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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Webcast
 
The next ISN webcast is scheduled for October 10 at 1:30pm EST .  The topics to be discussed include accountability, ISLN, Operation Preparation, science standards and a Kentucky Board of Education Update.

 

Unbridled Learning Update

CIITS Announcement

The Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) had its initial launch on Monday, August 1. It is only open to public school educators. CIITS is designed be a one-stop shop of resources to promote highly-effective teaching and learning in all Kentucky classrooms. Currently, CIITS contains:

· Kentucky Core Academic Standards in English/language arts and mathematics

· deconstructed standards/learning targets

· aligned instructional resources from Discovery Education

During the 2011-12 school year, the following resources will be added:

· Program of Studies
· Core Content for Assessment 4.1 in the remaining content areas
· Technology Standards

· Standards for World Language Proficiency

· ACT QualityCore (English II, Algebra II, U.S. History, Biology)

· Early Childhood Standards

· AASL Library Media Standards 

· ISTE National Educational Technology Standards (NETS)

· thousands of aligned and linked high-quality instructional resources from four major content providers

· Leadership Network instructional resources (lesson plans, instructional units, formative assessment lessons)

· Early Childhood materials

· Program Review materials(arts and humanities, practical living/career studies, writing)

· writing sample resources

· Model Curriculum Framework

Future phases include:

· added functionality

· student-level data (once identity management is in place)

· individual assessment data 

· formative assessments (pending funding) 

· teacher and principal effectiveness information (pending funding) 

· school and district improvement planning software (pending funding)

Science Standards: Kentucky was recently identified as one of 20 states to lead the development of the next-generation science standards. The Conceptual Framework for the development of these standards was released by the National Academies. It is available to download or read online for free here. It is important that both teachers and administrators understand that this document is not a set of standards and should NOT be used as such. Until the next-generation science standards are adopted in Kentucky, educators should be using the Program of Studies (2006) for science and the Core Content 4.1 for the purpose of assessment. 

The standards are set to be completed by fall of 2012. For more information on both this document and the standards development process, click here .

Model Curriculum Framework

The Kentucky Model Curriculum Framework 2011, a resource for instructional supervisors, principals or teacher leaders, is now available for use by districts and schools. Links to resources that will directly help in the implementation of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, such as sample deconstructed English/language arts and mathematics standards, sample pacing guides, gap analysis tool and more, are included in the framework.

Program Reviews 
At its August 3-4 meeting, the Kentucky Board of Education approved state regulation 703 KAR 5:230 (Next Generation Instructional Programs and Support). The major change to this regulation from the June KBE meeting was the determination that world language and K-3 Program Reviews will be added. These Program Reviews will be field-tested for the purpose of content validity during the 2012-13 school year and will become part of accountability in 2013-14.  See the attached timeline for Program Review implementation.
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Assessment and Accountability System Update
Approval of 703 KAR 5:220  

The Kentucky Board of Education took final action on two regulations related to the Kentucky Department of Education’s Unbridled Learning activities. The board approved 703 KAR 5:220, the regulation related to school and district accountability recognition and support. This regulation defines how schools and districts will be classified under the new accountability system. The board agreed on the weights outlined below for the three main components of the accountability model.
· Next-Generation Learners 70%
· (achievement, growth, gap, college/career readiness, graduation rate)
· Next-Generation Instructional Support 20%
· (Program Reviews)
· Next-Generation Professionals 10%
· (effective teachers and leaders)
Use of End-of-Course Tests for Percent of Final Student Grade  
Starting this year, the end-of-course (EOC) tests at the high school level may be used for a portion of a student’s grade. This new option allows high schools to provide a strong incentive to their students to work hard in their courses and to take the EOC tests seriously. 

Kentucky Board of Education regulations suggest that at least 20 percent of the final grade should be from the EOC results. If districts choose to make EOC results a smaller percentage of the final grade, they must notify KDE. Many superintendents have inquired about the process for notifying KDE. The process has been established as follows:

· A website or electronic survey will be set up and used to collect the needed information. This survey will include a few questions about the percentage selected, the reason for choosing that percentage and the date the local board or school-based decision making council adopted the grading decision.

· Districts will have until December 31 to notify KDE of their decisions. This provides ample time to make decisions for the 2011-12 school year.  

· Details of the survey and the questions will be sent out in the next few weeks. 

· It is not necessary at this time to send correspondence related to the EOC percentage to KDE. Please wait until details of the survey are finalized and shared with you in the next few weeks.    

Questions about this topic can be directed to Associate Commissioner Ken Draut at ken.draut@education.ky.gov.

 

QualityCore® Implementation Training On-Demand Videos
ACT has developed a series of videos designed to assist District Assessment Coordinators and others with the implementation of QualityCore® for the 2011-12 school year. These videos were made available on Friday, July 29. The videos may be accessed here. 

Sample Items Posted
In spring 2012, Kentucky’s new state assessments - Kentucky-Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) - will be administered. Pearson is developing K-PREP tests for grades 3-8 that use a blended norm-referenced test (NRT) and criterion-referenced test (CRT) model. The NRT portion is the Stanford Achievement Series (Stanford 10). The CRT portion will be created for Kentucky. Pearson has provided sample Stanford 10 items, and KDE has reposted sample CRT items released during DAC trainings in February 2011. The sample test items are available here.

