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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Webcasts

We hope the September 30 webcast on the Model Curriculum Framework and the Program Reviews was helpful. No webcast is scheduled for October. The next webcast will be in mid- to late November. As soon as the date is confirmed, this information will be forwarded.

Changes to Kentucky High School Graduation Requirements for 2012
The Education Plan section of the Kentucky Individual Learning Plan (ILP) has recently been revised to reflect changes to high school graduation requirements for 2012. For additional information, please refer to the link below, or contact Michael Miller at michael.miller@education.ky.gov. 

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional+resources/secondary+and+virtual+learning/high+school/minimum+high+school+graduation+requirements.htm
Senate Bill 1 (2009) Update
Content Standards Revision: Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards

Next-Generation Science Standards
On November 1, KDE will bring together a group of science educators to begin the conversations about the Next-Generation Science Standards. This first meeting will provide a plan of action for how the state will move forward with the revision to the science standards. 

A conceptual framework is in draft form and will provide the basis for the development of the Next-Generation Science Standards. KDE has developed an abbreviated version outlining key components of the first draft. Please keep in mind that this outline version refers to a draft version and that significant revisions may occur before final release (anticipated release December 2010). The outline of the draft may be downloaded from http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm. 

Once the Conceptual Framework is finalized, it will be passed to Achieve, Inc. to serve as the basis of a new set of Next-Generation Science Standards Science Standards. The approximate timeline for the development of these publications is below.

	Task
	Date

	
	

	Framework Development and Standards Development Planning
	Fall 2009-Spring 2010

	Public Vetting of the Draft Framework & Pre-work on Standards Development
	Summer 2010

	Framework Revision Based on Public Comment
	Late Summer 2010

	Formal Review of Revised Framework
	Fall/Winter 2010

	Public Release and Dissemination of Framework
	Winter 2010

	Development of Draft Standards
	Winter 2010-Spring 2011

	Public Vetting of Draft Standards
	April-May 2011

	Revision based on Public Comment
	June-September 2011

	Final Review of Draft Standards
	October-December 2011

	Public Release and Dissemination of Next-Generation Science Standards
	December 2011


Current information suggests adoption of these standards will be voluntary and that the ‘85/15 adoption rule’ attached to the Common Core ELA and Mathematics standards will not apply. States will be free to adopt these standards either in whole or in parts as they see fit.

More information on the process and the composition of the committee can be found at http://www7.nationalacademies.org/bose/Standards_Framework_Homepage.html.

Next-Generation Social Studies Standards

KDE has been involved in the national work on social studies standards writing, and that work will extend past the December 2010 deadline. It is important for all Kentucky social studies teachers to continue using the Program of Studies and Core Content for Assessment 4.1 until national standards are produced and ready for teacher use. The estimated timeline for completion is 2-3 years. The rollout process for the Common State Social Studies Standards will be very similar to the unveiling of the Math and English/Language Arts Standards. As drafts of the new standards are provided to KDE, key organizations such as the Kentucky Council of Social Studies will be encouraged to identify people to serve on review committees for feedback. The National Council for Social Studies is in support of the Common State Social Studies Standards and posts essential information regarding the work on its website. 

For more information, contact Michael Miller at michael.miller@education.ky.gov. 

Leadership Networks

The Instructional Support Leadership Networks recently completed all second round meetings. In response to the feedback from a number of participants and other partners following the initial round of meetings, several changes were made. Some of those include: 

· clarification of the work based on Senate Bill 1 mandates

·  opportunities for sharing successes/problems of practice

·  the creation and sharing of a “Year-at-a-Glance” document to ensure consistency and coherency for district work based on the outcomes of the Content Leadership Networks

· one location change to make the meetings more geographically distributed

Preliminary feedback suggests that these were welcomed adjustments. Please continue to share feedback and suggestions that will advance the goal of the leadership networks, which is that all participants will understand how to translate Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards into clear learning targets in order to design high-quality formative and summative assessments and to plan/select rigorous and congruent learning experiences.

