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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Feedback Requested
In order to best meet the needs of instructional leaders across the state, we would like your feedback on this newsletter. Please take a few minutes to send your thoughts on the following questions:
1. In an effort to provide the most current information, the newsletters are lengthy. Is this a problem?
2. What instructional information would you like to see included but haven’t yet?

Please send your responses to leslee.hellmann@education.ky.gov.

Upcoming Webcast
No November webcast is scheduled. A December webcast will be scheduled following the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) meeting on Dec. 8 so that we may provide a timely update on related activities. Once a date is confirmed, the information will be forwarded.
Senate Bill 1 Update

Timeline Chart for Implementation of SB 1 Requirements

In  response to your requests, KDE has published a timeline for implementation of the standards, assessments and accountability requirements found in Senate Bill 1 (2009). The timeline is attached.

 << File: Standards Assessment AccountabilityTimeline 11 19 10.xls >> 
Content Standards Revision: Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards
Next-Generation Science Standards

A working group representing teachers, the Council on Postsecondary Education and other interested parties, including the Kentucky Education Association (KEA) and the Kentucky Science Teachers Association (KSTA), met on November 1 to begin the process of revising Kentucky’s science standards. The group listened to a virtual address by Stephen Pruitt, director of Science for Achieve, Inc. Pruitt will lead the group, which will be responsible for developing the Next-Generation Science Standards from the conceptual framework being developed by the National Academy of Science. The first draft of the standards is expected to be released in late spring 2011, and the working group anticipates meeting at that time to provide input to Achieve on that draft.
Social Studies Standards

As a member of the Social Studies Assessment, Curriculum and Instruction (SSACI) collaborative, Kentucky is working with 15 state education agencies and 14 professional organizations in the social studies area to begin preliminary discussions about developing common state standards. This important, state-led effort is still very much in the early planning stages and will inform the process for the revision of Kentucky’s social studies standards. In October, states convened to begin the conversations and will be reconvening in February and May of 2011. As states continue their conversations, we will share additional information.

Standards Professional Development Rollout

Content Leadership Network Activity
The networks are in the process of deconstructing the Kentucky core academic standards(KCAS) into learning targets. They are using the classroom assessment for student learning (CASL) ‘framework’ for doing so, meaning we are differentiating between knowledge, reasoning, performance skill and product targets. 

Recently, several questions have come up around the quality control of this work. KDE has identified various points at which quality is being examined. First, to make the task manageable for each network, a reasonable number of standards have been assigned to accomplish the task. Jig-sawing this work has allowed for network participants to go deeper in developing their understanding and rationale for determining the learning targets. Second, by utilizing the collective expertise of the content teacher leaders, more than 1,000 teacher leaders are coming to greater consensus initiating discussion about quality and checks and balances related to developing a deep understanding about the targets. Third, the work and products of the content networks will be reviewed by a core group of experts who have been involved throughout the process. And, as a final check for quality,  the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is working with an external group of reviewers who can provide the necessary expertise and check for quality. KDE is working specifically with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and with the Appalachian Regional Comprehensive Center for the purpose of providing quality control checks throughout the process.

By the end of December, a first-draft version of the deconstructed standards will be made available to all Kentucky educators. It will have examples of both mathematics and English/language arts (ELA) standards at each and every grade level - but likely not ALL of the standards for every grade level. 

By the end of May 2011, KDE will release a complete version of the KCAS mathematics and ELA standards that are deconstructed. Targets will be identified by knowledge, reasoning, performance skill and product. They will not all be in student friendly terms - they will be written for use by teachers and other educators in the district so that they can plan their curricula. Examples of student friendly versions will be available for some of the standards, but not all. However, all network participants will have the skills needed to do this and to lead others in the process.

The teacher leaders engaged in the content leadership networks have done some phenomenal work, and they are truly leading the nation in the deconstruction/implementation process of the standards. KDE is receiving comments such as this on the work and the process:  
“Our training for our middle school teachers went really well. We collaborated with our ELA teachers for the first half of our meeting. We utilized the power point that you had used at our math meetings in discussing SB1, purpose of learning targets, type of learning targets, benefits of learning targets, seven strategies, 5 keys, etc. Our teachers were really receptive and enjoyed doing the sorting activities. We then went to our content learning teams and discussed deconstructing the standards and closing the gaps. We have continued the work during weekly content meetings. Our teachers not only agreed to meet weekly until 4:00 – they suggested it! While deconstructing was challenging, the discussions were very rich. I remembered you said it was the process that would provide the greatest learning experience and YOU WERE RIGHT!” 

Kim Creekmore, Math Network Teacher Leader

A recent publication from the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) about formative assessment is attached. This resource provides an explicit link to the research base of the model Kentucky is implementing in the leadership network design.


