
IAES – Unilateral Removals 

Interim Alternative Educational Setting (IAES):  An appropriate setting determined by the child’s ARC 
(IEP team) in which the child is placed for no more than 45 school days.  This setting enables the child to 
continue to receive educational services and participate in the general education curriculum (although in 
another setting) and to progress toward meeting the goals set out in the IEP.  As appropriate, the setting 
includes a functional behavioral assessment and behavioral intervention services and modifications to 
address the behavior violation so that it does not recur. 

Removals by School Personnel 
• Unilateral removal by school personnel – Instances in which school personnel (not the IEP team) 

order the removal of children with disabilities (IDEA) from their current educational placement to 
an appropriate interim alternative educational setting for not more than 45 school days.  The IEP 
team is responsible for determining the interim alternative educational setting.  Unilateral 
removals do not include decisions by the IEP team to change a student’s placement. 

• This list should include special education students who were removed from school by school 
personnel for drugs, weapons, or serious bodily injury and who were sent to an Interim 
Alternative Educational Setting (IAES) for 45 days or less.  This includes special education 
students who were sent to an IAES for 10 days or less.  Special education students who were 
removed from school by school personnel for drugs, weapons, or serious bodily injury for 10 
days or less and were NOT sent to an IAES should be reported as having been suspended either in 
Section 3 (Out-of School) or Section 4 (In-School) depending on the type of that removal.  Do 
NOT include these children in this section unless after this removal the student was also subject 
to an unilateral IAES removal. 

• Report a student separately for each time the student was unilaterally removed to an IAES for 
Drugs, Weapons, or Injury in the columns under the heading of ‘Removals to an IAES Only’.  If 
the incident that resulted in the removal to an IAES, involved Drugs, Weapons, and or Injury, 
select the reason that was most egregious for this incident. 

• If a special education student was unilaterally removed to an IAES more than once for the same 
reason, then that student should be entered separately for each removal.  

Removals by Hearing Officer 
• Removal based on a hearing officer’s determination –Instances in which an impartial hearing 

officer orders the removal of children with disabilities (IDEA) from their current educational 
placement to an appropriate alternative educational setting for not more than 45 school days 
based on the hearing officer’s determination that maintaining the child’s current placement is 
substantially likely to result in injury to the child or others.  The IEP team is responsible for 
determining the interim alternative educational setting. 

• This list should include special education students who were removed from school to an IAES by 
a Hearing Officer in which the Reason for Removal is ‘Likely Injury to Self or Others’. 

• Students sent to an IAES more than once by a Hearing Officer determination of ‘Likely Injury to 
Self or Others’ should be reported separately in this section for each removal. 

• To report a special education student on this list, provide the required demographic information 
and report the total number of days the student has been removed.  This section is only for 
students who were removed to an IAES by a Hearing Officer determination of ‘Likely Injury to 
Self or Others’ 

  



Dangerous weapon  

A weapon, device, instrument, material, or substance, animate or inanimate, that is used for, or is readily 
capable of causing death or serious bodily injury; such a term does not include a pocket knife with a blade 
of less than 2 ½ inches in length. (18 USC section 930(g)(2)) 

Drug offenses  

The use, possession, sale, or solicitation of drugs as identified in 21 U.S.C. Section 812(c).  These 
offenses do not include the use, possession, sale, or solicitation of alcohol or tobacco.  

Interim alternative educational setting  

An appropriate setting determined by the child’s IEP team or a hearing officer in which the child is placed 
for no more than 45 school days.  This setting enables the child to continue to receive educational services 
and participate in the general education curriculum (although in another setting) and to progress toward 
meeting the goals set out in the IEP.  As appropriate, the setting includes a functional behavioral 
assessment and behavioral intervention services and modifications to address the behavior violation so 
that it does not recur. 

Removal by a hearing officer 

Those instances in which an impartial hearing officer orders the removal of children with disabilities from 
their current educational placement to an appropriate alternative educational setting for not more than 45 
school days based on the hearing officer’s determination that maintaining the child’s current placement is 
substantially likely to result in injury to the child or others.   

Serious bodily injury  

A bodily injury that involves a substantial risk of death; extreme physical pain; protracted and obvious 
disfigurement; or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ or faculty. (18 
USC Section 1365(h)(3)) 

Unilateral removals 

Instances in which school personnel (not the IEP team) order the removal of the children with disabilities 
from their current educational placement to an appropriate interim alternative educational setting for not 
more than 45 school days.  The IEP team is responsible for determining the interim alternative 
educational setting.  Unilateral removals do not include decision by the child’s IEP team to change a 
student’s placement. 


