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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Webcast

There will not be a webcast for June or July. We will not publish a newsletter for July. We will resume newsletter distribution in August.

Unbridled Learning Update

Standards for English/Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects

As districts, schools and teachers plan for and implement the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, the following information on the role and importance of the Common Core State Standards for English/language arts and literacy in history/social studies, science and technical subjects will be helpful. 

Kentucky adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English/language arts and mathematics as the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS). Included in that was the adoption of the Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects Standards. These standards set requirements not only for English/language arts, but also for literacy in history/social studies, science and technical subjects. The introduction to the CCSS notes, “Just as students must learn to read, write, speak, listen, and use language effectively in a variety of content areas, so too must the Standards specify the literacy skills and understandings required for college and career readiness in multiple disciplines. Literacy standards for grade 6 and above are predicated on teachers …using their content area expertise to help students meet the particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language in their respective fields.”

The Kentucky Department of Education’s (KDE’s) goal is for schools to graduate students who are college- and/or career-ready. To accomplish this, students must be literate. This means students must be proficient in reading, writing and discussing/presenting ideas about complex texts independently in a variety of disciplines. Implementation of these standards, along with 21st-century skills, in all content areas is vital if we are to improve student learning and meet the rigor of the standards. These literacy standards are not an add-on or additional set of standards, but should be seen as integrated with existing content standards as a means of assisting students with mastering the content of subjects studied.

KDE will organize a statewide cross-disciplinary work group, including content-specific professional organizations, to develop content-specific guides, units and lessons, rubrics and other resources that support implementation of the standards. As the resources are completed, they will be accessible through Leadership Networks as well as the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) for district/school and educator use, and eventually, educators will be able to share their own developed resources with each other.

Science Standards

Kentucky has begun the process of applying to Achieve, Inc. to be an early collaborator in the development of the Next-Generation K-12 Science Education Standards. If selected, Kentucky will be one of six states that will be early reviewers of standards drafts, provide policy advice and assist in planning the implementation of the standards.

State applications will be evaluated based on factors such as commitment to high-quality science education, state leadership teams, unique contributions and infrastructure for successful adoption and implementation. The application is to be completed before July 15. The Next-Generation Science Education Standards are expected to be released to the public in the fall of 2012.

National Voluntary Arts Standards
A newly formed partnership of organizations and states will lead the revision of the 1994 National Standards for Arts Education. The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) plans to complete its work and release new, national voluntary arts education standards in fall 2012. The standards will describe what students should know and be able to do as a result of a high-quality curricular arts education program. The current National Standards for Arts Education have been adopted or adapted by 49 state departments of education and have become the benchmark document by which K-12 arts learning is measured in dance, music, theatre and visual arts. Curriculum designers, teacher training programs, funders and federal and state policy makers have relied on the 1994 national arts standards to help guide their decision-making.

Parent Resource for Common Core State Standards

The Parents’ Guide to Student Success was developed in response to the Common Core State Standards in English/language arts and mathematics. Created by teachers, parents, education experts and others from across the country, the standards provide clear, consistent expectations for what students should be learning at each grade in order to be prepared for college and career. 

The National PTA® created the guides for grades K-8 and two for grades 9-12 (one for English/language arts/literacy and one for mathematics). 

Leadership Networks

Several new resources have been posted on the KDE Web page “Leadership Networks: Deliverables:” 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/School+Improvement/Instructional+Support+Network/Leadership+Networks+-+Deliverables.htm
Resources include sample/example planning and pacing guides; gap analysis protocols; planning and pacing tools; and more. Thanks to all who have shared. ALL of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards deconstructions also are available at:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/ATTENTION+-+Leadership+Networks.htm
Presenter information from the ISLN/KLA Joint Summer Conference held on June 20-21 will be available soon on the KDE website. Check the site for updated information during the first week of July.

Model Curriculum Framework

On May 2, 42 external stakeholder groups were invited to send representatives to participate in focus group sessions. The early draft of the Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework (KMCF) and focus questions were provided two weeks prior to the meeting, and the representatives were asked to bring the collective feedback of his/her group to the May 2 meeting. Four simultaneous sessions with five to six participants in each group were held in the morning and afternoon. Twenty groups were represented, and two groups forwarded feedback electronically. 