 << File: formative_assessment_next_generation_heritage.pdf >> 
Assessment and Accountability System
Assessment and Accountability Proposal

The KBE will conduct the first reading of the accountability model regulation required under 2009’s Senate Bill 1 (SB 1) at its December 8 meeting. The board will hold a work session on the afternoon of December 7 to review input from all stakeholder groups relative to this issue. KDE staff are attending educational cooperative meetings to gain feedback on key accountability issues. If you have not seen the proposed model, it is attached, along with another document that summarizes constituent feedback on the model. Please pass on your suggestions or questions to Ken Draut at ken.draut@education.ky.gov.

 << File: Next Generation Learners Proposed Accountability Model Discussion KBE Update 10 5.doc >>    << File: Stakeholder suggestions KBE Update 10 5.doc >> 
Program Reviews 
The KBE will receive an update on the Program Reviews and the progress/feedback from districts and schools about the rubrics and timeline. You can find KBE information here.
College- and Career-Readiness Initiatives 
Career Readiness Assessment 
As KDE continues to define career readiness, there may be another measure that could be considered for inclusion in the proposed accountability model in determining career readiness. A new project known as the National Career Readiness Certificate exam has been identified as a potential option for districts and schools. 
The exam for this certificate was given to 12th graders in the Cumberlands Region by the Cumberlands Workforce Investment Board,  and the results show additional graduates that we could include as “career-ready” in our proposed accountability model. More than 50 percent of graduates in the region were career-ready. 

KBE will review this measure, and if added to the current “college-ready” definitions and with duplicates eliminated, a significant increase over the current 34 percent rate is likely. More information about the National Career Readiness Certificate is available at www.act.org/certificate/index.html.

Writing Policy Update
A Writing Policy Guidance Tool WebEx is now available on the KDE website. http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Literacy/Kentucky+Writing+Program/Writing+Policy+Guidance.htm
The WebEx is designed to support districts with the process of reviewing each school’s writing policy and providing them feedback. Using a draft policy from X High School and an annotated version of the Writing Policy Guidance Tool, which are both available at the same Web link, the WebEx explains and models the process for districts. Each school is required by statute (KRS 158.6453)  to have a writing policy.

Closing Achievement Gaps

Please review KRS 158.649 and the recommendations from the Commissioner’s Raising Achievement/Closing Gaps Council (attached). Many of the recommendations are included in the strategic plan to fully implement SB 1.
 << File: CRAGC Recommendations for Next Steps for Closing the Gaps - FINAL October 2010.pdf >> 
Effective Teachers and Leaders

The teacher and principal effectiveness steering committees met on November 2 and 3, respectively. These groups are charged with the development of a statewide teacher and principal effectiveness system. Our timeline for this work includes the field test of the rubric this year, pilot test of the rubric in 2011-12 by 50 or more districts, and then a full state validation study in 2012-13. The proposed first year that teacher and principal effectiveness numbers will be included in the accountability model is 2013-14. For more information about the great work of these two committees and the districts participating in the field test this year, go to http://kyprofessionalgrowth.webs.com/.
Transforming Education in Kentucky Task Force (TEK)
The Governor’s Transforming Education in Kentucky Task Force met on November 9. The committee members proposed recommendations that will be forwarded to the Governor for further consideration. To remain abreast of this work, Commissioner Holliday encourages superintendents and others to visit http://educationcabinet.ky.gov/tektaskforce/ regularly.

Governor’s Early Childhood Task Force

On November 23, the Early Childhood Task Force will meet and review a more final version of the recommendations to address the coordination and scale of early childhood initiatives across the state. KDE anticipates several of the recommendations will address school readiness, early screening/assessment tools and ensuring quality across early childcare and preschool settings.
High School Feedback Report shows substantial gains for class of 2008

The Kentucky College and Career Readiness High School Feedback Report, Class of 2008 shows substantial gains in college-going and college- and career-readiness levels of the 2008 high school graduates who subsequently enrolled in a college or university by fall 2008.
All college‐going information in the report is for 2008 high school graduates who entered postsecondary education in the summer or fall of 2008 and not later.

Each high school report features comparative information at the school, district and state levels, and important characteristics including high school performance, in-state postsecondary enrollment characteristics, college-readiness details, ACT score distributions of college-going students, and colleges and universities attended and college majors.

Reports also are available by school district, education cooperative regions, legislative districts, area development districts, public university areas of geographic responsibility and by KCTCS enrollment behavior clusters.

To view the reports and additional resources, visit http://apps.cpe.ky.gov/temp_docs/prototypes/dataportal/hsfr.shtm.

ReadyKentucky Initiative

An update on the ReadyKentucky initiative, funded by the Gates Foundation and supported by Hunt Institute, was presented at the Prichard Committee meeting in November. This initiative is a public relations campaign for Senate Bill 1 elements and is being delivered through the Prichard Committee and Kentucky Chamber of Commerce. Attached is a copy of the handout that was used as part of the update. 


