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	Focus
	Attempts to address prompt, but lacks focus or is off-task.
	
	Addresses prompt appropriately and establishes a position, but
focus is uneven. 

	
	Addresses prompt appropriately and maintains a clear, steady focus. Provides a generally convincing position.

	
	Addresses all aspects of prompt appropriately with a consistently strong focus and convincing position. 


	Demand(s)
	30% 

	
	D. Addresses additional demands superficially. 66%

	
	D: Addresses additional3%

demands sufficiently
	
	D: Addresses additional demands with thoroughness and makes a connection to claim.0%


	Standard(s)
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A

	Controlling
Idea
	Attempts to establish a claim,
but lacks a clear purpose.

	
	Establishes a claim.

	
	Establishes a credible claim.

	
	Establishes and maintains a substantive and credible claim or proposal.


	Demand(s)
	D1. Makes no mention of competing views.
	
	D1. Makes a weak or unclear acknowledgement/refutation of competing views.
	
	D1. Clearly acknowledges/ refutes competing views.The demands and standards are used to inform the scores for each of the scoring elements (along with district grade-level expectations)…they are not scored independently.

	
	D1. Acknowledges/refutes competing views fairly and thoroughly.

	Standard(s) 
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.A
Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.73% 
13% 

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1
Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.13% 

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1
Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.A
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 0% 


	Reading/
Research
	Attempts to reference reading materials to develop response, 
but lacks connections or relevance to the purpose of the prompt.

	
	Presents information from
reading materials relevant to the purpose of the prompt with minor lapses in accuracy or completeness.

	
	Accurately presents details from
reading materials relevant to the purpose of the prompt to develop argument or claim.

	
	Accurately and effectively presents
important details from reading materials to develop argument or claim.


	Demand(s)
	D4. Makes no mention of the origin credibility and origin of sources in view of the research topic.Three scoring elements (Controlling Idea, Reading/Research, and Development) were chosen for baseline data because each contributes to the enduring skill.

	
	D4. Makes a weak or unclear attempt to address the credibility and origin of sources in view of the research topic.
	
	D4. Addresses the credibility and origin of sources in view of research topic.
	
	D4. Thoroughly addresses the credibility and origin of sources in view of research topic.

	Standard(s)
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 33% 
33% 

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3
Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5
Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6
Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

33% 

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3
Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6
Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.0% 


	Development
	Attempts to provide details in response to the prompt, but lacks sufficient development or
relevance to the purpose of the prompt.

	
	Presents appropriate details to
support and develop the focus,
controlling idea, or claim, with
minor lapses in the reasoning,
examples, or explanations.

	
	Presents appropriate and sufficient
details to support and develop the
focus, controlling idea, or claim.

	
	Presents thorough and detailed
information to effectively support and develop the focus, controlling idea, or claim.


	Demand(s)
	D2.  Gives no examples from past or current events/issues to clarify the writer’s position.
	
	D2.  Attempts to give examples from past or current events/issues. Examples may be weak or unclear.
	
	D2. Gives sufficient examples from past or current events/issues to illustrate and clarify the writer’s position.
	
	D2.  Makes clarifying connections that illuminates argument and adds depth to reasoning to illustrate position with examples from past/current events.

	Standard(s)
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.B
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form and in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.B
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.

	Organization
	Attempts to organize ideas, but
lacks control of structure.

	
	Uses an appropriate
organizational structure for
development of reasoning and
logic, with minor lapses in
structure and/or coherence.

	
	Maintains an appropriate
organizational structure to address
specific requirements of the prompt.
Structure reveals the reasoning and
logic of the argument.

	
	Maintains an organizational structure that intentionally and effectively enhances the
presentation of information as required by the specific prompt. Structure enhances development of the reasoning and logic of the argument.


	Demand(s)
	D7.  Makes no attempts to use __techniques to clearly convey multiple storylines.
	
