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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Webcast
There will be NO ISN webcast for the month of October. Please take some time to view the Commissioner’s most recent Superintendents’ Webcast which focused on Kentucky’s NCLB waiver request. The most recent webcast will be forwarded as soon as it becomes available.
Unbridled Learning Update

A new version of CIITS (the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System) is coming in November and will include additional features, standards resources, and unique log-in information.  This newly designed technology system is intended to be the “one stop shop” for Kentucky educators. Instructional Supervisors across the state will play a vital role in the dissemination and use of CIITS as a resource to enhance learning outcomes for students and improve teaching and learning. CIITS will contain the standards, instructional resources aligned to the standards, assessment items, and in the future professional development resources that will help schools and districts organize and plan as a statewide support for continuous improvement in teaching and learning.  
On Friday, Dr. Holliday sent out an invitation seeking volunteer districts to pilot Schoolnet’s Assessment Admin Module of CIITS starting November 28.  Using a standards-based item bank, select teachers at participating schools within the district will be asked to administer formative assessments through CIITS.  Teachers and administrators will be able to use the resulting data in the module to see where individual student learning gaps exist and to help differentiate instruction to meet student needs. Training will be provided for pilot districts.  The pilot will help the CIITS project team gather feedback about implementation that will ultimately be used to make product adjustments prior to statewide rollout.  The Office of Next Generation Learners invites districts that are interested in being a part of this exciting pilot project to review the attached criteria for participation. Each superintendent will be required to grant permission for each school in the district that wishes to participate.  School districts interested in participating in this pilot need to have a progressive mind-set for the use of technology in teaching and learning and this may include 1 to 1 districts or those participating in other innovation pilot projects focused on next generation learning. Additionally, districts interested should identify schools that have demonstrated effective teaching and learning to ensure optimal integration of this solution focused on continuous improvement.

Currently CIITS is open to all educators through a common log-in. In November, Kentucky educators will be receiving a unique user log-in. More information will be forthcoming regarding this aspect of the work. Share CIITS with educators in your district.  If you have any questions or need assistance, please feel free to contact Joe McCowan at joseph.mccowan@education.ky.gov.

Science Standards 
A group of 20 states has been selected to lead an important effort to improve science education for all students. The 20 states will lead the development of Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), a state-led effort that will clearly define the content and practices all students will need to learn from kindergarten through high school graduation. The NGSS process is being managed by Achieve, a non-partisan education non-profit. The Lead State Partners are Arizona, California, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont, Washington and West Virginia.

In July, the National Research Council released A Framework for K-12 Science Education, developed by a committee representing expertise in science, teaching and learning, curriculum, assessment and education policy. Using the framework, the 20 Lead State Partners will guide the standard writing process, gather and deliver feedback from state-level committees and come together to address common issues and challenges. Each state had to agree to commit staff time to the initiative and, upon completion, give serious consideration to adopting the Next Generation Science Standards. In order to be considered, states had to submit a letter with the signature of the chief state school officer and the chair of the state board of education. Drafts of the science standards will be made available for public input at least two times during the NGSS development process. KDE will provide updates through this newsletter and on the KDE website. The NGSS should be completed by the end of 2012.

Social Studies Standards
Kentucky is participating with the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and 20 other states in developing common state standards in social studies. The CCSSO State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS) for social studies is called the Social Studies Assessment, Curriculum and Instruction (SSACI).
Twenty state education agencies are collaborating with 15 professional organizations in the ongoing discussions about developing common state standards for social studies. The state members include Kentucky, Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming. Two affiliate members include Los Angeles County and the University of Delaware.

Teachers have been selected from each participating state to work with SSACI members and the writing team on the development of new standards. The writing team has been working to develop a first draft of the new common state standards to present at the November SSACI meeting in Phoenix, Ariz. The anticipation date for new social studies standards is the fall of 2012.  Kathy Swan,Ph.D., associate professor of social studies education in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Kentucky is serving as the SSACI Collaborative Advisor. As the new standards process continues, additional information and updates will be provided.