Curriculum Framework and Program Reviews

ISN Webcast
The ISN webcast on September 30 was focused on the Model Curriculum Framework and Program Reviews. Use the links below to access the archived webcast:

Video and audio: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2010/ISN_9-30-2010.wmv
Downloadable audio podcast: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2010/ISN_9-30-2010.mp3
Intent to Implement Program Reviews

KDE has heard from 103 districts who have indicated  that they will be implementing the Program Reviews this school year. Included in this number are 10 districts in which all schools are participating. Nearly 75 percent of those schools have stated that they are intending to complete all three reviews. Program Review implementation is required in the 2011-12 school year. KDE advises districts and schools become familiar with the process in order to have a smooth implementation next year.

Resources and information are available on the Program Review Web page (http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Program+Reviews/). Questions about the Program Reviews may be addressed to Rae McEntyre at rae.mcentyre@education.ky.gov.

Assessment and Accountability System 
The School Curriculum, Assessment and Accountability Council (SCAAC) met on September 21 to review and make recommendations concerning Kentucky's accountability system of the future. The council makes recommendations to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) and the Legislative Research Commission (LRC) on issues related to the development and communication of the academic expectations and core content for assessment; the development and implementation of the statewide assessment and accountability program; the distribution of rewards and imposition of sanctions; and assistance for schools to improve their performance.
Office of Assessment and Accountability Associate Commissioner Ken Draut began the meeting with the handout “Accountability for Kentucky Public Education Proposed Foundation.” Guiding principles for Kentucky’s future assessment and accountability system may include:

· drive continuous improvement of critical work

· be simple to understand for educators and non-educators

· provide incentives for the right work

· avoid negative incentives and unintended consequences

· blend with federal models so there is one accountability system

The question remained for SCAAC recommendation was “What accountability model will drive behavioral change for steady growth toward realizing the vision of all children proficient and prepared for success?”

SCAAC recommended that the following chart be used for weights at each grade range and for each accountability category. The council did not recommend a weight for growth at the high school level. SCAAC recommended that student performance on the PLAN (grade 10) and the ACT (grade 11) not be used for calculating growth at the high school level.

	Grade Range
	Achievement
	Gap
	Growth
	Readiness
	Graduation Rate
	Total

	Elementary
	30
	30
	40
	N/A
	N/A
	100

	Middle
	30
	30
	30
	10
	N/A
	100

	High
	25
	25
	**
	25
	25
	100


College and Career Readiness Initiatives 

Laying the Foundation
In the Unified College and Career Readiness Plan, Strategy I Goal I is to increase accelerated learning opportunities for all Kentucky students. One action related to that strategy and goal is to increase the number of schools with teachers trained in Laying the Foundation.  

Laying the Foundation (LTF) is a skills-based teacher training program designed to improve the quality of the mathematics, science and English teacher corps for grades 6-10 and prepare students for the challenges of advanced high school classes, such as Advanced Placement. Through face-to-face training in rigorous course content, teachers learn to implement grade-appropriate sample lessons along a skills-based continuum. LTF-trained teachers who teach both regular and advanced classes often also use LTF materials in their regular education classes, which raises the rigor for all of their students. This will benefit students whether they enter the workforce after high school graduation or pursue higher education through colleges and universities. LTF teacher training contributes to their abilities to meet the needs of every student. During the summer of 2010, almost 800 teachers from Kentucky middle schools and high schools were trained by 30 Kentucky LTF-nationally certified trainers.

AdvanceKentucky is the Kentucky Affiliate for LTF. For more information please contact Linda Griffin at (859) 699-9541 or lgriffin@kstc.com. 

Call for Great Programs

With the recent release of college/career readiness data, the public is beginning to focus more clearly on the performance of Kentucky high schools. Education Commissioner Terry Holliday would like to hear from superintendents about good programs in their districts, especially those that are designed to and have been successful in preparing students for careers and college.

Send him an e-mail if you have an outstanding program to highlight.

