State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
50th Annual Exceptional Children’s Conference, Louisville, KY

November 22-24, 2015

	Agenda Item

	Key Points
	Action/Follow-up

	Date: November 23, 2015
Executive Committee Meeting

	The Panel did not convene an Executive Committee Meeting.

	

	Public Forum
Date: November 23, 2015
General Business Session I

Date: November 23, 2015


	Public Hearing Concerns Assigned to Committees
The public forum was held in the Sampson Room at the Galt House and was called to order at 1:15 by chair, Ryan Beard. Vice Chair.
Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Amy Folker, Debra Katie Bentley, Casey Allen, Elisabeth Jensen, Debbie Seider, Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Randy McCallon, Helen Jones, Stella Beard, Ryan Beard, Justin Cooper, Jaclyn Rysden Smith, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt, Justin Cooper, Barry Goley, Connie Pohlgeers, Leisa Smith Hutchison
KDE Representatives: Susan Farra, Jeffrey Coles, Gretta Hylton
Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Mary Fehrenbach
Public Hearing Introduction was read by Vice Chair, Stella Beard.  Members introduced themselves and provided an overview of who they represent on the panel. Floor was opened for anyone who wanted to address the panel. 

Kathy Mullen, expressed concerns related to funding for children age 0-3 who have visual impairments.
Martha Slemp read and email from Tiffany Ballard regarding HB69.

The public forum was closed at 1:27pm.

General Business Session I  

Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Amy Folker, Debra Katie Bentley, Casey Allen, Elisabeth Jensen, Debbie Seider, Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Randy McCallon, Helen Jones, Stella Beard, Ryan Beard, Justin Cooper, Jaclyn Rysden Smith, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt, Justin Cooper, Barry Goley, Connie Pohlgeers, Leisa Smith Hutchison
KDE Representatives: Susan Farra, Jeffrey Coles, Gretta Hylton
Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Mary Fehrenbach

Meeting was called to order at 1:39pm by Vice Chair, Stella Beard. 

Chair, Ryan Beard made a motion that the agenda only include a start time for the public forum, rather than a start and finish time. Seconded by Brent Merritt. The motion passed. 
Review and Approve Agenda: Stella Beard noted changes in the agenda because the public forum ended early. Agenda stands as is, with the following changes: locations of future meeting was added to agenda. Margaret Bausch moved to approve agenda with changes, Brian Lovell seconded. The motion passed. 
Review and Approve September, 2015 Minutes: Gretta Hylton noted changes related to the bylaws section. Brian Lovell moved to accept minutes with noted changes. Casey Allen seconded and the motion passed. 

Official Approval of 2016 SAPEC Meeting Locations and Dates

Justin Cooper moved to accept dates as presented. Brent Merritt seconded and the motion passed. The dates are:

February 18-19, 2016 at Capital Plaza Hotel, Frankfort
June 9-10, Dale Hollow Lake State Resort Park

September 29-30, Carter Caves State Resort Park

November 20-22, CEC Conference, Galt House, Louisville
General Discussion about Booth during CEC Conference
Stella Beard noted that there were issues in getting brochure printed prior to conference. Gretta Hylton noted that KDE will print them and cover cost for preparation. Jaclyn Rysden Smith recommended that we move forward with printing the brochure for future distribution and further discussion occurred. Concerns were raised related to photos used for brochure related to copy write issues. Stella invited panel members to submit photos for use in the brochure. Gretta Hylton noted that KDE has a photo release form and will provide it to panel members. After receiving photos, Stella Beard will continue work with KDE to produce the SAPEC brochure.
The vice chair will update the flyer for the public forum for each meeting and distribute to panel members. 

Member Appointments

Five members were reappointed by the Governor. These included: Stella Beard, Leisa Smith Hutchison, Jennifer Tucker, Mike Armstrong and Vicky Nicholson. 

Gretta Hylton, director of the diverse learners branch at KDE will serve as the new KDE liaison and made introductory remarks.

Update on State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report

Dr. Stephanie Sterling, division of learning services, provided a report on data included in the 2015 Annual Performance Report (APR) regarding continuous improvement. 

Old Business (KDE Follow-up to previous public forums)

Ryan Beard, chair, opened discussion related to previous letters submitted by the panel to KDE. Elisabeth Jensen read her letter related to state assessments for students with significant exceptionalities. Her recommendation was to create alternate curriculum for students with a focus on life skills training. Stella Beard also read her letter related to the same topic and alternate diplomas. This was followed by Leisa Smith Hutchison who read her letter about skills based instruction for students with significant exceptionalities. 
Gretta Hylton gave brief introductory remarks and referred to Kevin O’Hare from the KDE office of accountability who responded to the concerns expressed. Kevin provided historical perspective related to educational services for students identified with a disability. Options for exemptions to academic focused curriculum exist for students with medical exemptions. Gretta further addressed concerns related to academic focused instruction and the need for high expectations for all students. Gretta challenged the panel to submit proposed solutions for the issues identified. 
KDE responded to Ms. Miller who sent information to the panel during the previous public forum. KDE connected the parent with a consultant and the situation has been resolved. No personal information was shared regarding the resolution because of FERPA concerns. 
Jaclyn Rysden-Smith made a motion to form an ad hoc committee to propose solutions related to alternate assessments. Leisa Smith Hutchison seconded and the motion passed. Jaclyn will chair the ad hoc committee. Elisabeth Jensen, Stella Beard, and Leisa Smith Hutchison will serve on the Alternate Assessment Ad-hoc committee. 

Presentation: State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)

Veronica Sullivan and Amanda Waldroup from KDE, division of learning services presented on the accountability framework, and 3 transformation zone pilot districts including Jefferson, SE/SC and OVEC. 
Bylaws review/Discussion of Revisions
Panel members reviewed bylaw changes as recommended by the ad hoc committee. Minor changes were submitted by the Panel related to length of term, membership nomination process and job duties of officers. Brent Merritt made a motion to accept changes as proposed and modified during discussion. Stella Beard seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
SAPEC Election of Officers

Ronnie Nolan motioned to ask candidates to give remarks about position they are seeking. Jaclyn Rysden-Smith seconded. Motion passed. 

Results are as follows: 

Chair: Brian Lovell
Vice Chair: Elisabeth Jensen
Secretary: Ronnie Nolan

At-Large Members: Casey Allen, Randy McCallon
Committee Assignment/committee work

Both issues brought forward during the public hearing were assigned to the General Supervision committee (Randy McCallon, Casey Allen and Brian Lovell). The committee will email chair, Ryan Beard with recommendations for further action and a response. 
Adjournment

Brian Lovell moved for adjournment at 5:50, Stella Beard seconded. The motion passed. 
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