A new Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Social Studies Newsletter is now available via the social studies listserv. The newsletter will be a quarterly publication provided in August, November, February and May of each year. The newsletter provides information on KDE updates in social studies, standards development, literacy in social studies (KCAS), training/event dates, assessment and teaching resources and strategies. You may sign up on the listserv to receive the newsletter by going to http://www.coe.uky.edu/lists/kylists.php and selecting KYSOCSTU from the list.

Model Curriculum Framework
The Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework 2011, a resource for instructional supervisors, principals or teacher leaders, is now available for use by districts and schools. Links to resources that will directly help in the implementation of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, such as sample deconstructed English/language arts and mathematics standards, sample pacing guides, gap analysis tool and more, are included in the framework. Five districts are dedicated to implementing the MCF so that KDE may revise and update this resource as needed.
English Language Proficiency Standards
The World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) English Language Proficiency Standards for English Language Learners in Kindergarten through 12th Grade serve as Kentucky’s No Child Left Behind- (NCLB)required English language proficiency standards. These standards will act as a companion document to the Program of Studies for Kentucky Schools Primary – 12 (2006) in guiding instruction for Kentucky’s English Language Learners (ELLs). The WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards do not replace the Program of Studies for Kentucky Schools. The 2007 edition of the WIDA ELP Standards is available online at http://wida.wceruw.org/standards/elp.aspx. 
Program Reviews 
Kentucky Educational Television (KET) in partnership with KDE, has developed five self-paced modules entitled “Program Reviews:  Purpose, Process and Practice.” These modules will provide schools the “nuts-and-bolts” of the Program Review process. These modules include interviews from pilot schools, examples of what schools are doing with their programs and reflection questions that Program Review teams can use to think through their processes. These lessons can be found at http://www.teachersdomain.org/special/kysbo/.  

KDE, in partnership with AdvancED, is developing an electronic format for completing the Program Reviews. This tool – called ASSIST -- also will help guide schools in planning their next steps for program improvement. ASSIST will be available sometime in February 2012.


Kentucky Middle Grades Schools of Innovation (KMGSI): An Integrated Plan for Improving Teaching and Learning
The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) will be working collaboratively with KDE and with district, school and teacher leaders in Kentucky to improve student academic achievement in selected middle schools across the state through the Kentucky Middle Grades Schools of Innovation (KMGSI) design. SREB will work closely with KDE, using lessons learned from its Making Middle Grades Work (MMGW) initiative and the Gates Foundation, to shape an integrated middle school design with a central focus on college- and career-readiness strategies. SREB will work with partner schools/districts to ensure significant progress in closing the gap between current student academic performance and the proficient level or above in the areas of reading, writing and mathematics at the middle grades level for all student groups.
For year one of this three-year project, the KMGSI work includes an intense focus on the Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) approach to implementing the Kentucky Core Academic Standards for English/language arts and literacy in history, social studies, science and technical subjects, strengthening a school-wide guidance and advisement system, and building leadership team capacity. All of these pieces will help ensure that our students are on the path toward college and career readiness.  

The 11 schools in cohort 1 include:

	Christian County Middle
Cowan Elementary (Letcher Co.)

Henry County Middle

Holmes Middle (Covington Ind.)

Hopkinsville Middle (Christian Co.)

Jackson County Middle
	King Middle (Mercer Co.)
Letcher Elementary (Letcher Co.)

Martha Jane Potter Elementary (Letcher Co.)

North Drive Middle (Christian Co.)

Whitesburg Middle (Letcher Co.)