P20 Innovation Lab at the University of Kentucky

The P20 Innovation Lab at the University of Kentucky is a central piece of the overall innovation strategy for the state. The lab’s purpose it to create, develop and apply new knowledge to address the most critical education issues of our time, locally and globally, in partnership with students, education colleagues, and individuals and institutions with an interest in innovating our collective educational future. The IDEALS Framework (Inquiry, Discourse, Equity, Authenticity, Leadership and Service) guides the work at the Kentucky P20 Innovation Lab as does the 10 Practices of High Achieving Schools:

1) Shared Values



6) Inquiry & Discourse

2) Authentic Teaching


7) Supportive Leaders

3) Shared Leadership


8) Community Connection

4) Personalized environments

9) Equity Concerns

5) Teacher Collaboration

          
 10) External Expertise

The hope is that a large percentage of the school districts across the state will desire to become members of the various “issue-based labs” that make up the P20 Innovation Lab: 

· Technology Leadership
· Civic Engagement
· STEM Education
· Telehealth
· Health & Wellness
· College & Career Readiness
· Education Policy & Law
· Motivation & Learning
· Global Issues
· Assessment & Accountability
· Digital Game-based Learning
For more information, check out the lab at http://p20.education.uky.edu/. 

Great Teachers and Leaders  

Representatives from numerous education stakeholders signed a memorandum of understanding for the Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) Kentucky survey earlier this month.
TELL Kentucky captures the perceptions of all school-based certified educators about these conditions through an anonymous process. By documenting and analyzing how educators view critical teaching and learning conditions, this initiative focuses on providing each Kentucky school with its own data that can become a part of the ongoing improvement-planning processes in schools and districts and at the state level.

There will be questions about facilities and resources; instructional and planning time; decision-making; school leadership; community support; and more.

The TELL Kentucky Survey will be online March 1-26, 2011, and responses will be anonymous and confidential. Educators will receive a personal security code that enables them to go online and provide their perceptions on the critical issues of time, empowerment, leadership, facilities and resources, student conduct, community engagement, professional development, and mentoring/induction programs.

More details about the survey are available at http://www.tellkentucky.org.

Transforming Education in Kentucky

The Transforming Education in Kentucky (TEK) Task Force is in the process of crafting its recommendations for Governor Steve Beshear. The final meeting was held on October 21, and recommendations should be forwarded soon.

Resource Section

Transitional courses in mathematics and reading now available
As mandated in 2009’s Senate Bill 1, secondary intervention programs must be made available to public high school students who score just below college readiness benchmarks on the ACT assessment. The Kentucky Department of Education, in collaboration with the Council on Postsecondary Education and content-area teachers around the state, has developed transitional courses in mathematics and reading to meet this mandate and address the needs of students. More information, including the downloadable courses, is available here. 
Classroom Connection: High School Reform and Online Learning
What’s Right with Kentucky’s Schools: Public schools are the subject of increased discussion, especially with the release of the film Waiting for Superman.
Commissioner Holliday has posted some details about the bright spots in Kentucky’s education system on his presentations page. See the attachment for this information, which can be modified by local superintendents to highlight their own successes. 
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Literacy Resources

Some schools and districts have questions about how to differentiate writing programs, plans and policies. The newly-posted Schoolwide Writing Programs, Plans and Policies defines them, describes them and clarifies their relationship.

A new Writing Policy Guidance Tool also is posted on the Kentucky Department of Education’s website. This resource will be used to review school writing policies and provide feedback. It can also be used by school-based decision making councils as a self-assessment tool when they develop their policies.

The Literacy Planning Guide for Kentucky Schools, designed to assist schools in establishing a literacy team, also provides guidance for the team as they develop, implement, monitor and sustain their literacy plans. Funding from an upcoming federal grant for literacy will require a comprehensive approach to literacy at the state, district and school levels. Working on plans now will be a proactive move for schools. 

A template to accompany the Literacy Planning Guide for Kentucky Schools also is located at the above link to the KDE web site.

Information about these resources and instructional information related to literacy can be found in the Literacy Link newsletter, published monthly during the school year.

October edition of Kentucky Teacher  
The story on page 4, “New standards, targets drive improved teaching,” focuses on the work of the Leadership Networks and includes quotes from interviews with some of the Content Networks’ teacher leaders.

http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/3354C87A-E994-416E-8DD7-E14FCB1A44D6/0/Oct10KyTw.pdf
Literacy and the Digital Divide Conference

According to current research, Kentucky ranks third in the nation for broadband access to its citizens. We also rank highly in providing technology access to schools ... but it's about more than access, as you know. It's first got to be about content. So, we've focused a conference about bringing the technology to the core content to create effective, rigorous and relevant instruction to all of Kentucky.