If you have questions regarding these sample items, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394.

PARCC Assessment Consortia 

In early June, KDE staff attended the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers  (PARCC) implementation institute. Video footage from that event is now available and may be viewed at the link below. You may be especially interested in watching David Coleman’s segment titled “Bringing the Common Core to Life.” He was a primary author for the Literacy Common Core standards, and he modeled close reading of text for the group. Close reading of text will be further explored as a primary approach to teaching and learning of the new standards to ensure students reach the intended learning of the standards in all content areas. The text he used for modeling was the Gettysburg Address and also an abbreviated version of his lesson on the Letter from Birmingham Jail. 

http://vimeo.com/channels/parccinstitute
College and Career Readiness Strategies
Commonwealth Commitment to College and Career Readiness 

Determining a roadmap to reach the state’s college and career readiness goals requires a focus on high-yield strategies as outlined in KDE’s College and Career Readiness plan. These strategies have been highlighted in previous newsletters and will remain the focus for implementation and scale across the Commonwealth. Trajectories for the impact of these strategies present the rationale and projected numbers of students impacted by each strategy. Districts/schools are encouraged to establish annual goals based on the college- and career-readiness strategies implemented at the local level. This will enable districts/schools to monitor progress toward the Commonwealth Commitment goals.

College and Career Readiness Trajectories: 
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Details and rationale can be found at http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/8FD9B030-078E-4874-AC12-C69A2B100762/0/CCRRateTrajectoryDetail.pdf
Graduation Rate Trajectories: 
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Details and rationale can be found at http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/8FD9B030-078E-4874-AC12-C69A2B100762/0/CCRRateTrajectoryDetail.pdf
College and Career Advising - Operation Preparation Week 

The week of March 12-16, 2012, has been set for the activities related to Operation Preparation, a week-long event designed to engage local communities in mentoring and advising students. 

Districts/schools are asked to work to identify volunteers from the community to meet with every 8th- and 10th-grade student. The opportunity to discuss college and career opportunities will allow students to consider their career aspirations and determine if their decisions and choices about course-taking patterns, EXPLORE/PLAN data and interests are preparing them for college and career success. The students’ ILPs will serve as a primary tool for these discussions with the community members/volunteers and with parents. 

In October, an online toolkit of resources to assist schools in securing local community support for this week will be available. The toolkit will include press releases, letter templates for volunteers, training guidelines for advisors, information on how the week can be structured and tools to collect feedback from students and advisors. The Commonwealth Institute for Parent Leadership (CIPL), Partnership for Successful Schools and various other stakeholder groups have been extremely active in planning for this event. 

For more information about Operation Preparation, contact Sharon Johnston at sharon.johnston@education.ky.gov. 

Persistence to Graduation Tool 

On August 3, a WebEx was hosted by KDE to introduce the Persistence to Graduation Tool. Developing and supporting the use of this tool is a very important strategy in KDE’s College and Career Readiness Plan. The recording of the WebEx on “Using the new Persistence to Graduation Tool (PtGT)”  is now available here.

Several districts have begun using this resource to identify and target students in need of support. This report may be retrieved from Infinite Campus, and the Erlanger-Elsmere Independent and Campbell County school districts are using this resource to better target students for intervention and support. 

Announcements/Professional Development Opportunities

ILP Trainings 
Whether you are new to the ILP or an experienced user, we have opportunities to help you make the most of the program. All Web-based ILP Training sessions are eligible for EILA leadership credits. 
We will  be offering seven Web-based ILP Webinar topics and multiple sessions between September and November, content is similar to the in-person trainings to ensure that all interested educators have the opportunity to attend. You have the choice of sessions on any of the following topics:
 
1) ILP Review/Refresher: Student’s Perspective & School ILP Administration Tool
2) Overview of the ILP from the Student’s Perspective 
3) School ILP Administration Tool
4) Intervention Plans in the ILP 
5) ILP Gifted Students Service Plan (GSSP)
6) Alternative ILP Completion
7) ILP- Advanced Topics and What’s New?
 
To review the specific topics covered in each session and/or to register, please see details here.
 
Resources
Education Matters: Focus on Technology

KET’s Education Matters is starting out the new season with one of the hottest topics in education around the globe On Monday, Sept. 19 at 9 p.m. ET, the show will feature an interesting conversation about innovative ways Kentucky school districts are implementing technology into everyday teaching and learning.

Technology for Next-Generation Learning: In a world in which even toddlers use electronic devices, school districts are increasingly turning to technology to deliver content, ensure high- quality learning and prepare students - our "Next Generation" - for the future. This KET program examines the important role of technology in today's classrooms and includes video from LaRue County and Todd County schools, where technology tools have become an essential part of daily instruction. Panelists are: David Couch, associate commissioner of KDE’s Office of Knowledge, Information and Data Services; Charlotte Chowning, KETS field engineer;; and Benny Lile, director of instruction and technology for the Barren County school district.
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