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	Principal update
During the 2014-15 school year principals will be required to complete all the components of the Principal Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PPGES) based on a two-year cycle. The PPGES will also require assistant principals to complete identified components within the system. The assistant principal requirements were included in the March 12 newsletter. Additional information about the PPGES is located here.

[bookmark: OPGES]OPGES Pilot update
A pilot of the Other Professionals Growth and Effectiveness System (OPGES) will be implemented in the 2014-15 school year.  Individuals who are tenured, not in their summative year and who have an Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) certification in one of the following roles are eligible to participate.
1. Library media specialists/school librarians
1. School guidance counselors/social workers 
1. Instructional specialists (school level)
1. Therapeutic specialists (SPL, OT, PT)
1. School psychologists
1. School nurses

All districts will participate in the pilot with a minimum of one person from each of the identified role groups. Additional information and resources for the 2014-15 pilot will be available in April. 

[bookmark: Focus]PGES focus groups
The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) in collaboration with the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will conduct regional PGES focus group sessions April 14 - May 2.  The sessions are designed for randomly selected statewide pilot participants.  The goal is to have a minimum of 360 focus group participants statewide. The principal sessions will be held at 9 a.m. and the teacher sessions at 1 p.m.  Participants will receive an invitation with the date, time, and location of the focus group session.
While surveys are effective tools to inform the process, focus group discussions will provide KDE with a better understanding of the training, technical assistance, and implementation of the PGES. Combined with surveys, data from evaluation results, and other feedback channels through KDE, teacher and leader voices from throughout the state continue to shape the Professional Growth and Effectiveness System. 

[bookmark: SGG]New resources to support student growth goal-setting
New resources which lead educators through the process of identifying enduring skills, concepts or processes to support the development of Student Growth Goals are now available. The process directs participants to analyze standards documents using filters to identify enduring learning. While initial lists provide examples from most content areas, understanding the process for identifying what is enduring in any content area provides more flexibility and autonomy for focusing a goal. Additionally, understanding the process helps ensure congruency to academic standards.
After identifying the enduring skills, the next step is to dig into grade level standards to identify what proficiency means for students in that grade and what sources of evidence are available or need to be created.

The resources for identifying enduring skills are found on the Student Growth webpage, including notes to guide facilitators in supporting student growth in their district and/or school. 
[bookmark: SVS]Student Voice Survey update
The Student Voice Survey period began March 19 and will end on April 2. Teachers participating in the PGES pilot and other volunteers will give students an opportunity to respond to questions relative to instruction and the classroom environment.  Assistance is available throughout the Student Voice Survey Window.
Contact the building coordinator for the school Student Voice Survey with questions regarding: 
1. policy and procedures regarding the Student Voice Survey
1. which students or classes are selected to respond 
1. when to administer the survey

Consult the Student Voice Survey webpage for specific questions regarding:
1. purpose of the survey and use of the results
1. Student Voice Survey research
1. retrieving Student Voice Survey results

[bookmark: Webcast]PGES webcast
The next PGES webcast is scheduled for 3 p.m. ET on Wednesday, April 23. The webcast will share information from the Student Voice Survey and address frequently asked questions from the field. The live webcast may be viewed via mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a. This webcast and all archived KDE webcasts can be found on the KDE Media Portal.

[bookmark: Resource]Resource: Post-its: Little Notes for Big Discussions
The Post-its: Little Notes for Big Discussions video demonstrates how this instructional strategy can be used with all grades to enrich classroom discussion and engage students in learning. 
Questions to consider when using this resource include:
1. How does this strategy enrich discussion?
1. What is the difference between the Post-it strategy and traditional note-taking?
1. How could this strategy be used to encourage reluctant students to participate?
Post-its aligns to Component 3B (Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques) and 3C (Engaging Students in Learning) in the Framework for Teaching. 
The video and other instructional resources can be found on The Teaching Channel.
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