Assessment and Accountability System Update
The commonwealth of Kentucky is focused on making college and career readiness a reality for every Kentucky student. The Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) has approved indicators of readiness that include students meeting either the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education’s (CPE’s) system-wide benchmarks on the ACT in reading, English and mathematics; or the CPE’s College Placement Test Benchmarks; or career academic and technical benchmarks. The attachment is a sample Report Guide High School Graduates College/Career Readiness Percentage. 
2011-12 K-PREP Test Item Outline 
Attached is an outline of the 2011-12 Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) testing by content, grade level and item types.
COMPASS AND QUALITYCORE® WEBINARS AVAILABLE 
Two webinar trainings were held on COMPASS Update Training and QualityCore® Overview for the December 1-January 15 test window. Both of these sessions were recorded and are now available on the KDE website. 
COMPASS Update Training addresses the new components of COMPASS for previously trained staff. The DAC/BAC Manual has been updated to reflect two administrations available for seniors eligible for COMPASS.  

Name of Recording: COMPASS Update Training
· PowerPoint and Handouts

· Link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2011/COMPASS_9-12-2011.wmv

QualityCore® System Administration provides an overview of the multiple steps to be completed prior to the second QualityCore® end-of-course assessment window, December 1-January 15. Within the training are a sequence of tasks to be completed, a timeline for completion and support for the administration of the assessments. The presentation highlights paper-based and computer-based testing procedures. 

· Name of Recording: QualityCore® Test Administration Dec 1 –Jan 15

· PowerPoint

· Link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2011/QualityCore_9-15-2011.wmv

College and Career Readiness Strategies
The College and Career Readiness Delivery Plan contains a series of strategies with a goal to increase the percentage of students who are college- and career-ready from 34 percent (16,320 students) to 67 percent (32,160 students) by 2015 and to increase the Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR) from 76 percent (36,480 students) to 90 percent (43,200 students) by 2015.
Here are a few highlights and updates…
· Collection and Use of Data – Persistence to Graduation

Districts currently have access to the Persistence to Graduation Tool – an early warning system for students who may be off-track to graduate. KDE is developing a toolkit of best practices based on research from the National Dropout Prevention Center and aligned to specific risk factors to help districts implement intervention strategies for identified students.

· Course & Assessment Alignment

Districts are encouraged to ensure their directors of special education and some teachers with expertise in special education are participating in the ISLN. The networks are working diligently to help districts build capacity to implement the KCAS within the context of highly effective teaching, learning and assessment practices for ALL students. Success at the classroom level will depend on having the skills and knowledge necessary to reach students across the entire spectrum. 

· Targeted Interventions/EPAS

Transitional Courses for Middle Grades Reading, English and Math are in development. Training around these courses will begin in late spring 2012.

· Academic & Career Advising

One activity with the Academic and Career Advising Strategy is Operation Preparation. The goal of Operation Preparation is to help districts build a bridge between the local community, schools and students around academic and career advising. A toolkit to help districts and communities with the planning and implementation of Operation Preparation is near completion and will be available soon. Districts should ensure students are working through their ILPs in preparation. While the ILP is not academic and career advising, it is a powerful tool to help districts ensure students’ course of study is aligned with their strengths and goals.

Transforming Education in Kentucky Steering Committee Work
The Transforming Education in Kentucky-Career and Technical Education (TEK-CTE) Steering Committee met on Wednesday, September 21. A panel discussion entitled “Pathways to College and Career Readiness” was held prior to the meeting. The panel included James Stone, executive director of the National Research Center for Career & Technical Education; Gene Bottoms, senior vice president of the Southern Region Education Board; and Bill Symonds, director of the Pathways to Prosperity Project at Harvard University. The panelists provided some good information, and their PowerPoint slides have been posted at http://tek.ky.gov. Click on the CTE Steering Committee link on the right side of the page.
The Steering Committee met to review the draft report prepared by six workgroups. The workgroups include Sector Strategies, Curriculum and Program Development, Professional Development, Assessment and Accountability, Operations, and Perkins Fund Management. No decisions were made during the meeting. The committee had several questions, and the members requested that the workgroups provide additional information. Thus, webinars were scheduled for the workgroups. Minutes of the meetings are posted at www.tek.ky.gov. 

