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The Kentucky Department of Education’s mission is to prepare all Kentucky students for next-generation learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

Upcoming Webcast on CIITS

On Friday, March 30 at 10 a.m. ET, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) and SchoolNet will host a webcast to discuss Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) Roles and Permissions. Issues regarding this topic have been identified as the most common help desk issue. Our discussion will include an overview of the process for setting roles and permissions and a forum for answering questions. At a minimum, participation should include instructional supervisors, KSIS POCs and CIOs within each district. We encourage each district to get those involved together in one room to participate and collaborate. Agenda items include:

1. most-common problems CAOs and CIOs are having with CIITS

2. deciding who needs what level of CIITS access and how to set up roles, including a demo of CIITS Access by Role (Schoolnet)

3. how to get help with CIITS

4. Q&A

We are soliciting questions in advance of the webcast to ensure the content meets your needs. Questions can be sent to kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov before noon Thursday, March 29 for inclusion in the webcast. 

You may access the CIITS Roles and Permissions webcast at mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a.  Registration is not required.  The webcast will be archived. A link will be sent when it is available.

ISN Monthly Webcast

The next ISN webcast is scheduled for Monday, April 23 at 3:30 p.m. ET. The webcast will address course codes, standards update and teacher effectiveness. You may access the ISN webcast at mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a.  Registration is not required.  

KBE Update

Attached please find an update regarding regulations impacting the Office of Next Generation Learners.
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RTTT 3 Update

On March 6, districts received via e-mail the scope of work for Race to the Top (RTTT) 3 funds. The assurances included in the scope of work are:

· The participating school district shall implement each element of the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) as it is made available by the Kentucky Department of Education.
· The participating school district shall use Race to the Top funds to assist in providing the support necessary to implement the use of the Classroom Assessment module of the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS). Support may include, but is not limited to, professional development, technical assistance and other costs associated with the effective implementation of the module.  

· The participating school district agrees that by the end of the grant period it will have used the CIITS system to create curriculum maps for the schools in the district. 

· The participating school district shall use Race to the Top funds to assist in providing the support necessary to implement the use of the Educator Development Suite (EDS) of the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS). This includes the professional development sections of the EDS. Support may include, but is not limited to, professional development, technical assistance and other costs associated with the effective implementation of the module.

In addition to these assurances, the participating school district agrees to develop an action plan including budget and sustainability plans for complying with the performance measures submitted to the U.S. Department of Education. All action plans will be reviewed to ensure there is alignment with the goals of Race to the Top 3 state award. All plans/scopes of work were due on March 26. If you have questions, please contact David Cook at david.cook@education.ky.gov.

Unbridled Learning Update

Standards

Implementing the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (Common Core in English/Language Arts and Mathematics)

A recent report published by the Center on Education Policy is attached. Released in January 2012, the report shares the highlights from various states that have adopted and are implementing the Common Core State Standards. It is based on fall 2011 survey data and examines states’ progress in transitioning the new standards.
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Highlights from the report include: 

(1) The vast majority of the states in the survey believe that the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are more rigorous than previous state academic standards in math and English/language arts.

(2) The vast majority of survey states are taking steps to familiarize state and district officials with the new standards and to align curriculum and assessments. Most states do not expect to fully implement the standards until 2014-15 or later. In addition, a majority of the responding states caution that having adequate resources is a major challenge to full implementation of the CCSS.

Implementing the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) and Career and Technical Education

On March 21-22, KDE, in collaboration with Achieve Inc., convened career and technical education teachers from business, manufacturing and transportation programs along with math instructors and KDE consultants to design student tasks that align with career and technical education (CTE) standards and the Math Common Core Standards. The discussion focused on how to increase rigor within CTE classrooms through learning and activities that support the Common Core Standards.   

Ensuring college and career readiness for all begins with creating stronger partnerships with traditional local career and technical education programs and the work and learning in Kentucky’s 54 Area Technical Centers. Contact Laura Arnold at laura.arnold@education.ky.gov for more information.

Council on Postsecondary Education Forum: Architecture for Implementing the Common Core Standards: Strategies, Partnerships and Progress

On February 27-29, the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) hosted a national forum highlighting the involvement of higher education in the implementation of the Common Core State Standards. This convening brought attendees from 22 different states and allowed for several Kentucky faculty to share their involvement in the state’s KCAS implementation work across Kentucky districts. Recently, CPE posted the national forum videos from the webcasts: http://www.cpe.ky.gov/news/events/0227-292012.htm
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 

The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are to be the product of a state-led initiative to develop a set of comprehensive science standards. The Framework for K-12 Science Education that was published by the National Research Council in the summer of 2011 is the document that establishes the core disciplinary ideas in science that will be included in the NGSS. This framework should NOT be used as a set of standards. However, it centers on those scientific ideas that are widely accepted as being most important for students to learn in order to be both college- and career-ready. The framework can be downloaded free from http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13165.
As a Lead State Partner in the development of the NGSS, Kentucky has organized the work of a broad-based committee consisting of Kentucky educators (K-12, postsecondary and informal) to provide input on draft standards that have been written based on the framework. To date, these drafts have been confidential and restricted to committee members who have signed confidentiality agreements with Achieve, Inc. At least two drafts of the NGSS will be publicly released to solicit input, and the first is likely to be released this spring. The final version of the NGSS is scheduled for release in December 2012. 