On May 3, the Curriculum Framework Committee met to review and consider the feedback for revisions to the resource. The Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework 2011 was launched at the joint meeting of the Kentucky Leadership Networks Summer 2011 Administrators on June 21. 

Building on the guidance offered in the Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework 2011 and successive annual updates to the framework, schools and districts will plan and implement curriculum that reflects the tools, environments, and guiding principles to support 21st-century learning practices guaranteeing readiness for career and/or college. Click here to access the Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework.

Program Reviews 

At the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) meeting this month, the board gave advice on two key regulations related to the accountability model -- 703 KAR 5:220, School and District Accountability Recognition and Support and 703 KAR 5:230, Next-Generation Instructional Programs and Support.

The board considered a new element of 703 KAR 5:220 that would enable an overall accountability score to be computed for schools and districts from all components of the system. 703 KAR 5:230 specifies the requirements for Program Reviews within the accountability system. Both of these regulations were reviewed, feedback was gathered from the board, and they will come back to the board for final approval at the August KBE meeting.

Relative to the proposal for an overall accountability score for schools and districts in 703 KAR 5:220, the board looked at a proposal that would be based on a 100-point overall score with the components weighted as follows:

· Next-Generation Learners (academic component) 60%

· Next-Generation Instructional Programs and Support (Program Reviews) 20%

· Next-Generation Professionals (percent of effective teachers and leaders based on multiple measures) 20%

However, after much discussion on the importance of counting Program Reviews to indicate that these content areas are critical to effective teaching and learning, the board directed KDE staff to increase the percentage in the overall accountability score from 20 percent to 30 percent. Thus, when the regulation comes back for final approval in August, the overall accountability score model will likely reflect Next-Generation Learners (academic component) 50%; Next- Generation Instructional Programs and Support (Program Reviews) 30%; and Next-Generation Professionals (percent of effective teachers and leaders based on multiple measures) 20%.

Relative to the regulation specifying the Program Review requirements (703 KAR 5:230), the board agreed that the first three Program Reviews would be arts/humanities, practical living and writing and that these would be weighted equally when counting for accountability. Program Reviews will be included in the 2011-12 accountability system through field testing and the public reporting of data. Additionally, the board supported adding a world language Program Review and a primary Program Review in the near future with phased-in time lines. Again, the regulation containing the Program Review requirements will be presented again at the August KBE meeting for final approval. The timeline is attached.

These two regulations will put in place elements that are essential to our Unbridled Learning work and moving toward ensuring all students are college- and/or career-ready.

Any questions on the overall accountability score proposal can be directed to Larry Stinson via e-mail at larry.stinson@education.ky.gov, and questions on the Program Review regulation can be directed to Felicia Smith via e-mail at felicia.smith@education.ky.gov .

COMPONENT WEIGHTS -- 2011-12
	Grade Range
	Arts/Humanities
	Practical Living
	Writing 
	Year 1 Total

	Elementary
	33.3
	33.3
	33.3
	100

	Middle
	33.3
	33.3
	33.3
	100

	High
	33.3
	33.3
	33.3
	100


	


COMPONENT WEIGHTS -- 2012-13
	Grade Range
	Arts/Humanities
	Practical Living
	Writing
	 
K-3
	World Language
	Year 2 and beyond Total

	Elementary
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	100

	Middle
	25
	25
	25
	NA
	25
	100

	High
	25
	25
	25
	NA
	25
	100


	


 

School Readiness Agenda

School readiness means that each child enters school ready to engage in and benefit from early learning experiences that best promote the child’s success. It encompasses five developmental areas: approaches to learning; health and physical well-being; language and communication development; social and emotional development; and cognitive and general knowledge.  Kentucky’s School Readiness definition may be accessed here. Please begin to disseminate this information in your community.
KDE proficiency strategies are now being developed to measure school readiness at kindergarten entry. This information will inform instructional practices at the classroom and district levels, as well as create a benchmark for academic growth between school entry and the end of 3rd grade. KDE will recommend the use of a common screener for statewide purposes. Workgroups, to date, have considered the use of DIAL 4, Brigance or another assessment screener found in Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide. Districts will need to seek approval from KDE to use any other screening assessment tool, and more guidance about this process will be provided in the months ahead.  