	D7.  Attempts to use __techniques to clearly convey multiple storylines.
	
	D7.  Uses __techniques to clearly convey multiple storylines.
	
	D7.  Skillfully uses __techniques to convey multiple storylines.

	Standard(s)
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

	Conventions
	Attempts to demonstrate
standard English conventions,
but lacks cohesion and control
of grammar, usage, and
mechanics. Sources are used
without citation.

	
	Demonstrates an uneven
command of standard English
conventions and cohesion.
Uses language and tone with
some inaccurate, inappropriate,
or uneven features.
Inconsistently cites sources.
	
	Demonstrates a command of standard English conventions and cohesion, with few errors. Response includes language and tone appropriate to the
audience, purpose, and specific
requirements of the prompt. Cites sources using appropriate format with only minor errors.
	
	Demonstrates and maintains a well developed command of standard English
conventions and cohesion, with few errors. Response includes language and tone consistently appropriate to the audience, purpose, and specific requirements of the prompt. Consistently cites sources using
appropriate format.

	Demand(s)
	D6. Makes no attempt to use stylistic devices to enhance the writing.
D8. Makes no attempt at bibliography, citations, references, endnotes.
	
	D6. Attempts to use stylistic devices to develop the writing.
D8.Attempts to Include (e.g.) bibliography, citations, references, endnotes.
	
	D6. Uses stylistic devices to develop the writing.
D8. Includes (e.g.) bibliography, citations, references, endnotes.
	
	D6. Skillfully uses stylistic devices to enhance the writing.
D8. Includes (e.g.) bibliography, citations, references, endnotes.

	Standard(s)
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.


	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

	Content Understanding
	Attempts to include disciplinary
content in argument, but
understanding of content is
weak; content is irrelevant,
inappropriate, or inaccurate.

	
	Briefly notes disciplinary content
relevant to the prompt; shows
basic or uneven understanding
of content; minor errors in
explanation.

	
	Accurately presents disciplinary
content relevant to the prompt with sufficient explanations that
demonstrate understanding.

	
	Integrates relevant and accurate
disciplinary content with thorough
explanations that demonstrate in-depth understanding.


	Demand(s)
	D5. Makes no attempt to identify any gaps or unanswered questions.
D3.  Makes little attempt to draw conclusions/implications, but conclusions may be weak or inaccurate.
	
	D5. Attempts to identify gaps or unanswered questions—Some areas may still be unclear.
D3. Attempts to draw conclusions/ implications, but may be unclear.
	
	D5. Identifies any gaps or unanswered questions.
D3. Draws conclusions/implications.
	
	D5. Identifies any gaps or unanswered questions to enhance content understanding.
D3. Enhances argument by drawing conclusions/implications.

	Standard(s)
	Academic Expectations 
2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to 
 develop historical perspective. 

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that:
· history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature, and a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources, data, artifacts) are needed to analyze and understand historical events. 

· geography, culture and economics have a significant impact on historical perspectives and events. 
· advances in science and technology have a significant impact on historical events. 

*C3 Framework
D2.His.1.6-8. Analyze 
connections among events 
and developments in broader 
historical contexts.

D2.His.2.6-8. Classify 
series of historical events and 
developments as examples of 
change and/or continuity.

D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions 
generated about individuals 
and groups to analyze why 
they, and the developments 
they shaped, are seen as 
historically significant.

*The C3 Framework is only listed as a reference.
	Academic Expectations
2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to 
develop historical perspective. 

High School Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that:
· history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature, and a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources, data, artifacts) are needed to analyze historical events. 
· history is a series of connected events shaped by multiple cause-effect relationships, tying past to present. 
· geography and natural resources have a significant impact on historical perspectives and events. 
· advances in research, science and technology have a significant impact on historical events, American society, and the global community. 

*C3 Framework
D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

D.2.His.2.9-12. Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context. 

*The C3 Framework is only listed as a reference.
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