Resources/Professional Development Opportunities

TeachMeet Kentucky to Host 300 Educators
“TeachMeet Kentucky,” an idea from Twitter, has developed into an annual, low-cost professional development event for Kentucky and Tennessee educators.
Bowling Green Independent Technology Resource Teacher Allen Martin and Bowling Green High Assistant Principal Will King learned about TeachMeet Nashville in April of 2010 via Twitter and quickly began planning a similar event for their colleagues at home. The second annual TeachMeet Kentucky will host over 300 educators at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green on Friday, October 21 from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. CT.

TeachMeet is a full day of professional development divided into informal 20-minute sessions featuring educational technology and ideas for 21st-century classrooms. Participants will spend the day networking and learning tools such as iPod/iPhone/iPad apps for the classroom, Glogster, Twitter, Skype, UStream, Edmodo, Google and more. Approximately 40 presenters are scheduled, including students and educators from Bowing Green Independent, Barren County, Owensboro Independent and the Kentucky Department of Education, as well as an afternoon keynote session with Philip Cummings, a 6th-grade reading teacher from Memphis who is also the Founder and Organizer of InnovatEd.

As schools and districts face shrinking professional development budgets, coupled with a push for more advanced technology in the classroom, educators are forced to look within their own professional learning communities for solutions. TeachMeet Kentucky provides this much-needed networking opportunity with minimal cost to schools and districts.

Participants are encouraged to bring wireless-enabled laptops, netbooks, smartphones, iPads or other devices so they may use the interactive technology discussed as well as share their experiences throughout the day via Twitter. A schedule is attached.

For more information, contact Allen Martin at allen.martin@bgreen.kyschools.us or (270) 746-2323 or William King atwilliam.king@bgreen.kyschools.us or (270) 746-2300.

Kentucky Committee for Mathematics Achievement Position Statement
A position statement has been developed by the Kentucky Committee for Mathematics Achievement (CMA). This committee was legislated in 2005 (KRS 158.842) by the Kentucky General Assembly to “have the ongoing responsibility for providing advice and guidance to policymakers in the development of statewide policies and in the allocation of resources to improve mathematics achievement.” The CMA consists of 26 members representing all levels of education in Kentucky (represented organizations are listed on the position statement.) The position statement was written by the Committee for Mathematics Achievement and has been endorsed by the Kentucky Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the Kentucky Education Association and the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence.
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for mathematics were written with the intention of the integration of the Standards for Mathematical Practice with the Standards for Mathematical Content. The specifics of the Standards for Mathematical Practice appear only once at the beginning of the printable CCSS document; whereas, the specifics for each content standard appear throughout the CCSS document. The online version lists the Standards for Mathematical Practice only once, separate from the Standards for Mathematical Content. This separation could potentially lead the Standards for Mathematical Practice to be overlooked in curriculum, instruction, assessment and professional development.

At the postsecondary level, it is expected that all students entering postsecondary institutions  have facility with the Standards for Mathematical Practice and, at the postsecondary level, they must design coursework and assessments that continue the integration of the Mathematical Practices with Mathematical Content. 

PD Opportunities from LWP

The Louisville Writing Project (LWP) offers professional development opportunities including Saturday workshops or sessions at your district/school. See the attachment for more details.

2011 Innovation Summit
AdvancED/Kentucky and the University of Kentucky College of Education are co-sponsoring the 2011 Innovation Summit, which is focused on improvement in student performance and degree completion in all Kentucky schools – P-20. 
More than 60 educators, mostly Kentucky elementary, middle, high and college/university teachers, have agreed to present and help lead this year’s summit. Updated information on the 2011 Innovation Summit is included in the attachment.  