 << File: ReadyKY.pdf >> 
Resources

Harassment and Bullying 

Student suicides resulting from the bullying and harassment activities of other youths have escalated recently, and much of the focus has been on school knowledge of and response to the bullying and harassing behavior. 

On Tuesday, October 26, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) in the U.S. Department of Education issued a Dear Colleague letter concerning schools’ obligations to protect students from student-on-student harassment on the basis of sex (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972); race, color and national origin (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964); and disability (Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990). The letter clarifies the relationship between bullying and discriminatory harassment, provides examples of harassment and illustrates how a school should respond in each case. 

Please share the information in this letter widely with your staff. The Dear Colleague letter and other relevant information are available on OCR’s website at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201010.html.

Additionally, Kentucky law has strengthened the school staff investigation and reporting requirements and includes the responsibility to report any knowledge or reasonable suspicion of conduct that would constitute victimization, commission of any felony offense specified in KRS Chapter 508, of a student by another student while on school premises, on school-sponsored transportation or at a school-sponsored event. KRS 158.156 was passed by the state legislature in 2008 to require responsible supervision of the students entrusted in our care, both the students who would perpetrate these actions and those who would suffer at their hands. It bears noting that although the civil laws only protect students from bullying resulting from discrimination of a protected status, the Kentucky Penal Code, KRS Chapters 500 et seq., as well as other civil liability laws (e.g., libel and slander and intentional infliction of emotional distress) are not limited to acts against those with protected statuses. 
The modes and frequency of bullying have increased through technology such as the Internet and chat boards. As a result, bullying is more pervasive by reaching students even in the once safe home environment. Please monitor student use of your school’s resources and the policies for use to ensure student bullying is not facilitated by these modes of communication. You also will want to review your school bullying and harassment investigation and response policies and procedures in light of this information, and you can contact Amy Peabody in KDE’s Office of Guiding and Support Services at amy.peabody@education.ky.gov for support.
ILP Trainings
Ensuring the effective use of the Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is a primary strategy in KDE’s college and career readiness plan. KDE and Career Cruising are pleased to announce several fall training sessions focused on the District ILP Administration Tool webinar. Spaces are available in early December.

Register by clicking on the link of the date below that best suits your schedule: 
Wednesday, December 8: 11 a.m. - noon ET/ 10 – 11 a.m. CT
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/120640939 
Thursday, December 9: 3 – 4 p.m. ET/2 – 3 p.m. CT
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/661500914 

For more information, contact Jim Daigneau, client account manager at Career Cruising. toll-free (800) 965-8541, ext. 137,  KYsupport@careercruising.com or jimd@careercruising.com. 
Education Matters (Early Childhood Education: The Path to School Success) 

Dedicated to Bob Sexton
KET dedicated its October broadcast of Education Matters to Bob Sexton, the late executive director of the Prichard Committee. Prichard Committee member Lynda Thomas was the content producer for the program, which featured Annette Bridges, director of KDE’s Division of Early Childhood Development; Cindy Heine, interim executive director of the Prichard Committee; Thomas Floyd, superintendent of the Madison County school district; and Rick Hulefeld, executive director of Children Inc. 

The November broadcast of Education Matters focused on college and career readiness initiatives as a result of the aggressive agenda set forth in Senate Bill 1 to reduce the number of students entering college or postsecondary experiences in need of remediation. The program features Debbie Anderson, manager of KDE’s College and Career Readiness Branch; Cheryll Crowe, Eastern Kentucky University mathematics professor; Barbara Veazey, president of West Kentucky Community and Technical College; and Frank LaBoone, principal of Opportunity Middle College in Fayette County. 

Both programs can be viewed online at http://www.ket.org/educationmatters/archivevideo/ . 
Virtual Library  
KDE has been an enthusiastic supporter of the Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) since its launch more than ten years ago. KYVL is an excellent service and one that is widely used by students and teachers throughout the state. 
Due to budget cuts, KDE has reduced its financial contribution considerably and will phase out financial support for KYVL at the end of this fiscal year. This will necessitate that school districts pick up the cost to continue using the KYVL resources after December 17.

As a reminder, districts must have opted in if they plan to participate, preferably by November 15. Districts that have not opted in will no longer have access to the resources after December 17. Ninety-eight school districts already have chosen to participate and have agreed to pay their costs to maintain access to KYVL. 

KYVL provides access to a wide range of resources, including full-text journals, magazines, newspapers and maps. KYVL provides access to numerous databases of special interest to K-12 schools, including:

· Searchasaurus

· Kids Search

· Student Research Center

· NoveList

· Encyclopedia Americana

· Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia

· New Book of Knowledge

· Academic Search Premier

· ProQuest Career & Technical Education

If you are interested in participating or have questions, please contact the KYVL’s Assistant Director Betsy Hughes at betsy.hughes@ky.gov.