School readiness screening will formally begin in all school districts in the fall of 2012. KDE will provide guidance and support to districts in the coming months in preparation for statewide school readiness screening implementation.

Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge Grant Opportunity

Working together, the U.S. Department of Education and Cabinet for Health and Human Services announced plans to release a new Race to the Top grant application in support of raising the quality of early learning programs. While details about this $5oo million FY11 grant opportunity are unknown, federal emphasis on the following is expected:

· Increase the number and percentage of low-income and disadvantaged children in each age group of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are enrolled in high-quality early learning programs.

· Design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and services.

· Ensure that any use of assessments conforms with the recommendations of the National Research Council’s reports on early childhood. 

Assessment and Accountability System Update

End-of-Course

On May 26, all district assessment coordinators participated in a webcast on end-of-course assessments. The following question of the week was shared.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q.   How are Kentucky standards incorporated in end-of-course assessments for high schools?

A.    In February 2010, Kentucky became the first state to adopt the Common Core standards for English/language arts and mathematics. These Common Core standards have been incorporated into Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards (KCAS). Throughout the 2010-11 school year, Kentucky teachers and administrators have worked to deconstruct the new standards and begin implementation in the classroom. The KCAS reflect the breadth and depth of content that should be the basis for curriculum in Kentucky’s public schools.

As well as calling for revised content standards, Senate Bill 1 (passed in the 2009 Kentucky General Assembly) called for a new assessment and accountability program in the 2011-12 school year. The Kentucky Board of Education approved a new end-of-course (EOC) assessment program for high schools. This component of the new assessment system will begin in 2011-12 with assessments in four courses—Algebra II, English II, Biology and U.S. History. The QualityCore® from ACT, Inc. was selected as the provider for the four required assessments. QualityCore® is a nationally respected rigorous program. Student results will provide important links to other ACT, Inc. college readiness assessments (i.e., PLAN or the ACT) and national norms.

Consistent with past experience, Kentucky’s required assessments will continue to sample a subset of standards during each test administration. With the purchase of QualityCore®, Kentucky educators receive access to a variety of resources including course syllabi, objectives, formative item banks and benchmark assessments. All of the resources help define the course rigor and expectations that will be sampled during administration of the QualityCore® EOC exams.

While Kentucky requires students to take the QualityCore® EOC exams, the Commonwealth does not require teachers to use the QualityCore® educator resources. These resources are available to support teachers as they implement KCAS and local curriculum. The QualityCore® resources for Algebra II, English II, Biology and U.S. History may provide an important supplement for the four required courses. The four sets of QualityCore® educator resources do not provide a complete coverage of the depth and breadth of the Kentucky’s curriculum standards (i.e., KCAS).

Kentucky will continue to examine the connections between the QualityCore® program and KCAS to assist Kentucky educators as they implement both new standards and a new assessment. High correlation exists between: Kentucky's Core Academic Standards for English and Mathematics, Kentucky's Program of Studies(POS), Core Content 4.1 for Science and Social Studies and the College Readiness Standards incorporated in QualityCore®. The KCAS and POS/Core Content 4.1 contain some areas not covered by QualityCore®, and the QualityCore® educator resources purchased by Kentucky may contain some content not included in KCAS and POS. KDE staff will work to identify the areas of difference. KDE staff have drafted course frameworks for Algebra II and English II; they are provided in the attachments.

KDE has signed a six-year contract for ACT to provide the EOC exams. For more details, contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability, Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394.

Click here to find  the two PowerPoints that the Office of Assessment and Accountability presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and Education Regulation Review Subcommittee recently.

 
College and Career Readiness Agenda

ACT's latest policy report Affirming the Goal: Is College and Career Readiness an Internationally Competitive Standard? indicated  that the nation's college and career readiness goal is not just ambitious, but attainable — and necessary if we want high school graduates to be able to compete with their global peers. In its report, ACT approximated the "college- and career-ready" line on the scale of PISA scores (an assessment of 15-year-olds' literacy and problem-solving skills) by linking the international assessment to scores on ACT's test for 10th graders that indicates a student's readiness for college and career. Only a small handful of countries have students already meeting or exceeding this college- and career-ready level. According to ACT, the results show that the performance standard of college and career readiness — and therefore the new Common Core State Standards, which were designed to help all U.S. students become ready for college and career — is internationally competitive, falling well within the range of the highest-performing countries on PISA reading and math.