Featured Common Core Videos
The Hunt Institute and the Council of Chief State School Officers have commissioned a series of video vignettes that explain the Common Core State Standards in depth. Chiefline features two of these videos weekly — one mathematics and one English/language arts. 
Literary Nonfiction in the Classroom: Opening New Worlds for Students
Shifts in Math Practice: The Balance Between Skills and Understanding
States, schools, districts and teachers can use these videos in a number of ways — including, but not limited to:

· start compelling conversations about setting state or district policy goals, orienting staff to new classroom demands, assessing professional development tools, and creating local curricula and instructional materials

· help educators understand the major changes and advances in their state standards and their impact on what happens in classrooms

· use as strong lead-ins to teacher and administrator engagement in implementation and in setting higher expectations for students

· help parents understand the true essence of the standards – why changes were important, what will be different in the educational experiences of their children and how shared expectations—between parents and teachers—can help support children’s learning

· galvanize support for schools – educating parents and community leaders toward a shared goal of helping all students succeed


Each user should decide how to package the video vignettes in a way that best serves individual or organizational purposes. The segments can be used individually or can easily be linked together to create a customized package. To access the full set of video vignettes, please click here. 

Campus Mobile Portal APP Available For Parents, Students
Parents, guardians and public school students can access grades, attendance information and more through the Campus Mobile Portal app, the first in a series of fully-integrated, easy-to-use mobile learning tools. 
The new Campus Mobile Portal is available for free from the App StoreSM. Once the app has been installed on an Apple® iOS device (iPod Touch®, iPhone®, iPad®), parents and students can access grades, attendance and schedule information virtually anywhere.
The Mobile Portal offers several functions:

· Daily Planner lets students to know exactly when and where they need to be and to see the assignments coming up in each of their classes.

· Assignments provides detailed information about what students are (present), were (past) or will be (future) expected to do in each class.

· Attendance provides both summary and detail information about absences and tardies.

· Grades provides immediate access to the important metrics of success and allows parents and students to “drill down” to the assignments that make up a particular grade.

· Notifications, once enabled by the district, allows parent and student subscribers to receive notifications regarding changes to assignments, grades and attendance according to their individual notification preferences. 


The Commonwealth of Kentucky awarded a contract to Infinite Campus, Inc. in December 2006 to provide and manage the student information system (SIS) for the state's 174 public school districts and schools. In the Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS), student data is managed through a centralized database, providing real-time information to those who are authorized to view it. The Web-based system allows authorized users to access grade books, lesson plans and Individual Education Plans and manage student transfers, grade promotions and more from almost any workstation with Internet access. 

Infinite Campus also offers new features without additional cost as part of the existing contract, including the Campus Mobile Portal.

The Campus Mobile Portal has been designed from the ground up to intelligently interact with the information stored in a school district’s Infinite Campus database. Because it’s informed by Campus Census, parents/guardians with more than one student in their family can easily switch from one to another’s information with the flick of a fingertip. Because it’s also integrated with the advanced, object-oriented Campus Security system, each student in the family can only view his/her own information. 

“The Campus Mobile Portal is a powerful tool that gives parents and students access to key educational information from anywhere at any time”, said Charlie Kratsch, CEO/Founder of Infinite Campus. “The Mobile Portal also provides ‘push notification’ that automatically alerts users of grade, assignment and attendance changes. Once again, Infinite Campus reinforces its position as the industry’s technology leader.”
Informing Writing: The Benefits of Formative Assessment
A new report from the Carnegie Corporation identifies instructional practices shown to improve students' writing abilities. Informing Writing: The Benefits of Formative Assessments provides several recommendations.

The Recommendations
1. USE FORMATIVE WRITING ASSESSMENT TO ENHANCE STUDENTS’ WRITING

· Provide feedback — Writing improves when teachers and peers provide students with feedback about the effectiveness of their writing. (average weighted effect size =.77)

· Teach students how to assess their own writing — Writing improves when students are taught to evaluate the effectiveness of their own writing. (=.46)

· Monitor students’ writing progress — Writing improves when teachers monitor students’ progress on an ongoing basis. (=.24)

2. APPLY BEST PRACTICES FOR ASSESSING WRITING IN THE CLASSROOM

This includes practices such as allowing students to use paper and pencil or computer depending on which they are most proficient with; preventing scorer bias; and collecting multiple samples of student writing. (effect sizes for the practices range from 1.03 to .24)