Prichard Committee Annual Meeting 
The Prichard Committee annual meeting was held Nov. 15 in Frankfort. The focus of the meeting was on national and state efforts around teacher effectiveness and evaluation. Also, the meeting highlighted the Top 20 by 2020 report. We encourage readers to look at the progress Kentucky is making and the areas where we need to improve by reading the report at www.prichardcommittee.org. 
Environmental Literacy Survey for Administrators
A task force appointed by Commissioner Terry Holliday is in the process of developing a K-12 Environmental Literacy Plan for Kentucky. Without this plan, Kentucky would be ineligible to apply for funding that may be allocated by the No Child Left Inside (NCLI) Act. NCLI is a proposed amendment to the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which, if passed, would provide funding for teacher professional development in environmental education. It also would help teachers to use their local environments as an extension of the classroom.
In order to ensure that Kentucky’s plan best meets the needs of students, teachers and the larger school community, it is important to have your input. Please take a few moments out of your busy schedule to answer these brief questions about environmental literacy education by going to the following website: http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BE6U4Z8EQ 

For more information about Kentucky’s Environmental Literacy Plan, contact Billy Bennett at william.bennett@eku.edu or Melinda Wilder at Melinda.wilder@eku.edu.

KCTE conference scheduled
The Kentucky Council for Teachers of English/Language Arts (KCTE) celebrates 75 years on February 25 and 26, 2011, at the Marriott Cincinnati River Bend in Covington. 
The KCTE Conference theme is "Moving Forward/Looking Back - 21st Century Teaching and Learning." This year’s featured speaker is Kentucky Education Commissioner Terry Holliday.

For more information, please visit http://www.kcte.org/.

KCM conference scheduled

The upcoming 2011 Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM) Conference “Transforming Mathematics Education: Preparing Next Generation Learners for College and Career Pathways” will be held in Lexington on February 24 and 25, 2011. 
The links on the conference website that enable you to register and to submit a speaker proposal are now active. A speaker proposal may be submitted until December 13, and the registration window will be open until February 1, 2011. Poster designs for the poster gallery will be displayed at the conference. The deadline to submit a poster design is January 10, 2011

Visit the conference website at http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/kcmc2011.

Tri-State Diversity Conference set
The Tri-State Diversity Conference, “Lens of Diversity,” will be held February 10-11, 2011, at the Marriott - Cincinnati Airport.

The goal of the conference is to network and link resources to help integrate diversity into programs, policies and practices for creating community well-being. The conference is sponsored by The Ohio State University, Kentucky State University, the University of Kentucky and Purdue University.

The conference is designed for P-20 educators, administrators, faculty and staff; community outreach leaders; social marketers; health and social services professionals; employers and supervisors; human resources staff; and all others wanting to empower greater diversity and cultural understanding within their communities.

Reservations may be made by calling toll-free (800) 696-0165 by January 14, 2011, to ensure accommodations. 

More information is available at http://www.ag.purdue.edu/counties/dearborn/Documents/2011%20Diversity%20Conference%20Registration.pdf, or contact Peggy Ehlers at (812) 926-1189 or pehlers@purdue.edu.




Webinar for School Counselors on College and Career Readiness 
	


	[image: image2.png]



Live Webinar on NOSCA's Own the Turf Campaign 
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Sign up now! The College Board's National Office for School Counselor Advocacy (NOSCA) will present a live webinar on Mon., Dec. 13, 2010, at 1 p.m. EST, to discuss Own the Turf.

Own the Turf is a national advocacy campaign to galvanize and mobilize school counselors to take the lead in college and career readiness counseling and establish a college-going culture in their schools, districts and communities. 

Register for the Own the Turf webinar. 

One of the goals of the Own the Turf campaign is to provide an increased awareness among school and district leaders, policymakers and the public of the value of counselors and the importance of college readiness counseling. The steps that counselors need to take to effectively implement college readiness counseling are outlined in NOSCA's publication, Eight Components of College Readiness Counseling, which is the road map for this campaign. 

Sign up now! 
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Own the Turf of college and career readiness counseling and become part of a national 

movement. 
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Gain new strategies and tools. 
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Help build a national community of school counselors. 
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Share college and career readiness counseling programs and practices. 

[image: image10.png]



Support the Pathways for College Act. 
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Help elevate counselors' voices in the national dialogue. 
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To learn more about NOSCA, visit www.collegeboard.com/nosca.      



	College Board Advocacy
Advocacy is central to the work of the College Board. Working with members, policymakers and the education community, we promote programs, policies and practices that increase college access and success for all students. In a world of growing complexity and competing demands, we advocate to ensure that education comes first. www.collegeboard.com/advocacy
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