Specifically, ACT found that the 10th-grade college and career readiness benchmark was significantly higher than the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development average on Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and higher than the U.S. average on either test. In reading, for example, only Shanghai, Korea, Finland and Hong Kong significantly surpassed the college readiness benchmark score. In mathematics, the U.S. lags even further behind the college and career readiness benchmark.

Research like this further supports the importance and value of rigorous, college- and career-ready standards that aim to prepare all students for life after high school and ensure our graduates are competitive with their international peers. This is precisely why international expectations played an important role in shaping the Common Core State Standards. The standards of many of the high-performing countries, including those listed above, informed the development of the Common Core, as did the frameworks for PISA and Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), in terms of their content, organization, focus and coherence. Benchmarking activities done now, such as ACT's new report and a series of briefs Achieve developed that compare the new common standards to the expectations of high-performing countries, go a long way towards reaffirming the fact that the Common Core strongly compare to, and even build upon, the best benchmarks in the world.

The full report can be found here, and a brief for state policymakers can be found here. Achieve's resources and research around international benchmarking can be found here. Both Achieve and ACT were involved in the development of the Common Core State Standards.

Kentucky TELL Survey

TELL Kentucky Survey Results are now available
The TELL Kentucky Survey results are now available for anyone to view at www.tellkentucky.org/reports. Multiple tools for district and school leaders are available to assist in  effective use of the TELL Kentucky data. These tools for districts and schools are available at http://www.tellkentucky.org/Using_Your_Data.

Some key points to remember when analyzing your data include: 

Don’t regard this as an attempt to merely document the physical structure and related resources in a school building. 

· While physical facilities and resources are included in the research base, other complex factors influencing the professional teaching practices of educators are also measured. 

Do use the findings to inform school and district level decisions about: 

· scheduling 

· professional development offerings 

· opportunities to support and cultivate teacher leadership, collaboration and investments in facilities and resources

· By making TELL Kentucky data part of the school improvement planning process, findings from each working condition domain can be seamlessly integrated into the current and emerging school improvement programs at every school in Kentucky. 

Don’t consider this process as an accountability tool for principal performance. 

· The “leadership” category of the TELL Kentucky survey is intentionally broad to incorporate multiple sources of school leadership, including teacher leadership. 

· Teaching, empowering, leading and learning conditions are about schools, not individuals, and it will take the entire school community to improve them. 

Do consider where administrator perceptions differ considerably from teachers. 
· Recognize where the divergent views, particularly of teachers and administrators, could limit the potential for meaningful improvement. 

· Utilize the data as an artifact upon which to base decisions for improvement planning purposes. 

Don’t use the results as a one-shot conversation or a report that sits on the shelf. 
· The data are only as useful as their potential application for improving real schools. 

Do use the findings to help districts move from understanding teaching conditions to taking action toward instructional improvement. 

· Teams of community members, teachers, principals, administrators and policymakers should consider using the data as one point of reference in planning for and implementing change in their school. 

Don’t use the information within the vacuum of a single school, with fear of comparisons to other schools. 
· The results will prove more meaningful if used to support collaborative efforts to identify and implement best practices within and among Kentucky schools. 

Do view the results within the context of progress from year to year and relative to other groups of schools across a district and the state. 

· The findings are reported with bars representing the school, district and state averages for TELL Kentucky questions and constructs. 

Don’t over- or under-represent the data in local policy decision-making. 

· Local policymakers should neither ignore the power of teaching conditions data nor make policy without the context of other data points about the school and/or district. 

Do use TELL Kentucky to help drive local-level policy decisions. 

· Reviewing data results with local teacher associations, school leadership, local school boards, legislators and other decision-makers can ensure that policies and resources are more responsive to the most pressing needs of students, educators, schools and districts. 

