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OVERVIEW OF PANEL

Purpose:  The State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children is organized as mandated in the Individuals with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2004 for the purpose of providing policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in Kentucky.

Duties: 
1) Advise the Division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education, of the unmet needs within the Commonwealth related to the education of children with disabilities.

2) Comment publicly on any rules, regulations proposed by the Commonwealth regarding the education of children with disabilities (and the procedures for distribution of funds under Part B of Public Law 101-476).

3) Advise the Division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education, regarding developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary, Special Education Programs, United States Department of Education. 

4) Advise the Division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education, in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in Federal monitoring reports. 

5) Review and comment on the written findings of fact and decisions in impartial due process hearings. 

6) Advise the Division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education, in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities. 

7) Advise the division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education, on eligible students in adult prisons. 

8) Provide input into Kentucky’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development. 

9) Provide opportunities for public input through regularly scheduled public hearings during each panel meeting.  Public comment may be made in person, through written comments via United States mail, electronic transmittal, and or facsimile.

Membership:  The State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children is organized as mandated in Public Law 105-17, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997.  The membership is appointed by the Governor and should be representative of the Commonwealth’s population and composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with the education of children with disabilities. The term of appointment to the Panel shall be three (3) years.  A majority of members of the Panel shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities.  In 1995, the Governor set the number of Panel members at 21, not including ex-officio members.  The membership of the 2009 Kentucky State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children included:

	Member
	Representation
	Committee
	County

	Roberta Alston
	Parent
	Chair, Parent Involvement
	Jefferson

	Ryan Beard
	Special Education Teacher
	Transition
	Adair

	DeAnna Brangers
	Private School Parent
	FAPE/LRE
	Jefferson

	Marinell C Brown
	Higher Education
	Transition
	Kenton

	Norman Caldwell
	Department of Adult  Corrections
	Chair, FAPE/LRE
	Laurel

	Ann Lynn Ellerkamp
	Department of Juvenile Justice
	Transition
	Shelby

	Linda Farris
	Parent 
	Transition
	Marshall

	Karen Frohoff
	Director of Special Education Local Educational Agency
	General Supervision
	Fayette

	Lynn Gagle
	Higher Education 
	FAPE/LRE
	Fayette

	April Gray 
	Parent
	FAPE/LRE
	Fleming

	Dana Hamilton
	Special Educators
	General Supervision
	Rockcastle

	Dianna Howell
	Private School Parent
	Transition
	Pike

	Christy Brown Johnson
	Special Education Teacher
	General Supervision
	Pulaski

	Roger Grant Logsdon
	Individuals with Disabilities 
	Transitions
	Jefferson

	Randy McCallon
	Local Education Official
	General Supervision
	Calloway

	Virginia McManaway
	Speech/Language Pathologist/Parent
	FAPE/LRE
	Hancock

	Vickie Nicholson
	Special Educator 
	FAPE/LRE
	Clay

	James Reed
	Parent
	Parent Involvement
	Warren

	Diane Sharp
	Parent
	Chair, Transition
	Laurel

	Melanie Tyner Wilson
	Parent
	General Supervision
	Fayette

	Anna Winchell
	Grandparent
	Parent Involvement
	Hardin

	Brad Mills*
	Vocational Rehabilitation
	Transition
	

	Diane Sharp*
	KDE Career and Technical Education
	
	

	Debbie Hicks*
	KDE Program Resources
	
	

	Janie Miller*
	Cabinet for Health and Family Services
	
	

	Larry Taylor*
	Director, Division of Exceptional Children Services
	
	


* Represents Ex-Officio Membership

YEAR IN REVIEW
Meeting Locations 2009:

January

Capital Plaza Hotel

Frankfort, KY

March


Lake Cumberland State Resort Park




Jamestown, KY

June


Jenny Wiley State Resort Park




Prestonsburg, KY

October

Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park




 Carlisle, KY
Meetings:  The activities of the panel are governed by its by-laws which were last revised and approved on  January 15, 2009.  The Panel year is January 1 to December 31.

During the 2009 year, the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children met four times to discuss the needs of exceptional children and provide recommendations and advisement to the Kentucky Department of Education, Division of Exceptional Children.  The Panel met in four locations throughout the state to allow multiple stakeholder groups the opportunity to participate with the panel and attend the public hearings.  All meetings are advertised and open to the public.  

