State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
Bowling Green, KY

June 22, 2015

	Agenda Item

	Key Points
	Action/Follow-up

	Date: June 22, 2015
Executive Committee Meeting

	The Panel did not convene an Executive Committee Meeting.

	

	General Business Session I
Date: June 22, 2015

	General Business Session I  

Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Ryan Beard, Stella Beard, Debra (Katie) Bentley, Anita Dowd, Paula Goff, Amy Folker, Brent Merritt, Margaret Bausch, Vickey Reilly, Helen Jones, Elisabeth Jensen, Leisa Smith Hutchinson, Martha Slemp, Randy McCallon (attended conference sessions)
KDE Representatives: Susan Farra, Yayo Radder

Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Natalie Malone

Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair, Ryan Beard. 

Introduction of New Panel Members: Ryan Beard introduced new panel members. They newly-appointed members are: (1) Helen Jones, representing McKinney-Vento (2) Amy Folker, representing Parents. Introductions were made by all Panel members.

Review and Approve Agenda: Stella Beard motioned and Brent Merritt seconded to approve the minutes as provided. Motion passed.

Review and Approve November 2014 SAPEC Meeting Minutes: Paula Goff noted a change on page 3, from incarnated to incarcerated. Margaret Bausch noted a change on page 5, from Ryan Bead to Ryan Beard. Margaret Bausch motioned to approve minutes with changes. Stella Beard seconded. The motion passed. 

Presentation on Senate Bill 200: Karen King Jones, Department of Juvenile Justice, provided a presentation related to Senate Bill 200, the juvenile justice reform legislation, recent juvenile justice research, the Juvenile Code Task Force findings, and SB 200 policy changes.
Presentation on IDEA Part C: Paula Goff, CHFS, provided an overview of First Steps (KY Early Intervention System), including descriptions of early interventions, childhood outcome data, funding, etc. for students birth-Age 3, who need supplemental developmental, social, and educational services. 

Presentation on KDE IDEA Due Process Hearing Update: Todd G. Allen, KDE Staff Attorney, provided an overview and summary of the Due Process hearings from the previous year. There are three components of addressing IDEA issues in KY; mediation, written state complaints, and due process hearings. Due process complaints have an independent hearing officer assigned. Mediation is available for if all parties agree. The cost of mediation is paid with IDEA funds. After a decision is made, there is an option for appealing to the Exceptional Children Appeals Board (ECAB), and then they have the option of appealing to the Circuit Court. 

There were twelve due process complaints in the 2013-2014 school year. 10 were withdrawn, 1 is pending, 1 went to ECAB. 100% came from parents or advocacy agencies; none were brought by a school district. 

For the 2014-2015 school year, there were 21 due process complaints (3 withdrawn/settled/dismissed; 17 pending; 1 hearing officer decision, 0 to EACB).

Presentation on Novice Reduction Plan: Gretta Hylton, KDE, presented information on the KY Novice Reduction for Gap Closure Plan. Despite gains in college readiness, assessment score gains, etc. we have also have an increase in novice achievement gaps. The gap closure plan will address gaps between: males and females; students with and without disabilities; English proficiency students, minority and non-minority students; and students who are and are not eligible for free and/or reduced lunch. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. Panel members were invited to attend sessions of the “Promoting Positive Mental Health In our Schools and Communities” conference. Dr. Ronnie Nolan, SAPEC secretary, will represent SAPEC during a general session at 2:30-3:45. The public forum will be held from at 4:00-5:00 pm.

Public Hearing Concerns Assigned to Committees
The public hearing was called to order at 4:00 p.m. in Room 113 of the Knicely Center. 
Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Ryan Beard, Stella Beard, Debra (Katie) Bentley, Anita Dowd, Paula Goff, Amy Folker, Brent Merritt, Margaret Bausch, Vickey Reilly, Helen Jones, Elisabeth Jensen, Leisa Smith Hutchinson, Martha Slemp

KDE Representatives: Susan Farra, Yayo Radder

Interpreters: Dot Stallard, Natalie Malone
All members introduced themselves.  The Introductory Statement was read to all present.  Floor was opened for anyone who wanted to address the panel.
A concerned community member addressed the Panel. He expressed concerns related to training for educators working with EBD students, as well as, issues related to life skills curriculum being offered for students. Further concerns were expressed related to “normalcy” for students in residential treatment programs and foster children. He further expressed concerns related to supports offered to parents of students with identified disabilities. 

A representative from the Kentucky Department of Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities in Frankfort addressed the Panel. She expressed concerns about parental involvement in ARC meetings and noted that many parents did not feel adequately prepared to fully participate. Concerns were further expressed about parents having a liaison for ARC meetings.

A representative from the Green River Regional Educational Cooperative (GRREC) and coordinator of the conference addressed the Panel and thanked members for attending the conference and participating with their membership. 
A parent and her 18 year old daughter from Barren County addressed the Panel. The daughter is a former student who graduated and has dyslexia. They both expressed concerns about the late identification of the student as having a specific learning disability (dyslexia) and the impact this had on the student and her family. Specific concerns were related to the failure of the school district to properly assess the specific learning disability and further failure to provide supports. 

Three Panel members stepped out of the roles as Panel members to address the Panel as parents. They expressed concerns related to life skills instruction. 

Ryan Beard, Chair, read the closing statement and the public forum was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
Committee Work/Reports 
Ryan Beard, along with Vice Chair, Stella Beard, and Secretary, Ronnie Nolan, worked with the Panel to assign each concern discussed during the public forum to a committee. Each member of the Panel who had previously not been assigned to a committee was assigned to one. 

Ronnie Nolan made a motion to create and Ad Hoc committee to address the concerns raised during the forum related to life skills instruction. Stella Beard, Leisa Smith Hutchison, and Elisabeth Jensen were assigned to be members of the ad hoc committee. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Life Skills Instruction: The committee recommended the drafting of three separate letters, one from each committee member, along with a cover letter expressing our shared concerns about life skills education, be forwarded with the endorsement of the full Panel, to the Commissioner of Education. Each member will draft their own letter, Elisabeth Jensen will draft the cover letter. Each will be submitted to the full panel for review prior to being forwarded. 

Transition Committee: Ronnie Nolan will draft an email response to the community member who addressed the Panel related to life skills education indicating that an ad hoc committee has been formed and is drafting a response to his concern. In addition, Nolan will communicate that DCBS is addressing “normalcy” issues for foster children in KY, as part of federal guidelines. 
Parental Involvement: Ryan motioned to invite a member of KDE to our next SAPEC meeting to discuss how KDE is meeting Indicator 8 related to parental involvement. Stella Beard seconded the motion. The motion passed.

FAPE: Ronnie Nolan will draft a letter from the Panel to KDE requesting they adopt a policy to require specific learning disability (dyslexia) assessment for any third grader who is not performing on grade level in reading. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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