Announcements/Professional Development Opportunities

REMINDER - Fall ILP training:

Each fall and spring, Career Cruising provides statewide in-person and webinar trainings for Individual Learning Plan (ILP) users, both new and experienced. There are two in-person training options: ILP for the Inexperienced and Making the ILP Work for Your Students and School. These trainings are offered at a variety of locations throughout the state. There are seven webinar options:

1) ILP Review/Refresher: Student’s Perspective & School ILP Administration Tool

2) Overview of the ILP from the Student’s Perspective

3) School ILP Administration Tool

4) Intervention Plans in the ILP

5) ILP Gifted Students Service Plan (GSSP)

6) Alternative ILP Completion

7) ILP- Advanced Topics and What’s New?

Detailed ILP training descriptions and registration information, including session dates, times and locations, as well as how to register, are included in the attached document (KY ILP Fall 2011 Training Schedule). 

PSA for Kentucky Summer Reading Program
The link below will take you to a PSA that First Lady Jane Beshear did for the Kentucky Summer Reading Program. You can download the video and post it on your websites and social networking sites. Please do so as soon as possible, because the video will only be available from this link  for a couple of weeks. Also, you'll want to post it soon, as summer reading programs are nearly underway.

https://www.yousendit.com/download/dkJyTkF1dzhOMUEwTVE9PQ
43rd Annual KASA Summer Institute, July 13-15 in Louisville 

The Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) is holding its Summer Institute on July 13-15 at the Galt House in Louisville. What is especially exciting this year is that KASA Executive Director Wayne Young,  Deputy Director Rhonda Caldwell and KDE have collaborated on the theme of the conference -  “Connecting Next-Generation Learners and Leaders.”

Keynote speakers include Geoffrey Canada, president and CEO of the Harlem Children’s Zone, Inc., and Manual Scott, author of Take Matters into Your Own Hands: Dream Now! Kentucky Education Commissioner Terry Holliday will give the kickoff message on next-generation learning as it relates to our collective mission and the new normal as it relates to school funding and reform.

For more information on the conference and how to register, go to: http://www.kasa.org/2011_Summer_Institute/Index.html 
PIMSER Professional Development Opportunities

The PIMSER P-12 Math and Science Outreach unit at the University of Kentucky is offering several professional development training opportunities (listed below). These summer sessions align with the goals of Senate Bill 1 and address the Kentucky Core Academic Standards.
Meeting the Challenge: Implementing Standards and Assessment Practices features national and local experts presenting a variety of strategies that address the challenges of relating standards, instruction and assessment. Pre-conference sessions on July 25 provide an in-depth focus on methods of instruction utilizing research, technology and assessment for learning.
July 25-27, Lexington: http://www.uky.edu/P12MathScience/MTC-Conference/home.html
Understanding Fraction Concepts offers a conceptual approach to teaching fractions using manipulative materials.

July 11-13, Lexington or July 18-20, Murray

Full program details and registration for all of these opportunities can be found at http://www.uky.edu/P12MathScience. For more information, contact Jessica Dutzy, senior conference coordinator, at (859) 257-3706 or jldutz2@email.uky.edu.

National School  Foundation Association Training

Thursday, September 15

See attachment
2011 Innovation Summit Call for Proposals (Attachment)
AdvancED and the University of Kentucky College of Education will again co-sponsor the 2011 Innovation Summit that is set for December 1 and 2 at the Lexington Convention Center. 

Innovative frameworks, approaches and opportunities for collaboration, preschool through college, are critically important to Kentucky’s educational institutions as well as the future vitality of this state. The Innovation Summit targets the improvement of student achievement and degree completion in all Kentucky schools as well as building leadership capacity to use innovative technologies, knowledge and research to optimize learning and help educators meet the remarkable challenges we face now and in the future. Systemic improvement in our schools and colleges can become a reality if an environment unites education at all levels, P-20 and eliminates barriers that have divided and isolated us in the past.

Individuals are  invited and encouraged to submit presentation proposals for the 2011 Innovation Summit using the attached form and instructions by August 1. 

Any questions about the summit can be directed to Eve Proffitt, director of Educational Innovation, Kentucky P20 Innovation Lab, (eve.proffitt@uky.edu), or Tom Jones, state director, AdvancED Kentucky (tjones@advanc-ed.org).