To keep Panel members current on activities for children and youth with disabilities in the Commonwealth updates were provided at each meeting by Larry Taylor, Director of the Division of Exceptional Children Services, Kentucky Department of Education and/or a Division staff person.

In January 2009, the panel met in Frankfort, Kentucky to have easier access to the Kentucky Department of Education and our legislators who were in session and were invited to participate in the public hearing.  In March 2009, the panel met in Jamestown, Kentucky at Lake Cumberland State Park.  Several new members joined the Panel and both new and experienced panel members were given an orientation and training about the purpose of the State Advisory Panel.  The SAPEC also met in a closed session at the Department of Juvenile Justice’s Lake Cumber land Youth Development Center (LCYDC) in nearby Monticello, Kentucky.  In June 2009 the panel met in Prestonsburg, Kentucky at Jenny Wiley State Park.  The panel received information on a variety of topics, including Dyslexia, and Admissions & Release Committee Chair Training.  Our last meeting of the year was held in Carlisle, Kentucky at the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park.  An update on the Homeless Programs was given by the State Homeless Coordinator.  

A Public Hearing was advertised and held during all meetings to allow an opportunity for public input from parents of children with disabilities, professionals, education leaders and other interested citizens regarding any issues in the education of children and youth with education disabilities.  Speakers were mainly parents.   

Committee Work:  The Panel operated with the following Standing Committees:  General Supervision, Parent Involvement, FAPE (Free Appropriate Public Education) and Transition.  Panel members chose a committee with a goal to have the committee membership be a balanced representation from the different perspectives and disciplines represented in the Panel.  Members of each Standing Committee determined a chairperson.  As issues are brought to the Panel through constituents or through the Public Hearing Process, they are assigned to the appropriate work committee.

The panel members addressed various issues throughout the year but the committees chose the following areas as a primary focus:

Parent Involvement:  Improving parent notification and how to better use agencies already in place to help notify parents of the Panel’s meetings and Public Hearings, how to involve more parents in Site Based Decision Making.
Transition:   Regional Transition Fairs in cooperation with regional special education cooperatives, reviewed the Kentucky Department of Education website in regards to the transition web page and provided feedback.
General Supervision:  Discussion surrounding adding “music therapy” as a related service to the state drop down menu on Infinite Campus, local district policies and procedures in regards to ARC meetings and personnel training, discussed struggling readers and recommended that DOSE and Coops be trained on which reading strategies that would best fit the struggling reader.
FAPE:  No Child Left Behind and Alternative Assessment issues for students with Functional Mental Disabilities (FMD), explored a request for an Autism Center at Kentucky School for the Deaf.
Training and Professional Development:  Each year the panel provides orientation and explanation to all new members and during 2009 the panel orientation was provided by Chair Marinell Brown and the DECS staff.  Chair Brown attended the State Advisory Panel Regional Meeting during 2008 and was given orientation training.  The Panel, through our DECS representative, communicated throughout the year with the Governor’s office on the issues for panel compliance regarding membership and the needs for appointees to fill vacant memberships. 

Each meeting of the SAPEC is based upon issues or concerns brought to the attention of the panel during the previous meeting or by local constituents.  Guests are invited to address the Panel and provide information and or professional training on issues and concerns.  

January 2009 Major Agenda Items:
Bylaws Revisions

Alternate Portfolio Assessment

Annual Performance Report

KDE/DECS Update

Constituent Issues

Public Hearing

March 2009 Major Agenda Items:

Tour of Lake Cumberland Youth Development Center

New Panel Member Training

Special Education Coop Network Update

CEC Update

Overview of Due Process Hearing and Appeal Decisions 

KDE/DECS Update

Constituent Issues

Public Hearing

June 2009 Major Agenda Items:
Dyslexia

Special Education Coop Network Update

CASE Update

Admissions & Release Committee Chair Training

KDE/DECS Update

Constituent Issues

Public Hearing

October 2009 Major Agenda Items:
KDE Visit to Callaway County Schools

IHE Consortium

Big East Special Education Coop Update

Literacy Initiative Update

CASE Update

Homeless Programs
Due Process/Appeals

KDE/DECS Update

Constituent Issues

Public Hearing

It was a pleasure serving as Panel chair for 2009.  Panel membership attendance at meetings during 2009 was excellent.  Members were enthusiastic about learning of opportunities for children and youth with disabilities, sharing information learned between meetings and participating in discussions and committee work.