As part of our application to be a Lead State partner in developing the NGSS, the Kentucky Department of Education has agreed to “seriously consider” the adoption of the NGSS. Adoption by the Kentucky Board of Education would have to occur after they are finalized and would not happen any earlier than December 2012. Achieve, Inc. maintains a website at http://www.nextgenscience.org to inform the public of progress on the standards.

CIITS 

Video resources are now available in CIITS to demonstrate highly effective teaching in classrooms across Kentucky. Teachers can view a video podcast to examine how a middle school teacher uses tasks to elicit the third Standard for Mathematical Practice, "Constructing Viable Arguments and Critiquing the Reasoning of Others." The videos demonstrate how students and teachers engage in this activity. CIITS, designed to disseminate promising practices, provides an example of one school district’s use of student-centered learning strategies to develop this standard for mathematical practice.  

Another component of CIITS gives access and use of summative data. The results of the ACT, EXPLORE and PLAN assessments from 2010-11 school year have been loaded into the system. Results from K-PREP and End-of-Course assessments will be loaded this fall as those results become available.

Information-sharing about CIITS, as well as teacher and administrator trainings, continues to take place across the state. Information sessions have been offered at the ASCD Common Core Symposium, Kentucky Council for Administrators, Kentucky Society for Technology in Education (KySTE) conference, and with various groups at educational cooperatives. Sessions on how to use CIITS have been offered both online and in face-to-face venues for teachers and school and district administrators. These sessions range from a focus on student data to standards and instruction to how to maximize the formative assessment process in the classroom using the online resources and tools. Video clips and print materials are available to educators on how to use these components of CIITS on the CIITS homepage. 

All are strongly encouraged to continue to send feedback about CIITS to KDE. Please forward all feedback to kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov. This mailbox is monitored by staff daily. Updates regarding issues/concerns/or related feedback will be included in future ISN newsletters.

Assessment and Accountability System 

The 8th-grade Explore and 10th-grade Plan results show steady progress. The press release on the data may be accessed by clicking here. 

Alternate K-PREP Assessment

Approximately one percent of the overall student population participates in the Alternate Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP), formerly the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Program, as part of the Kentucky accountability model, and this population will be calculated into all the new accountability measures, including college/career readiness.  

Additionally, the KDE Office of Assessment and Accountability and the Office of Career and Technical Education are working collaboratively to create an alternative career-ready measure for students who participate in the Alternate K-PREP and will take into consideration various career preparation programs. Districts will be notified as soon as an alternative career-ready measure has been established.

For more information, contact Dale Winkler at harryd.winkler@ky.gov.

QUALITYCORE® Constructed Response Samples 

Constructed response samples for Algebra II, English 10, Biology and U.S. History have been posted to the End-of-Course Information page.  The samples include items and student responses.

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/End-of-Course+Information/
College and Career Readiness Plan

For information on KDE’s College and Career Readiness Delivery plan, click here. Strategies in this plan focus on the 8th-grade cohort through the high school years. Three strategies within the plan are highlighted below.

STRATEGY: COLLECTION AND USE OF DATA

Kentucky’s Persistence to Graduation Tool (PtGT)

To support schools in meeting the goals of Unbridled Learning and the Commonwealth Commitment to College and Career Readiness, the Kentucky Department of Education has developed the Persistence to Graduation Tool (PtGT or Dropout Early Warning Report). The report is an early warning indicator system for identifying students who may be “off track” for graduation and is embedded in the Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS), Infinite Campus.  
The PtGT provides critical student-level data to identify specific students in need of additional intervention/ support. Student-level data are collected and weighted for the following areas: number of days absent, grades retained, credit earned, credits attempted, migrant, LEP, homeless, gender, age, age equivalent, truancy, behavior, suspensions, expulsions and eventually academic data about grades and assessment performance. The report provides a complete list of students based on the weighting of indicators and the filtering functionality built into the tool. The tool was piloted in three test districts in the summer of 2011 to gather feedback, before the actual launch. These pilot districts were Barbourville Ind., Paducah Ind. and Russell Ind. 