Primary Conference:  Getting Beyond the Fluff (attachment)
The New Common Core Standards: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects (attachment)

Reducing Your Carbon Footprint: Integrating Reading, Writing and Environmental Awareness (attachment)

Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment
The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) will host the annual Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment, October 24 & 25, at the Galt House in Louisville. This year's theme will be "Embracing Change ... New Standards, New Assessments and a Focus on Individual Student Needs." Speakers will include Terry Holliday, Gene Wilhoit (executive director of the Council of Chief State School Officers) and Ken Draut (associate commissioner of KDE’s Office of Assessment and Accountability). There will be 27 breakout sessions and a vendor area including the new state testing contractors. Pre-workshop sessions on "Differentiation" and "Formative Assessment" also will be offered. EILA credit will be available, and three meals are included in the registration price, which is unchanged from the 2010 workshop at only $150 (early bird). Keep checking the KAAC website (www.kaac.org) for more information as it becomes available.

Partnering Opportunity with Kentucky Center for Mathematics

The Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM) is offering an opportunity for elementary schools to partner with them in expanding their successful intervention program.   Last year, they applied for an Investing in Innovation (i3) grant that, while not funded, was selected as a highly rated unfunded project.  As a result of the positive feedback they received, the KCM is reapplying for an i3 grant this year.  If funded, the grant would provide monies to train and support a new cohort of Mathematics Intervention Teacher Leaders.  More information about the i3 grant will be available on the KCM website, http://www.kentuckymathematics.org by June 27th.

Resources

P21 Resources for Kentucky Districts and Schools

Kentucky will be scaling up its efforts to ensure teaching and learning focuses on preparing students for the next generation by intentionally infusing 21st-century skills work into agency resources. KDE strongly encourages districts and schools to use The Mile Guide as a resource in determining district and school readiness and implementation of 21st-century skills across curriculum areas.  

During the 2011-12 school year, KDE will create a toolkit of promising practices for the future of learning representative of teaching and learning examples of 21st-century skills learning with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards.

iTunes U
iTunes U has Kentucky resources now available, and more will be added. Titles include:

· Kentucky > KY Core Academic Standards

· Kentucky > Everyday Science

· Kentucky > District Technology Leadership Webcast

· Kentucky > Boyle County School District

· Kentucky > UK College of Education

· Kentucky > Scale City

· Kentucky > News Quiz

· Kentucky > Reel Visions: Spotlight on Kentucky Filmmakers

· Kentucky > From Commissioner Terry Holliday Ph.D.

· Kentucky > Highly Effective Teaching & Learning

· Kentucky > Todd County School District

· Kentucky > Water Solutions

· Kentucky > CASTLE

· Kentucky > Leadership from the Leadership Networks

· Kentucky > Education Matters

· Kentucky > Before It's Too Late: Preventing Teen Suicide

· Kentucky > Balanced Assessment from the Leadership Networks

· Kentucky > Gray Matters: The Silent Epidemic of Brain Injury

· Kentucky > Louisville Life

· Kentucky > Born Too Soon

· Kentucky > More Than Child's Play: Why Physical Activity Matters

· Kentucky > Kentucky Life

· Kentucky > One to One with Bill Goodman

· Kentucky > Erate Guidance

· Kentucky > STLP | Student Technology Leadership Program

· Kentucky > Kentucky Tonight

· Kentucky > Comment on Kentucky

· Kentucky > Connections with Renee Shaw

Kentucky Teacher
Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication since 1992, is now an online publication.

The website, www.kentuckyteacher.org, offers feature articles that provide descriptive narratives about successful classroom practice, information about resources, recognition of outstanding efforts and more.

News items are posted regularly along with frequent updates to the Bulletin Board and Leadership Letter items previously included in every printed issue. In addition to the features you’re accustomed to seeing in the previous print edition, the Web publication of Kentucky Teacher offers photo slideshows, digital archives, RSS feeds, the opportunity to comment on features stories and photos and more.