The growing demand for better writing skills places new pressures on American schools and students (Nagin, 2003). Youths who cannot effectively convey thoughts and ideas through writing are more likely to receive lower grades, especially in classes where learning is assessed through projects and tests requiring written responses (Graham, 2006). They are also less likely to benefit from the power of using writing as a tool for learning in science, math, social studies, and other classes (Bangert-Drowns et al., 2004; Graham and Hebert, 2010; Graham and Perin, 2007; Klein, 1999). Unless schools help these students write at a higher level, their prospects for finishing school, becoming college and career ready, and obtaining a job that pays a living wage are diminished.” (p. 9).

The report can be accessed at http://carnegie.org/fileadmin/Media/Publications/InformingWriting.pdf.

A briefing on the release of the report can be accessed at http://media.all4ed.org/briefing-sep-15-2011.  

In support of Kentucky’s approach to requiring writing policies for schools, the report says, “Formative assessment and best practices in writing assessment hold their greatest promise for helping teachers and schools create students who are skilled and confident writers if they are implemented as part of a comprehensive reform of writing instruction. To address the long-standing concerns about students’ writing and the neglect of writing instruction in many classrooms, schools, school districts, and states need to develop new and better policies that establish unambiguous, challenging, and realistic plans for improving writing instruction and students’ writing..” (p. 29).
Global Fluency
4 Reasons Why “Global Fluency” Matters – an open letter to 6th graders everywhere | Digital Learning www.guide2digitallearning.com .
For more information about the Kentucky “Cyber-Survivor” campaign  go to https://kycss.org/ssw.html
Fall Webinar Series:  From Implementation to Sustainability (Offered by Edvantia at the ARCC)
	Session 1 -  October 25, 2011
Transitioning to the Common Core: From the National Level to the SEA
10:00 am - 11:30 am (ET)
URL: http://conta.cc/oFwtSG 
	Session 2 - November 1, 2011
College and Career Ready: What Does it Mean for My State's Data System?  
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm (ET)
URL: http://conta.cc/nP008d

	Session 3 - November 9, 2011 

Early Warning Systems: News from the Front 

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm (ET)
URL: http://conta.cc/p8AjcI 
	Session 4 - November 21, 2011
College and Career Readiness: A Pathway to Success for All Students10:00 am - 11:30 am (ET)
URL: http://conta.cc/p2g7sP



The webinar series is free, but there is a limit of 100 seats/phone lines per webinar, so be sure to register today!  If you have any questions, contact Donna Carr, ARCC at Edvantia, 757.407.3524
MetaMetrics Policy Briefs Now Online
Fulfilling the Promise of the Common Core - Innovative Solutions to Eliminate the Readiness Gap in the “New Normal” by MetaMetrics President and Co-Founder Malbert Smith III, Ph.D.
At no time in the history of American K-12 education have the challenges and consequences of our actions been so great. As students across the nation settle into a new school year, administrators and educators are simultaneously attempting to implement the new Common Core State Standards in an economic climate plagued by budget shortfalls — an environment many economists have dubbed the “New Normal.” While no consensus exists on whether our economy will double-dip or will just recover slowly, what is certain is that educators will need to do more with less. How can educators and students realize the promise and potential of the Common Core in the “New Normal” when projected federal and state funding cliffs are quickly becoming reality? Two cost-effective strategies — personalized learning platforms and summer reading — have shown promise in helping educators eliminate the college- and career-readiness gap within today’s financial and time restraints.

Read the complete brief: HTML | PDF
Bridging the Readiness Gap: Demystifying Required Reading Levels for Postsecondary Pursuits by MetaMetrics President and Co-Founder Malbert Smith III, Ph.D.

Read the complete brief: HTML | PDF
Bending the Reading Growth Trajectory: Instructional Strategies to Promote Reading Skills and Close the Readiness Gap by MetaMetrics President and Co-Founder Malbert Smith III, Ph.D.

Read the complete brief: HTML
�








