	[image: ]


	



	2


	



March 1, 2013
To Whom it May Concern:
The 16th District PTA would like to voice strong support for the application of Fayette County Public Schools to become a District of Innovation through KDE.  The education gurus and business leaders are telling us that we are working on an old model in Education, designed to fit the industrial society, which we no longer live in. In order to make great change and adjust to this information and knowledge economy we now find ourselves a part of, we need to change the system. Districts of Innovation will allow us to pilot and identify best practices. We need these changes quickly, as we are now preparing kids for jobs and technology, which don’t even exist yet. PTA applauds KDE continuing to be a leader in education in this nation by enabling Districts of Innovation.
We feel that the leadership in Fayette County Public Schools are poised to be pioneers within the Commonwealth in the area of innovation. The vision of Superintendent Tom Shelton, the focus and forward thinking nature of our school board, and thousands of amazing staff throughout this district make FCPS a natural choice for a District of Innovation.  Many programs already established here, such as the Learning Center at Linlee and Locust Trace Agriscience Farm, as well as concepts in development, such as the STEAM School in partnership with the University of Kentucky, are creating an environment where standards are higher, 21st Century skill sets are broader, and problem based learning thrives. This district knows that we need to reach all students in multiple ways in order to make sure they can reach their potential. Change often comes slowly in an institutionalized environment that is based upon conservative premises, regulations, policies and rules.  In order to make great strides, we must take educated risks. Allowing an environment in which this can happen is one of the keys to a successful future for public education in Kentucky.
Please know that the families of Fayette County are engaged as part of the team striving for the success of all students. We acknowledge and value the inclusion of all stakeholders and wholeheartedly support this application.
Sincerely,

Liza Holland
President
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