Attached is the flyer for the November 4 Digital Literacy Conference the Carnegie Center for Literacy and Learning is hosting in Lexington. Professional development credit, EILA credit and more are available for educators throughout the state. With leaders providing workshops on cutting-edge best practices by KDE's own Office of Knowledge, Information and Data Services, UK, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, Connect Kentucky, Best Buy and more, this conference can help move Kentucky educators, school support personnel and others to a new level.

The cost is just $75 for a day of learning, including breakfast and lunch, and space is limited to 70 people.
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EPAS Training Opportunities
KDE and ACT have planned professional development opportunities to promote college and career readiness including: 

Education Summit

Description: focus on the academic preparation of Kentucky high school students and the programs and support to prepare them for success in college and the workplace.
Dates: November 19 – Brown Hotel, Louisville
Audience: teachers, instructional coaches and administrators 
Registration: http://www.regonline.com/ky_ed_summit
College and Career Readiness Workshops

Description: Learn how ACT’s College and Career Readiness System provides data that apply to all levels — student, school, district and state. See how students and families, administrators, curriculum directors, counselors, and teachers can use this critical information throughout the secondary school years to help achieve student success. The 2010 workshops will use data from a sample classroom of students to demonstrate how good information that leads to timely intervention can make all the difference.
Dates:
November 3 – Prestonsburg, Big Sandy Community & Technical College

November 4 – Barbourville, Union College


November 5 – Louisville, Spalding University

November 9 – Murray, Murray State University


November 10 – Madisonville, Madisonville Community College


November 11 – Bowling Green, Bowling Green Technical College


November 16 – Morehead, Morehead State University


November 17 – Crestview Hills, Thomas More College


November 18 – Georgetown, Georgetown College

Audience: administrators, curriculum directors, counselors and teachers
Registration: http://www.kasfaa.com/hscouns.asp  
Please contact Jennifer Stafford at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov, if you have any questions.
Veterans’ Day Resources

The passage of Senate Bill 47 in 2006 mandates the following requirements for all Kentucky public schools:
1) On Veterans Day, or one (1) of the five (5) school days preceding 

Veterans Day, one (1) class or instructional period shall be devoted to the observance of Veterans Day. 

(2) Students shall assemble in one (1) or more groups, as decided by the school principal, to attend the Veterans Day program. 

(3) The program shall be approved by the principal and, at a minimum, shall consist of a teacher and a veteran speaking on the meaning of Veterans Day. 

(4) To develop a Veterans Day program, Kentucky public schools are encouraged to seek advice from the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs and veterans' service organizations, including but not limited to the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

The Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) has many helpful suggestions and resources to assist schools in the planning of a Veterans Day program. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has a Web page with multiple links to information, history and background on Veterans Day, including teaching materials for all age groups.  

http://www1.va.gov/opa/vetsday/  

The KDVA strongly encourages local schools to seek local veterans to speak to the students. Listings in local phone books provide contact information for Veterans Service Organizations such as Veterans of  Foreign Wars, American Legion, AMVETS, Disabled Veterans of America and Vietnam Veterans of America. They are aware of this law, having been instrumental in getting it passed, and will be happy to provide veterans to speak to your students about Veterans Day. 

Contact information for the state headquarters of those organizations can 

be found at http://veterans.ky.gov/vsos.htm. 

Alternatively, you may request a speaker from KDVA. On its website, 

www.veterans.ky.gov, scroll down to the link on the right for “Request a Speaker.” KDVA has a limited number of staff members who can speak to local schools, but will fill all requests if possible. Please include the date, time and location, as well as the nature of the audience (number and age of students, single assembly or multiple class presentations) in the request. Requests will be filled in the order they are received. As KDVA conducts its own ceremonies on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, requests for speakers on other days of Veterans Week are more likely to be filled.

Many communities in Kentucky hold Veterans Day parades or other public events. KDVA encourages schools to partner with their local communities in these events.
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