No
Pass No Drive School Compliance
Verification Form on the student
reporting portal.

• If the student is not compliant, the
school should not provide this
completed and stamped form to the
student.



Troubleshooting the Web Portal

• If you receive a “record not found” message, one of the following

things has occurred:

• The school has entered incorrect student information (nicknames,
incorrect social security number, etc.). Check your information and retry.

• The student has not yet applied for a driver’s permit or license; therefore,

the Division of Driver Licensing has no data on the student.

• The student is 18 years of age or older and the law no longer applies.



After Reporting Student in the Web Portal

• After a school has used the web portal to report a student as
compliant or noncompliant, DOT automatically generates an official
letter to the parents of the student within 10 days. The school may
create and send its own version of a notification letter if desired
(optional).

• Schools should keep a record of all students it reports during a
school year. (KDE or DOT does not keep records of noncompliant
students.)



Reinstatement Fee

• A fee is not required, unless the license has been suspended for
one year or more, at that time the student will have to take the
written and eye exams again.



Time Lost in the Graduated Licensing Process

• Students pick up where they left off in the Kentucky Graduated 
Licensing Process. They do not receive credit toward their license
for the amount of time the license was revoked per KRS 159.051.

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3633


18 Years of Age or Graduate

• The law does not apply to persons who are 18 years old or who
graduate.

• It is the responsibility of the student to go to the circuit court clerk’s
office to begin the process of having his/her driver’s license
reinstated (by showing proof of age or graduation).*

*Graduating students under age 18 may be made compliant by their school on
the web portal.



Enrollment in School

• A student must be officially enrolled in a school before absences 
(excused or unexcused) begin to accrue.

• New students’ grades should be reviewed at the end of their first

semester in the new school.



Returning Dropouts

• The student should be in compliance for a full semester before the
school notifies the Division of Driver Licensing to reinstate the
license or permit. Therefore, the returning student would be eligible
to have the driver’s license reinstated at the end of the first
semester after reenrolling (if compliant for that entire semester).



Resources

KDE No Pass/No Drive website

No Pass/No Drive Frequently Asked Questions

https://education.ky.gov/school/Pages/No-Pass-No-Drive.aspx
https://drive.ky.gov/Drivers/Pages/No-Pass-No-Drive.aspx
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