Kentucky Teacher’s online edition is more robust, which means readers will get news that matters to their day-to-day work in the classroom in a timelier manner. Visitors also are able to sign up on any page at www.kentuckyteacher.org to receive notifications in their e-mail inboxes when the website is updated with new content.

Resources on Kentucky’s Native American Heritage Available
The Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission was established to recognize and promote Native American contributions and influence in Kentucky’s history and culture. The commission’s mission is to ensure that all Kentuckians will recognize, appreciate and understand the significant contributions Native Americans have made to Kentucky’s rich cultural heritage.

The commission’s website -- http://heritage.ky.gov/knahc/ -- provides a wealth of information and free educational materials that may be valuable for educators across all content areas.

· Teaching About American Indians: Stereotypes and Contributions -- a resource packet for Kentucky teachers

· Native Americans: Who Are They Today -- social studies lesson plan

· Teachers' Guide to Native American Literature 

· Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission brochure
· Facts about the theft of Indian Head Rock from Kentucky
For more details, visit http://heritage.ky.gov/knahc/ or contact Scottie Saltsman, chair of the Native American Intertribal Alliance, at (859) 200-8969 or scottiesaltsman@gmail.com.

REACH Camp
The Kentucky State Parks Recreation, Environment And Cultural History (REACH) Camp is a unique overnight educational program for school groups. Trained naturalists and recreational staff design custom programs to help encourage student interest in nature, history and outdoor activities. This offers an innovative way to teach students about Kentucky’s cultural, natural and historical resources. 

The “camps” can be tailored to a group based on what students are studying, as long as it fits into the basic resources of the park. For example, General Butler can offer an archeological study, Blue Licks Battlefield has its Revolutionary War history and a 125-foot-wide waterfall makes hydrology fascinating at Cumberland Falls. Every REACH camp includes a fun evening program like an owl prowl, astronomy or stories around the campfire.

Available at most Kentucky State Resort Parks, REACH camps are available November - May for classes of 20 or more participants. Lodging is based on four guests to-a-lodge room, and a minimum of one chaperone or teacher per every eight students is required.

The end result is that students get to experience the great outdoors and Kentucky history where it took place. Activities such as aquatics, state history, plant identification and outdoor skills supply educators with valuable teaching components and make learning fun. These activities give students experiences that relate to every course of study including natural science, math, history, language arts and social skills. 

Call the resort park of your choice today and ask for the group sales coordinator to schedule a REACH camp experience. For more details, visit www.parks.ky.gov or call Lisa Deavers at (502) 564-4940, ext. 246.

What Works Clearinghouse

Looking for a better way to find curricula, products and practices? Check out the new and improved What Works Clearinghouse search feature, Find What Works. This powerful tool makes it easy to find out exactly what rigorous research says about the effectiveness of more than 100 widely used education interventions. Interventions may be searched by outcome, grade level, population, effectiveness, extent of evidence, program type and delivery method.

Lexiles

Visit http://www.lexile.com/newsevents/2011-press-releases/more-publishers-offering-lexile-measures to find a list of publishers that signed on to provide Lexile measures during the first quarter of 2011. Every one of these publishers will provide educators with the Lexile measures they often depend on to differentiate instruction in Kentucky’s classrooms. 

High School Transcripts
Recently, we saw some good news that high school students are taking more rigorous and challenging coursework. In America's High School Graduates: the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Study, the National Council for Education Statistics (NCES) analyzed transcripts from a representative sample of 37,700 public and private high school graduates nationwide and found that more high school graduates have taken more rigorous courses than in previous years. Specifically, in mathematics, 76 percent of graduates took Algebra II in 2009, a significant increase from the 53 percent in 1990, 67 percent in 2000 and 70 percent in 2005.

Despite the increase in course-taking, however, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) scores have remained flat over time. One likely reason behind this is that course titles mean very little and not all "Algebra II" courses are worthy of that title. Courses that are rigorous in name only will not prepare graduates for their next steps; what matters is the content of those courses. That's why it's so important for states and districts implementing the Common Core State Standards, or state college- and career-ready standards, to re-evaluate their high school graduation requirements -- and course content -- to ensure that ALL students are taking courses aligned to the standards.

Did you miss a newsletter?

Click here for archived copies of the ISN Newsletter.
�








