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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Webcast

The next ISN webcast is scheduled for May 26  from 3 to 4:30 p.m. ET. Topics will be KDE updates, including leadership networks and school readiness. 

Senate Bill 1 Update

Standards Implementation

Leadership Networks

Deconstructed Standards: Teacher leaders from across the state have spent a significant amount of time interpreting the new Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) and translating them into learning targets. After internal and external reviews, the Deconstructed Standards for both English/Language Arts and Mathematics are now complete. 

Visit the KDE Unbridled Learning page for the link, or use the link below. http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/ATTENTION+-+Leadership+Networks.htm
A number of other resources also will be added by the end of May, including sample pacing guides, sample curriculum maps, protocols for gap analysis, grade level ‘placemats,’ ‘Shifts’ documents and more. Please continue to check that location for postings to aid you in planning and preparing for the implementation of the new standards within the context of highly effective teaching, learning and assessment practices. 

Joint ISLN/KLA Summer Meeting June 20-21: Registration will be open for this meeting until June 3. To register, go to:
http://education.ky.gov/FormServ/?ID=KDE_ISLN_KLA_Leadership_Networks_Joint_Summer_Conference
Mathematics Standards Clarification:  Question: Some conversations around the new Common Core State Standards (CCSS; in Kentucky, KCAS) have suggested that the mathematics standards were derived from the Singapore Math Curriculum. Is this true?

Answer (from Steve Leinwand, one of the authors of the CCSS for Mathematics): In fact, the Common Core State Standards have been drawn from many sources, including experiences and practices in the US, Hong Kong, Singapore and Korea. The Common Core for math builds on learning progressions from each of these Asian countries, but provides much richer descriptions of the mathematics than any of these other countries and sequences the grade placement of the math much more appropriately than these Asian countries. For these reasons, it IS appropriate to state the CCSSM are internationally benchmarked, but is NOT appropriate to argue that they are based on Singapore or any other single country. In addition, when talking about a math program, like the one in Singapore, there are standards, materials and assessments that constitute the program. At this point all we have are standards in the U.S., so it's hard to argue the program is modeled after Singapore until we have texts and assessments that may or may not look like Singapore or any other country.

Steve Leinwand has over 30 years of leadership positions in mathematics education. He is a principal research analyst at the American Institutes for Research (AIR) in Washington, D.C. Before joining AIR in 2002, he spent 22 years as a mathematics consultant with the Connecticut Department of Education. In addition, Steve has served on the Mathematical Sciences Education Board, as president of the National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics and on the NCTM Board of Directors. Steve is also an author of several mathematics textbooks. He has written numerous articles, and his books, “Sensible Mathematics: A Guide for School Leaders” and “Accessible Math: 10 Instructional Shifts that Raise Student Achievement,” were published by Heinemann in 2000 and 2009 respectively. Also, he is co-author of “Singapore Math: Can It Help Close the U.S. Mathematics Learning Gap?”  with Alan Ginsburg of the U.S. Department of Education.

Program Reviews

In March, Program Review Technical Assistance Training was provided across the state. A total of 16 sessions were offered, with more than 1,200 people in attendance. In addition, KDE is partnering with KET in the development of professional development modules focusing on Program Reviews. We hope to release these in July.

The Kentucky Board of Education began discussions related to the content of a Program Review regulation at its April board meeting. A part of that discussion included the change of title of the accountability piece of which Program Reviews are a part -- from “Next-Generation Support Systems” to “Next-Generation Instructional Programs and Supports.” A first reading of this regulation is scheduled for the board’s  June meeting. 

Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS)

KDE teacher and leader networks will begin reviewing the Common Core Standards and deconstructed English/language arts and mathematics standards within our online SchoolNet tool, the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS).(For more information about this tool, see the press release.) Over the summer months, KDE will be adding all of the deconstructed standards and links to resources that are aligned to the Common Core Standards. EVERY teacher in Kentucky will have access to this tool prior to the start of the 2011-12 school year.

CIITS is the Commonwealth’s vision that every Kentucky teacher will have a full set of tools available at his/her fingertips to improve every student’s learning. As a teacher prepares for a lesson, through the CIITS, he/she can access each student’s data to identify which concepts need further exploration and attention in the classroom, access exemplary lesson/unit plans and even view podcasts from master teachers or higher education faculty on key concepts across the standards. This online environment will allow educators to engage in dialogue about educational practice through social networking tools. Teachers’ use and application of the CIITS in their daily classroom practice will become an important aspect of their ongoing professional learning.

