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December 12, 2016
Feeling blessed to work for our children’s futures
As I think back on the past year, there have been many significant events that have taken place for me. I testified on
behalf of Kentucky in front of two congressional education committees; we made huge progress on the science
assessment system; I had the opportunity to travel to many different parts of the state, see our state’s educators at
work, and meet lots of new people; we started work on the new accountability system; we revamped program
reviews; and we saw historic changes in our state’s politics.
In the coming year, while we continue to celebrate Kentucky remaining an education bellwether in the country, we
also must realize that we have much work ahead of us. We still have achievement and opportunity gaps, which are
our highest priority; we have to complete and begin implementation of our new accountability system; we have to
change the narrative in our schools to be less about tests and more about quality instruction; and we have to
remember that Kentuckians are known for their commitment to making quality change for our students.
So, with all of this going on, why do I feel I am so blessed? Simply put, I love my job! I am blessed because I get to
work with and for the students of the Commonwealth. They are why we do what we do. So, in this wonderful holiday
season that is so focused on our children, I ask that each of you recommit yourselves to making the lives of our
students better.
The pictures below show my past year, but these kids are our future and we must never forget that.
I wish all of you Merry Christmas and the happiest of holidays!
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