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Districts of Innovation

KRS 156.108 and 160.107 (House Bill 37, enacted 2012) provide Kentucky public school districts the opportunity to apply to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) to be exempt from certain administrative regulations and statutory provisions, as well as waiving local board policy, in an effort to improve the learning of students. By “re-thinking” what a school might look like, districts will be able to redesign student learning in an effort to engage and motivate more students and increase the numbers of those who are college and career ready.
What is a District of Innovation?
A District of Innovation is a district that has developed a plan of innovation, in compliance with these statutes, which has been approved by the KBE and exempts the district from certain administrative regulations and statutory provisions to improve the educational performance of students within the district.

What is a School of Innovation?
A School of Innovation is a school that voluntarily participates in a District of Innovation plan to improve instruction, including waivers and exemptions from local board of education policies, selected provisions of Kentucky Administrative Regulations promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education and selected sections of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, as permitted under these statutes. 

When will districts be allowed to apply for District of Innovation status?

Here is a timeline for the legislative approval of the regulation:

· December 2012                       
Public Comment period on regulation
· February 2013      
       
KBE reviews revised regulation based on KDE response to stakeholder feedback

· February 2013

       
Regulation presented to Regulation Review Committee, House and Senate Education committees
· March 2013                              
Estimate of regulation becoming law
· April 2013

      
KBE approves recommended “Districts of Innovation”
During this time, districts are free to begin the development of your application for District of Innovation status using the resources on the website.  The Division of Innovation and Partner Engagement will regularly be adding additional resources to our website to assist you in the development of your application.  We also plan to schedule on-line technical assistance sessions after the first of the calendar year.  We will not be able to accept applications for the 2013-2014 school year until the regulation becomes law.  We will, however, be available for guidance throughout the next several months. 

Is there a cap on the number of districts that can be granted District of Innovation status?
No, but the bar will be set very high for approval of applications. Applications will have to provide an evaluation model for monitoring the effects of plans on student learning, graduation rates and college and career readiness.
Can individual schools apply to be Schools of Innovation?
No, only school districts can apply. An individual school may make a request to its local board of education and ask the board to apply on its behalf.

Can schools be forced to participate in their district’s application and subsequent implementation, if approved?
No, each school must vote and at least 70 percent of the staff of that school must approve in order for the school to be included in the application.

For how long is the approval?

The initial term of the designation as a District of Innovation is for five years. After five years, the district’s status can be renewed, in five-year increments, or revoked based on processes defined in the administrative regulations.
	Districts of Innovation IS
	Districts of Innovation IS NOT

	· High bar designed to create whole school re-design
· More focus on the flexibility to waive statutes
· Calendar
· SBDM
· Facilities
· Funding
· Job Classifications
· Status to serve as an incubator and observation site
· Chance to re-allocate funds and “selectively abandon” business as usual
· Opportunity to say “what if”, increased partnerships with business and community to expand learning opportunities and focus on personalized learning with a mastery approach.
	· Not about adding programs to existing structure
· Not about simply waiving regulations (e.g. attendance, grad requirements)
 
 
 
· Not a recognition program
 
· Not a grant program
 
· Permission to try something that is already possible


If you have additional questions about the Districts of Innovation process or timeline, please contact David Cook at david.cook@education.ky.gov or Jocelyn Mills at jocelyn.mills@education.ky.gov  or by phone at (502) 564-4201.
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