Assessment and Accountability System Update

End-of-Course

Kentucky has selected ACT, Inc. as its vendor for end-of-course (EOC) examinations for the state’s public high school students. The contract period is from May 9, 2011, to June 30, 2012, and is for a total of $5,486,700.

Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), enacted in the 2009 Kentucky General Assembly, requires a new public school assessment program beginning in the 2011-12 school year. The legislation allowed, with approval by the Kentucky Board of Education, an EOC assessment program at the high school level.

ACT, Inc. will provide assessments for English II, Algebra II, Biology and U.S. History through its QualityCore® program. The program is syllabus-driven and will include curriculum and instruction support materials. QualityCore® was developed based on research in high-performing classrooms that focus on the essential standards for college and career readiness.

The Kentucky Department of Education will provide information on how educators may access the instructional support materials for the four EOC courses in the coming weeks.

The EOC assessments will be administered throughout the year as students earn credits in each course. In addition to the EOC assessments, Kentucky students in grades 10 and 11 also will complete writing assessments provided by NCS Pearson.  

The EOC assessments are part of the Next-Generation Learners component of the proposed accountability model for the state’s public schools and districts. The Next-Generation Learners component also includes subject-area tests in elementary and middle schools.

ACT was an early partner in the Common Core Standards process, and there is information on ACT, Inc.’s website about alignment between ACT products and the standards.

See a lengthy analysis of that here: http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/CommonCoreAlignment.pdf
A more concise report is available here: http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/FirstLook.pdf
ACT, Inc. also provided an overview of a next-generation assessment system here: http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/NextGeneration.pdf
For more details, contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability, Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394.

 
Alternate Assessment

The 2011-2012 Alternate Assessment plan (standards and assessment design) was released on May 16 through a Special Alternate Assessment e-mail. The information was sent to district assessment coordinators, and a teacher launch followed. The e-mail described the new assessment and provided a link to the new Alternate Assessment standards along with the testing windows for the revised Alternate Assessment. 

It is important for Alternate Assessment teachers to access the six standards for reading, mathematics and writing and incorporate them into instruction beginning in the fall of 2011. Standards assessed in science and social studies will continue to follow Core Content for Assessment Version 4.1. The following link provides access to the standards being assessed in reading, mathematics and writing as part of the new Alternate Assessment design.

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Kentucky+Alternate+Assessment+Program/Alternate+Assessment+Standards.htm


College and Career Readiness Agenda
On February 5, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday asked each superintendent to sign a College and Career Readiness Commitment. As a result, all school districts and all university presidents are committed to improving the percentage of students graduating with college/career-ready skills. KDE has published a workbook to help districts plan specific strategies. Schools and districts are strongly encouraged to utilize this workbook in setting annual goals toward meeting the goal of increasing by 50 percent the number of college- and career-ready graduates by 2015.
College and Career Readiness Plan Strategy 2: Interventions

The English Transitional Course is in development as are pre- and post-tests for the Reading Transition Courses. In addition, both the Mathematics and Reading Transitional Courses are in the process of Quantile/Lexile linking and alignment with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards. Sections will be added to the mathematics course that help prepare students to meet the benchmark to enter College Algebra (ACT benchmark of 22).

For more details, please contact Office of Next-Generation Learners Project Lead April Pieper via e-mail at april.pieper@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-2106.

College and Career Readiness Plan Strategy: College and Career Advising 

In order to support schools in implementing or enhancing comprehensive advising programs for secondary students, KDE is launching a number of initiatives.

· An Advising Toolkit soon will be available on the KDE website. This resource provides guidance for creating an advising team to engage all teachers in providing academic, career and personal/social activities for students. These activities are aligned with the American School Counselors Association student standards.

· KDE, in collaboration with a wide variety of stakeholders, will launch the first of an annual statewide Individual Learning Plan Blitz/College and Career Advising Week that will be aligned with students’ EXPLORE/PLAN scores. More details to follow as they are available (spring of 2012). The Advising Toolkit will provide resources to assist districts and schools with this effort. More details are to come. 

