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According to the “Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects,” library skills such as research and media evaluation are prevalent throughout the standards. The Standards document states, “The need to conduct research and to produce and consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum. In like fashion, research and media skills and understandings are embedded throughout the Standards rather than treated in a separate section.” (p. 4) Therefore, school library media specialists are vital partners in helping students achieve the skills necessary for college and career success.

Text Supports

Standards related to “gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources” are found in the Reading, Writing, and Speaking and Listening strands of the Standards document, as well as in the strands for Reading and Writing for History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. (p. 10) Students and teachers can find a variety of print and digital sources for this work in the school library. Library media specialists are specifically trained to assist patrons in accessing the most appropriate resources for particular tasks, both informational and recreational. Library media specialists know the collection of print and digital texts available to the student body and faculty and can quickly direct patrons to the materials needed to support the work of the new English/language arts standards. Librarians across the state have been analyzing their school library’s collection in order to provide the best possible text supports for teachers and students. They use the range of text types provided in the Standards document, as well as the lists of exemplar texts to inform decisions about purchases. Although the text exemplars are not required reading lists, librarians certainly work to make sure at least some of the representative titles are available to give guidance to teachers for selection of other appropriate items that match the text complexity of the examples provided. 
Informational Reading
Information access is at the core of any school library media program. Library media specialists have knowledge and experience in the acquisition of information resources to support the curriculum and in teaching patrons the most effective ways to find those resources. As teachers delve into new categories of literary nonfiction to help students meet new standards, school libraries can provide texts to support this work in the classroom.

Library media specialists in Kentucky schools can provide instruction on the use of the Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) for access to approximately 30 digital databases of scholarly and popular journals, local/state/national newspapers, online encyclopedias, news/radio program transcripts, and primary sources for K-12 students, many of which are searchable by Lexile reading levels in order to accommodate different reading abilities. This virtual environment is accessible for students at school or at home (in subscribing districts), as well as in most public libraries across the state, and last year logged 2.8 million searches by K-12 students from 111 participating districts. Content offered in KYVL is screened for age-appropriateness, unlike content that may be found through Google, Wikipedia or other Internet sources. 
Kimberly Shearer, an English teacher at Boone County High School and the 2012 Kentucky Teacher of the Year, says her English III students regularly use the virtual library in their argumentative writing. “There is no guess work – my students know whatever information they encounter on KYVL is current and reliable. Students also like that it is one-stop shopping. With that one website, they have access to full text resources and to citation help,” Shearer said. “The ultimate goal is for our students to be independent learners and for them to conduct their own interest-driven inquiries, and KYVL helps foster those 21st century skills because it is so user-friendly.”

Free training is provided by KYVL librarians for Kentucky educators, and specific online tutorials are available on the KYVL website. Kentuckians can access KYVL at www.kyvl.org. Passwords for student and teacher access at home are available from school librarians.
Library media standards and ELA standards examples related to informational text:

· Library Media Standard 1.1.5: Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context.

· W.7.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· Library Media Standard 1.1.6: Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.

· RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, or procedures).

Recreational Reading

Recreational reading is part of the new English/language arts standards, as well as part of Kentucky’s library media standards (Standards for the 21-st Century Learner). Both sets of standards promote exposure for students to a wide variety of reading material (fiction and nonfiction) at increasingly complex reading levels. The Lexile Framework® for Reading provides guidance for matching texts to readers and was adopted by the Kentucky Department of Education last year. Library media specialists are uniquely qualified to pair readers with books and use many tools to assist in this process, including Lexile reading and text levels, not relying on any one specific guide. Reader characteristics such as interest, motivation, background knowledge, and reading context/purpose are all factors librarians consider when matching books to readers, as well as the age-appropriateness of a particular text (MetaMetrics, 2011). With this in mind, schools would be remiss in advising the librarian to re-organize the school library according to Lexile measures since that is only one tool of many that should be considered when choosing texts to support learning.
KYVL’s NoveList (a fiction reader’s advisory) is searchable by Lexile levels and provides book discussion guides, grab and go booklists, picture book extenders, and author read-alikes, as well as many other teaching tools.  The NoveList “search by plot description” capability can be especially helpful in providing fiction texts to meet many English language arts standards.

Examples of standards that support the pursuit of personal reading:
· Library Media Standard 4.1.4: Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres.

· RL.1.5: Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types.

· Library Media Standard 4.4.6: Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests and needs.

· RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

More than Text Support

Library media specialists are certainly more than providers of text supports and digital resources. They are certified teachers ready to collaborate with other teachers to help students tackle inquiry research projects required in the new English/language arts standards. School libraries operating on a flexible library schedule with a full-time, certified library media specialist provide the best environment for this important collaboration to take place (Kentucky’s “School Library Media Program Rubric,” pp. 4-5).  SBDM councils can be proactive in establishing school schedules to best accommodate point-of-need access to both the library media center resources and to the library media specialist to support student achievement.
For more information about how to support an effective school library program in your school, access Beyond Proficiency @your library® from the Kentucky Department of Education’s website, or contact KDE library media/textbooks consultant Kathy Mansfield at Kathy.mansfield@education.ky.gov. 
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