KDE launched this report to all districts in July 2011. Districts have received instructions on how to navigate and utilize the tool and reports, including training in the Infinite Campus BOY (beginning of year) training sessions in July and the creation of live webinars that have been archived. A WebEx on “Using the new Persistence to Graduation Tool (PtGT)” was conducted on August 3, 2011, and that is archived here.


Additionally, the Persistence to Graduation – Evidence-Based Strategies Toolkit was posted to the KDE website to assist districts/schools in aligning evidence-based strategies/ interventions with risk factors (as identified in the PtGT) in order to facilitate students’ persistence to graduation.

The Persistence to Graduation Tool (PtGT) and the Persistence to Graduation – Evidence-Based Strategies Toolkit are part of KDE’s College and Career Readiness Delivery Plan. More information about this strategy and the resources outlined above can be found here.

STRATEGY: ACCELERATION

Scaling AdvanceKentucky and Advanced Placement Update

In order to be prepared for college, students must be challenged academically before they enter college. Hence, the department’s College and Career Readiness Plan has a strategy to scale AdvanceKentucky and also to elevate the rigor of Advanced Placement (AP) courses across the state. AP* curriculum can help prepare students for the rigorous expectations of college. Studies have shown that students who take AP exams will be more likely to go to college, be successful in college and persevere to graduation.

Below are a few suggestions for building and sustaining a successful Advanced Placement program:

· Use the College Board’s AP Instructional Planning Reports to target areas that need increased attention and focus in the curriculum.

· Vertically align all courses to curriculum progressions that build to skills anchored in AP curriculum.

· Recruit, retain, train and mentor new or less-experienced AP teachers.

· Implement summer programs to help prepare students for AP classes.

*Advanced Placement, AP and Pre-AP are registered trademarks of the College Entrance Examination Board.

For more information, visit the College Board website.

AdvanceKentucky 

Currently, Kentucky has identified four cohorts of AdvanceKentucky sites with 64 schools across the state, using the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) Elements of Success. A fifth cohort will soon be named, including several sites that will be identified supported by Kentucky’s Race to the Top 3 plan. There are 15,000 enrollments, 450 AP teachers and 1,000 trained pre-AP teachers. This model encourages more students to take AP classes, more time spent on content learning for students through weekend or after school study sessions, extensive AP and Pre-AP teacher training, and rewarding students, teachers and administrators for success on AP math, science and English exams. Participation is voluntary based on an application process.

For more information, visit the AdvanceKentucky website. 

STRATEGY: COLLEGE AND CAREER ADVISING

Operation Preparation
Operation Preparation was held during the week of March 12-16. This activity is designed to be an annual event with the intent of bringing greater awareness to the need for comprehensive advising and mentoring programs to enhance student engagement. The week also was established to bring about stronger partnerships between the school systems and community leaders/mentors. There were over 117 districts/schools that participated in Operation Preparation Week. For links to media coverage and more information, click here. Also, check out Education Commissioner Terry Holliday’s blog from Friday, March 23.

Proficiency Delivery Plan

The strategies for the Proficiency Delivery Plan can be found here. The strategies in this plan are designed to get more students to higher levels of proficiency. The focus of the proficiency plan targets strategies for students in grades P-8, connecting directly to the strategies in the College and Career Readiness Delivery Plan. The following strategies highlight the department’s focus on proficiency.

· Curriculum, Assessment and Alignment

· Continuous Instructional Improvement System (CIITS)

· New Accountability Model

· Kentucky System of Interventions/Response to Intervention

· Collection and Use of Data for Program Improvement

· Literacy Initiative

· Mathematics Initiative

· School Readiness and Early Progress

Each month, the ISN Newsletter will focus on at least two strategies. Last month’s focus was on Kentucky’s System of Intervention/Response to Intervention and the Mathematics Initiative. 

STRATEGY; COLLECTION AND USE OF DATA

Program Reviews

All Kentucky schools are expected to submit Program Review reporting data into ASSIST on or before June 1. This year’s implementation of the arts/humanities, writing and practical living/career studies Program Reviews should provide districts and schools with an opportunity to establish a local process for implementation and also identify appropriate evidence based on the Program Review rubrics. The vision for the Program Reviews is to develop:

“... a systematic method of analyzing component of an instructional program including instructional practices, aligned and enacted curriculum, student work samples, formative and summative assessments, professional development and support services, and administrative support and monitoring.” – from SB1 (2009)

Data from the most recent trainings will be posted to the KDE website very soon. While the overall content of the trainings was appropriate, KDE did gather some feedback on the language in the review rubrics that will be modified before the full-scale implementation next academic school year (2012-13). Trainings based on these minor modifications will be available before the beginning of the school year. Baseline data will be determined during the 2012-13 school year with a standard-setting process in summer 2013. 