College and Career Readiness Plan Strategy: Advance Kentucky

In April, 20 new schools were named for AdvanceKentucky (a complete list of schools can be found at http://www.advancekentucky.com).

Melody Stacy, AP Statistics teacher from Scott County High School, was featured in an ExxonMobil/NMSI national commercial. This commercial may be seen at http://www.mynmsistory.com/stories/melody_stacy/.

AdvanceKentucky is offering two four-day Laying the Foundation (LTF) Summer Institutes for Pre-AP teachers of mathematics, science and English. LTF training is hands-on, teacher-to-teacher training. Created by master classroom teachers, the LTF materials and resources can be used immediately in the classroom to add rigor to the existing curriculum. AdvanceKentucky is an initiative of Kentucky Science and Technology Corporation (KSTC) and is Kentucky’s only LTF Affiliate. This training is open to schools outside of the AdvanceKentucky program.

 Information may be found at http://www.advancekentucky.com/2011LTFRegistration.aspx. Schools may now apply for Cohort 5. 

Deadline is June 28. Information may be found at http://www.advanceky.com/Application%20Materials.aspx.

If you have questions, please contact Joanne Lang at AdvanceKentucky (jlang@kstc.com) or Amy Patterson at KDE (amy.patterson@education.ky.gov). 

REMINDER - Fall ILP training:

Each fall and spring, Career Cruising provides statewide in-person and webinar trainings for ILP users, both new and experienced. There are two in-person training options: ILP for the inexperienced and  making the ILP work for your students and school. These trainings are offered at a variety of locations throughout the state. There are seven webinar options:

1) ILP Review/ Refresher: Student’s Perspective & School ILP Administration Tool

2) Overview of the ILP from the Student’s Perspective

3) School ILP Administration Tool

4) Intervention Plans in the ILP

5) ILP Gifted Students Service Plan (GSSP)

6) Alternative ILP Completion

7) ILP- Advanced Topics and What’s New?

Detailed ILP Training Descriptions and registration information, including session dates, times and locations, as well as how to register, are included in the attached document -KY ILP Fall 2011 Training Schedule. 
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Kentucky TELL Survey

The Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) Working Conditions Survey was a huge success. The final results are in, and we are thrilled to report that 42,025 school-level Educators, or 80.29 percent, participated in the TELL Kentucky Survey. This is the highest rate of participation for any state during the first year of the survey’s implementation. Additionally, 91 percent of schools met the 50 percent response threshold necessary to receive school-level results.  Superintendents, principals and all of our education partners are to be congratulated and commended for encouraging educators to respond and are responsible for the tremendous response rate. The coalition partners are grateful to all of you for your support and help on this initiative. 

To view your school or district’s survey data, visit the TELL Kentucky web site (http://www.tellkentucky.org). Your superintendents and principals received a code to access your data. Along with access to the data, each district will receive a district improvement guide, and each school will receive a school improvement guide that provides assistance in interpreting and using the data for school improvement purposes. As follow-up, KDE provide webcasts and technical support on use of the data.  

Announcement/Resource Section

Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment
The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) will host the annual Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment, October 24 & 25, at the Galt House in Louisville. This year's theme will be "Embracing Change ... New Standards, New Assessments and a Focus on Individual Student Needs." Speakers will include Terry Holliday, Gene Wilhoit (executive director of the Council of Chief State School Officers) and Ken Draut (associate commissioner of KDE’s Office of Assessment and Accountability). There will be 27 breakout sessions and a vendor area including the new state testing contractors. Pre-workshop sessions on "Differentiation" and "Formative Assessment" also will be offered. EILA credit will be available, and three meals are included in the registration price, which is unchanged from the 2010 workshop at only $150 (early bird). Keep checking the KAAC website (www.kaac.org) for more information as it becomes available.
What Works Clearinghouse

Looking for a better way to find curricula, products and practices? Check out the new and improved What Works Clearinghouse search feature, Find What Works (http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/advancedss.aspx). This powerful tool makes it easy to find out exactly what rigorous research says about the effectiveness of more than 100 widely used education interventions. Interventions may be searched by outcome, grade level, population, effectiveness, extent of evidence, program type and delivery method.

