Public Hearing Introduction

Federal regulations under the 2004 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandate that each state has a State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC). The purpose of the Panel is to advise and assist the Department of Education regarding the provision of appropriate services for children aged three (3) to twenty-one (21).    

A majority of the members must be parents of children with disabilities or persons with disabilities.  Others must be individuals involved in, or concerned with, the education of children with disabilities.  

The meetings of the Panel are held across the Commonwealth to allow for statewide public input.  The by-laws of the Panel require public hearings and one is held during each quarterly meeting. The secretary of the Panel will take notes of the comments made during the public hearing.  These comments are reviewed by the at-large Panel directly after the public hearing and are assigned to the appropriate SAPEC committee for thoughtful discussion and deliberation. 

The designated SAPEC committee will determine on a case-by-case basis what follow-up, if any, is appropriate and will share its thoughts with the at-large Panel at the next General Business Session. In some cases, the Panel may request that the Kentucky Department of Education or other entity respond.

During the public hearing, the role of the Panel members is solely to listen to what you have to say. Members of the Panel do not respond or offer solutions to public commentary at this particular time. If you choose to speak to the Panel, please state your name. For confidentiality reasons, please speak only about your child and do not mention others by name. You may also comment upon special education issues in a general way. 

The Panel members will now introduce themselves and then each of you will have an opportunity to speak to the Panel.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSURE

If no one else wishes to make comments to the Panel, please know that the Panel appreciates each of you attending this public hearing and offering your comments.  

A list of dates, times, and locations for upcoming Panel meetings can be found on the KDE website. You may also pick up a paper copy of this information before leaving today.

As chair of the State Advisory Panel, I declare this Public Hearing closed.
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