STRATEGY: SCHOOL READINESS AND EARLY PROGRESS

Kindergarten Readiness Screener

The KDE Procurement Branch has posted a Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking to implement a common Kindergarten Readiness Screener. The screener must be aligned with the school readiness definition and early childhood standards, as well as pending regulation (704 KAR 5:070). RFP sections include technical evaluation (history of tool development; administration and materials data collection and reporting; professional development; and corporate background and experience) and cost evaluation. Once a selection of a screener is determined, KDE will share next steps for implementation. However, given the timeline of this work, implementation may be delayed. 

Look for more updates regarding the common Kindergarten Readiness Screener in this newsletter and on the KDE website. Contact Bill Buchanan at bill.buchanan@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-7056 for more information.

Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES) Update

Fifty-four districts around the state are now field-testing the PGES. The purpose of the field testing process is to determine in authentic settings the usability, feasibility and appropriateness of the various measures and instruments designed. The purpose of the field test is NOT to determine actual individual educator effectiveness, nor should it be used for high stakes decisions for effectiveness. The timeline for PGES can be found here.

Gates Integration Grant Work

The Math Reasoning Inventory (MRI) has just launched. With funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Math Solutions has been working for two years on this online formative assessment tool, which is now available, free of charge, to all teachers. MRI assesses the numerical proficiency of students and asks questions that the Common Core expects all middle school students to answer successfully. A face-to-face interview is the core of MRI, and reasoning is the heart. The tool provides teachers what they need to ask questions and capture students' responses. 

Information about the tool and how to sign up for a free account can be found on the MRI website: https://mathreasoninginventory.com/. It's a robust website that provides information about preparing to use MRI, tips for giving MRI interviews, a bank of more than 80 video clips of actual interviews, sample MRI reports, explanations of the reasoning strategies students need to be numerically proficient and more. And, for an introduction, read the Math Solutions Newsletter at http://www.mathsolutions.com/index.cfm?page=nl_wp2b&crid=303&contentid=902. 

To learn more about the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Research and to access presentations and reports on the Measuring Effective Teaching Project, visit www.metproject.org. 

Announcements

Preparing a Global Workforce Events Scheduled Around State
Elementary, middle and high school administrators and business leaders from across the state will meet at three different locations hear a panel of national experts and construct a vision for a globally prepared workforce. This activity aligns to KDE’s Delivery Plan for Program Reviews,  College/Career-readiness and 21st Century Partnership skills.

The first event, sponsored by the KDE and the Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce, is 8-11 a.m. CT Thursday, March 29, at the Holiday Inn University Plaza in Bowling Green.

Presenters include a Washington, D.C., cultural trainer and representatives from the Kentucky World Trade Center, Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce, the U.S. Army and the Georgia Department of Education.

Similar events will be held in northern Kentucky at the METS Center on May 24 and in eastern Kentucky at a date to be determined.

Pre-Application for 2012 Investing in Innovation Development Applicants (Changes to third round of 83 competition simplify application process and add priority for Parent and Family Engagement)
The U.S. Department of Education announced the third year of the Investing in Innovation (i3) grant competition for local educational agencies, groups of schools and non-profit organizations to improve student results through innovative practices. This competition invites entities interested in grants of up to $3 million — termed “Development” grants under the i3 competition —and submissions will be through April 9. To learn more about the i3 grant program and the new pre-application process, please visit http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/index.html. 

Federal Register Notice: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-24/pdf/2012-4357.pdf
A Parent’s Guide to School Accountability and A Parent’s Guide to Testing in Kentucky

Two recently published brochures on Kentucky’s testing and accountability system targeted for parents have been reformatted as text versions and are now posted here.

The text versions contain all of the written information found in the printable versions and may be more suitable for sharing via e-mail or posting. 

AP Recognition

Each year, the College Board and Siemens Foundation recognizes students, teachers and high schools in each of the 50 states for excellence in Advanced Placement (AP) math and science. The award is given to the male and female student earning the greatest number of scores of 5 - on the AP scale of 1 to 5 - on the following AP Exams: Biology, Calculus BC, Chemistry, Computer Science AB, Environmental Science, Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism, Physics C: Mechanics, and Statistics. Students must obtain a score of 5 on at least two of these exams to qualify. Teachers with a minimum of five years of teaching experience in math, science or technology AP courses are recognized for their exemplary teaching and enthusiastic dedication to students and the AP Program. One high school per state is selected in recognition of its commitment to students and leadership in AP participation and performance. 

These talented individuals will create the solutions we need for a better world and a more vibrant economy. We are very pleased to share with you this year’s winners from Kentucky:  

· Meghamsh Kanuparthy, duPont Manual High, Jefferson County

· Jessie Li, Paul Laurence Dunbar High, Fayette County
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