Lexiles

Visit http://www.lexile.com/newsevents/2011-press-releases/more-publishers-offering-lexile-measures to find a list of publishers that signed on to provide Lexile measures during the first quarter of 2011. Every one of these publishers will provide educators with the Lexile measures they often depend on to differentiate instruction in Kentucky’s classrooms. 

High School Transcripts
Recently, we saw some good news that high school students are taking more rigorous and challenging coursework. In America's High School Graduates: the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Study, the National Council for Education Statistics (NCES) analyzed transcripts from a representative sample of 37,700 public and private high school graduates nationwide and found that more high school graduates have taken more rigorous courses than in previous years. Specifically, in mathematics, 76 percent of graduates took Algebra II in 2009, a significant increase from the 53 percent in 1990, 67 percent in 2000 and 70 percent in 2005.

Despite the increase in course-taking, however, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) scores have remained flat over time. One likely reason behind this is that course titles mean very little and not all "Algebra II" courses are worthy of that title. Courses that are rigorous in name only will not prepare graduates for their next steps; what matters is the content of those courses. That's why it's so important for states and districts implementing the Common Core State Standards, or state college- and career-ready standards, to re-evaluate their high school graduation requirements -- and course content -- to ensure that ALL students are taking courses aligned to the standards.

PIMSER Professional Development Opportunities

The PIMSER P-12 Math and Science Outreach unit at the University of Kentucky is offering several professional development training opportunities this summer that align with goals of Senate Bill 1 and address the Kentucky Core Academic Standards.
Meeting the Challenge: Implementing Standards and Assessment Practices features national and local experts presenting a variety of strategies that address the challenges of relating standards, instruction and assessment. Pre-conference sessions on July 25 provide an in-depth focus on methods of instruction utilizing research, technology and assessment for learning.
July 25-27, Lexington: http://www.uky.edu/P12MathScience/MTC-Conference/home.html
Understanding Fraction Concepts offers a conceptual approach to teaching fractions using manipulative materials.

July 11-13, Lexington or July 18-20, Murray

Task, Text and Talk in Science explores a range of text resources to use in the classroom and examines the keys to effective integration, including assessment, of literacy strategies and science content.

Elementary:   June 29, Murray or July 18, Lexington 

Middle/High:   June 29, Murray or July 19, Lexington
Science Reasoning and Assessment Tools presents a variety of strategies to integrate effective assessment practices, while increasing student motivation, reasoning skills, and achievement. 

June 21, Lexington

Full program details and registration for all of these opportunities can be found at http://www.uky.edu/P12MathScience. For more information, contact Jessica Dutzy, senior conference coordinator, at (859) 257-3706 or jldutz2@email.uky.edu.

A webinar on Engineering Solutions to the National Literacy Crisis
Young adults who lack reading and writing proficiency likely will be relegated to the ranks of unskilled workers in a world where literacy is an absolute precondition for success. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress, almost 70 percent of 8th-grade students and 60 percent of 12th-graders fail to read at a proficient level. The consequences for the individual and the costs to the nation are staggering in terms of lost wages and earnings over a lifetime.
Federal and state leaders have begun to take action to dramatically improve the reading and writing skills of students in the United States. The development and adoption of the English/language arts common core state standards is a bold, first step. With federal support through the Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy program, states have put into place literacy teams to begin developing a comprehensive birth—grade 12 literacy development systems aligned to the English/language arts common core state standards. Now, the LEARN Act, newly introduced by U.S. Senator Patty Murray (Washington), would continue the investment in states’ comprehensive literacy plans.
On Thursday, May 26 from 1 to 2 p.m. ET, the Alliance for Excellent Education will host a webinar to discuss the importance of comprehensive literacy plans, the competitive Striving Readers grant program and the need for improving educator effectiveness. Webinar participants, who include Mariana Haynes from the alliance, Deborah Spitz from the U.S. Department of Education and Stephanie Hirsch from Learning Forward, will discuss the key levers to scale and sustain literacy improvements as central to reducing the enormous gaps in students’ reading and writing skills and to ensuring students are college- and career-ready.
To register for the webinar and ask questions of the participants, visit http://media.all4ed.org/registration-may-26.
Did you miss a newsletter?

Click here for archived copies of the ISN Newsletter.
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