Questions and Answers
“Non-Traditional” Student Attendance Days
Per HB 211 (KRS 158.070)
House Bill 211 (2014 Enacted) Revises KRS 158.070(10) to read:

Notwithstanding any other statute, each school term shall include no less than the equivalent of the student instructional year in subsection (1)(d) of this section, except that the commissioner of education may grant up to the equivalent of ten (10) student attendance days for school districts that have an alternative instruction plan approved by the commissioner of education for the use of alternative methods of instruction, including virtual learning, on days when the school district is closed for health or safety reasons, on nontraditional days, or on nontraditional time. The district's plan shall demonstrate how teaching and learning in the district will not be negatively impacted. Average daily attendance for purposes of Support Education Excellence in Kentucky program funding during the student attendance days granted shall be calculated in compliance with administrative regulations promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education.
	Question
	Answer

	Should the “non-traditional” student attendance days be included in the original school calendar submitted to KDE?

	No. The original school calendar should be prepared as usual. It should support the required number of student attendance days/hours for each school. If during the year a school is closed for health or safety reasons, and a district uses alternative methods of instruction on those days, then a district can request up to the equivalent of ten student attendance days.  
Example:

December 15, 2014, is designated in your original calendar as a regular student attendance day. It snows six inches on December 14. You decide to invoke your “non-traditional plan” on December 15. You do not submit an amended calendar at this time. Before the end of the school year and prior to the submission of the amended calendar, a district should submit a request to the commissioner for approval of up to the equivalent of ten student attendance days for days on which the “non-traditional plan” was implemented. Upon approval, the district should record the day as “N” for non-traditional to ensure the instructional time is calculated in compliance with ADA regulations as described below for purposes of SEEK funding. 

	Can we take a “non-traditional” day on the first day of snow?
	Yes, but be cautious about how you use these days.

	Will there be an expectation of “proof of learning” on non-traditional days?
	Yes. The expectation is that when you make your request to the commissioner for relief, you will include documentation of how your approved plan was followed and the level of participation on the non-traditional days.

	How will days designated as “non-traditional” days meet calendar requirements?
	Each day approved by the commissioner will be counted based on the length of the regular instructional day that it is replacing in the approved calendar. (i.e., if the original instructional day was 6.25 hours, the district will count the “non-traditional” day as 6.25 hours.)

	Does a district receive National School Lunch reimbursements on Non Traditional Student Attendance Days?
	No, federal regulation prohibits reimbursements when schools aren’t in session.  

	How will days designated as “non-traditional” days be counted for ADA purposes?
	Districts will use a process similar to the process for recording the “low ten” student attendance days. Districts will be funded based on the previous year’s ADA.
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